Coalition Urges Gov. Hochul

To Fund Transportation Needs

Page 3

Rockland Campaign Advances
Job Growth, Career Opportunities

Page 4

CONSTRUCTIO

Attorney’s Column: Not Knowing

Coverages Causes $1.4M Loss

Vol. 42 No.1

JANUARY 2026

Critical Infrastructure, Clean Water, Housing,
Affordability Top Priorities on Gov’s Wish List

By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—In her State-of-
the-State address on Tues.,
Jan. 13, New York Gov.
Kathy Hochul proposed new
policies that would enhance
affordability in housing,
health care, childcare, in-
surance and utility costs,
and she pledge to protect
residents from harmful and
costly policies of the Trump
administration.

Among her signature pro-
posals include partnering
with New York City Mayor
Zohran Mamdani to pay for
the new mayor’s proposed
childcare programs that
promise universal access in
New York City.

Though her address did
not specifically specify
transportation and con-
struction issues affecting
the industry statewide, the
governor did address the
sectors in her presentation
citing several infrastructure

initiatives. These included
a thorough review of the
state’s environmental re-
view process and a commit-
ment to speed up housing,
infrastructure and clean
energy project approvals.

Some of her key housing/
infrastructure-related pro-
posals are:

« $250 million to acceler-
ate affordable housing de-
velopment, speeding up the
construction of thousands
more affordable homes and
transformative projects and
another $100 million to in-
centivize manufactured
housing.

« A five-year, $3.75 billion
commitment to water infra-
structure, with $750 million
in funding per year, which
will continue to support and
grow signature water pro-
grams;

« The launch of a new
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Gov. Hochul Comes to Tarrytown
A special reception sponsored by the Construction Industry Council for New York
State Gov. Kathy Hochul in Tarrytown last month drew several dozen contractors
and union leaders to discuss transportation and legislative matters. The attendees
heard how the governor is planning to advance highway and bridge construction
projects in the Hudson Valley. From left, Todd Diorio, Jay Fragoso, Gov. Kathy Ho-
chul, Anthony Ascencao, Michael Cruz and Andrew Ferraro. Back row: Carlos Gon-
zalez, Thomas J. Smith, Christopher Cerone, Frank Bisignano, Christian Diorio and
Michael Moreira. For more photos, see page 14. Photo Credit/GEORGE DRAPEAU IIT
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Trump’s New Marijuana Policy Still Needs
Safeguard Rules for Safety-Sensitive Jobs

By ROGER G. TARANTO

ELMSFORD, NY—President
Trump last month directed
the U.S. Attorney General
and the DEA to expedite the
rescheduling of marijuana
from Schedule I to Schedule
III. The action shifts mari-
juana out of the most restric-
tive drug category, and it
now makes it easier to con-
duct medical research with
the use of federal money.

The president’s executive
order also removes the test-
ing for THC that is included
in the panel for CDL drivers
and many other safety-sen-
sitive positions.

As of January 2026, the
process has begun but there
are many requirements
along the way. While many
states have approved the use
of products containing THC
for those with certain medi-
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Roger G. Taranto
Teamsters Local 456

cal conditions, as well as rec-
reational use, it is still illegal
under federal law. (Currently
there are 24 states and D.C.
that have legalized marijua-
na for recreational use, mak-
ing it easier to obtain and
more socially acceptable.
And herein lies the many
concerns for industry—im-

paired judgment and erratic
behavior—as well as threats
of new unintended conse-
quences.)

The U.S. Department of
Transportation and the Fed-
eral Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) as well
as many other groups and
professional  associations
are requesting a carveout
so that THC would remain
a prohibitive substance for
many safety-sensitive po-
sitions that are currently
testing for THC. These reg-
ulations apply to all forms
of transportation. Below are
just a few of those that it ap-
plies to:

DOT, FAA, FRA, Pipeline
& Hazardous Materials,
U.S. Coast Guard and many
federally funded construc-
tion projects.

Why Is THC a Prohibited
Substance?

These regulations were
put in place by the Unit-
ed States Congress not as a
proactive measure but a
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LOCATIONS

DAKOTA CONCRETE &
RECYCLING

Ready Mix Concrete and
Virtual Quarry® (Recycling)

THALLE INDUSTRIES

Asphalt Plant and Full-Service Quarry

CRUSH I NG IT FOR T.HALLE INDUSTRIIES
4 O Y E A R S ! Virtual Quarry® (Recycling)

ASPHALT + AGGREGATE + CONCRETE

ROCK
STAR
SERVICE"™
Responds Most trucks loaded Same day delivery
within 24 hours within 15 minutes if you call by 10 a.m.
Visit ThalleIndustries.com for materials calculator, gradations and more. Thalle Industries is an environmentally

responsible supplier of high-quality
virgin and recycled aggregate, asphalt
products, concrete and brownfield fill

Thalle for the construction industry.
Industries®
DAKOTA Svese=” | YEARS
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Elected Officials, Contractors, Unions Unite
In Call for $1.2B Boost to Budget for Roads

MONTROSE, NY—Highway
contractors and union offi-
cials have banded together
this month as part of region-
al efforts to convince Gov.
Kathy Hochul and state leg-
islative officials to increase
the State Fiscal Year 2027
Budget by at least $1.2 bil-
lion to address the state’s
transportation needs. The
additional funding, they ar-
gued, is especially needed in
the Hudson Valley’s Region
8 which has the worst-rated
roads in the state.

On Jan. 9, a bipartisan
group of elected officials and
representatives from more
than a dozen labor unions
from the lower Hudson Val-
ley called for increased road

Getting the biggest infrastructure

safety investments in the
next State Budget at a press
conference held at the Inter-
national Union of Operating
Engineers (IUOE) Local 137
Training Center in Mon-
trose, NY. Additionally, there
was a call for more equitable
funding earmarked for New
York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT)
Region 8, which encompass-
es the Hudson Valley.

New York State Senators
Pete Harckham and Shel-
ley Mayer were joined at the
press conference by several
members of the New York
State Assembly, including
Dana Levenberg, Steve Otis,
MaryJane Shimsky and Matt
Slater.

jobs completed.
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State Sen. Pete Harckham at the podium with, from left, Sen. Shelley
Mayer, Assemblymembers Matt Slater, MaryJane Shimsky, Steve Otis and
Dana Levenberg, and flanked by construction union leaders.

Jeff Loughlin, president
of the Westchester Putnam
Building and Construction
Trades Council and busi-
ness manager of [UOE Local
137, hosted the event with
John T. Cooney, executive
director of the Construction
Industry Council of West-
chester & Hudson Valley,
Inc. based in Tarrytown, NY.
Among the union leaders
joining them were represen-
tatives from Laborers (Li-
UNA) Local 17, 60, 754 and
235, Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers Local 1, Iron-
workers Local 40, UA Local
21 Plumbers & Steamfitters,
Sheet Metal Workers Local
38, Carpenters Local 279
and Teamsters Local 456.

Mr. Cooney thanked Gov.

Hochul and the members

of the New York State Leg-

islature for the $800 mil-

lion in increased funding

. for NYSDOT’s core program

in last year’s budget. “The

CIC along with our partners

in organized labor need to

highlight the need for con-

tinued increased invest-

ment in New York State’s

roads and bridges brought

on by the over 30% inflation

in construction materials
post pandemic.”

He added, “But we are ad-
amant that an increase of
$950 million in NYSDOT’s
core program is necessary
to restore the buying power
of the original NYSDOT Five
Year Capital Plan. In addi-
tion, an increase of $250
million to CHIPS is needed
to restore the buying power

BETTER BUILDING o
BEGINS HERE A

He concluded, “The Hud-
@IUOELocal825 son Valley represented by
f www. lUODE825.0rg NYSDOT Region 8 continues

Local 825 Operating Engineers ensure the region’s massive
transportation and infrastructure projects are completed.
We change the landscape with monumental contributions to
the world we live in. We play a significant role and collaborate
with developers and contractors to execute the Gateway
Tunnel Project, one of the largest and most urgent
infrastructure projects in U.S. History.

The professional women and men of Local 825
Operating Engineers are the best trained, most
experienced and are the day one ready workforce
to get major projects completed safely, on time
and on budget.

Local 825 Operating Engineers work
together to build better communities.

Please Turn to Page 7
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Guest Viewpoint

Rockland Economic Development Campaign
Is Growing Opportunities, Jobs to Build Careers

By ED DAY
When we talk about eco-
nomic development, the

most important measure of
success is simple: good-pay-
ing and stable jobs that allow
Rockland County residents to
build careers, support their
families and invest in their
future right here at home.
Over the past year, the
County of Rockland Industri-
al Development Agency (IDA)
has played a critical role in
strengthening ourlocal econ-
omy by supporting major
development projects that

cial assistance tools, includ-
ing sales tax exemptions,
mortgage recording tax
exemptions, and payment-
in-lieu-of-tax  agreements,
seven major projects moved
forward—projects that are al-
ready creating jobs and lay-
ing the foundation for even
more in the years ahead.
These developments span
a range of industries, includ-
ing advanced manufactur-
ing, financial services, data
infrastructure, = mixed-use
development, and afford-
able housing. Companies

directly benefit employment
across our county. Through
responsible use of IDA finan-

such as CoreWeave, JP Mor-
gan Chase, Tower Research
Capital, Point72 Asset Man-
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agement, Schreiner Group,
Connectivity Systems, and 30
West Housing chose to invest

data infrastructure facili-
ties operated by companies
like CoreWeave, JP Morgan

land County remains a place
where businesses want to
stay, grow and hire locally.

These projects supported more than 1,500 construction
jobs in addition to the retention and creation of more than

150 permanent jobs.

and grow in Rockland Coun-
ty. That decision reflects con-
fidence in our workforce, our
infrastructure, and our long-
term economic stability.
These projects supported
more than 1,500 construc-
tion jobs in addition to the
retention and creation of
more than 150 permanent
jobs. That includes manu-
facturing positions retained
and expanded through
Schreiner Group’s facility
growth, as well as ongoing
operational employment at
major financial services and

Chase, Tower Research, and
Point72.

As those spaces are oc-
cupied, additional perma-
nent jobs will be created by
third-party businesses, fur-
ther expanding employment
opportunities for Rockland
residents. Additionally, there
are 40 ongoing projects
which are expected to result
in 1,800 retained and creat-
ed jobs.

Economic  development
done right is not about head-
lines—it’s about outcomes.
It’s about making sure Rock-

It’s about ensuring our resi-
dents have access to mean-
ingful employment oppor-
tunities today and in the
future.

By supporting responsi-
ble development,
aging private-sector in-
vestment, and keeping job
creation at the center of our
strategy, we are continu-
ing to build an economy
that works for everyone in
Rockland County. l

About the author: Fd Day
was first elected to serve as Rock-
land County Executive in 2013.

encour-

Judge Upholds ZBA Denial of
Height Permit For Amazon

The 3.2 million/sf Amazon fulfillment center is proposed for a site on McBride Road in
Slate Hill that is currently operated as an active quarry.

GOSHEN, NY—Multiple
press outlets report that
the developer of a proposed
more than 3-million/sf Am-
azon fulfillment center in
Slate Hill in Orange County
has suffered a setback in
court in its attempt to break
ground on the project.

New York State Supreme
Court Justice Maria Vazquez-
Doles upheld the Wawayan-
da Zoning Board of Appeals
denial last June of a needed
height variance sought by
developer Scannell Proper-

ties, which has filed a notice
of appeal of the justice’s rul-
ing issued on Dec. 2, News
12 reported. Scannell lat-
er applied for and secured
a height exemption and
site plan approval from the
Wawayanda Planning Board.
The project is saddled with
litigation in connection with
its secured approvals, but
also with approximately $80
million in incentives, includ-
ing a 15-year PILOT, granted
by the Orange County Indus-
trial Development Agency.

State-appointed IDA Mon-
itor Brian Sanvidge issued a
“Notice of Violation” thereby
vetoing the IDA vote on the
incentives in late Novem-
ber. The IDA responded on
Dec. 15 calling on the State
Inspector General to remove
the monitor due to his “un-
lawful” veto.

The project is valued at
approximately $607 million
and has drawn the support
of the Hudson Valley Build-
ing & Construction Trades
Council. H
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Thruway Authority Launches Safety Action Plan
To Boost Safety, Speed Emergency Response

ALBANY—The New York State
Thruway Authority announced on
Jan. 7 the launch of its Comprehen-
sive Safety Action Plan (CSAP), a sys-
tem wide initiative to improve road-
way and employee safety, strengthen
emergency response and reduce
serious injuries and fatalities across
the 570-mile Thruway system.

Supported by federal grant funding
from the U.S. Department of Trans-
portation’s Safe Streets and Roads for
All (SS4A) program, the initiative will
produce a first-of-its-kind, state-wide
safety action plan covering all four of
the Thruway Maintenance Divisions.

The Comprehensive Safety Action
Plan will employ a data driven, Safe
System Approach to examine crash
patterns, identify high-risk locations,
evaluate safety protocols and design
practices, and recommend strategies
that protect travelers, employees,
commercial drivers and emergency
responders alike. The Safe System
Approach builds multiple layers of
protection through safer roads, peo-
ple, vehicles, speeds and post-crash
care to account for human error, re-
duce the severity of crashes and ul-
timately eliminate roadway deaths
and serious injuries.

“The New York State Thruway has
long been recognized as one of the
safest major highway systems in the
nation and maintaining that stan-

Y, [7/7]

NYS DOT REGION 8 SAFETY SEMINAR

The New York State Thruway, Orange County.

dard requires proactive planning and
continuous innovation,” Thruway
Authority Executive Director Frank
G. Hoare, Esq. said. “There’s nothing
more important than the safety of
our employees and first responders,
as well as the hundreds of millions of
motorists that use the Thruway sys-
tem each year. With the launch of the
Comprehensive Safety Action Plan,
we’re reinforcing our commitment to
a safe, more resilient transportation
corridor. We want to engage travel-
ers, communities and transportation
partners because safety is a shared
responsibility.”

The Comprehensive Safety Action
Plan will address a broad range of

American Road
& Transportation
Builders Association

safety concerns, including:

+ Crash and trend analysis across
the full Thruway corridor, identifying
incident prone segments and con-
tributing factors.

» Roadway and employee safety in
work zones and maintenance areas.

« Emergency response coordina-
tion and communication systems,
ensuring swift, effective response
when incidents occur.

« Risk factors and contextual condi-
tions that contribute to severe crash-
es (e.g., weather, visibility, roadway
design).

+ Safety messaging, warnings and
advanced technology solutions (e.g.,
variable message signs (VMS), speed

3 NEW YORK
STATE OF
CFPORTURITY.

ANNUAL CIC

Thank You To Our Sponsors

management).

» Review and improvement of pol-
icies and design practices that influ-
ence roadway safety.

The Comprehensive Safety Ac-
tion Plan will also provide targeted
strategies tailored to the needs of
each Thruway Maintenance division
and region, to be developed in col-
laboration with Thruway Authority
staff, law enforcement, emergency
responders, freight and commercial
operators and community stake-
holders. Through the development
of the Comprehensive Safety Action
Plan, the Thruway Authority will also

Please Turn to Page 20
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Attorney’s Column

‘Additional Insured’ vs. ‘Named Insured’ Distinction
Leads to Significant Gap in Coverage, $1.4M Loss

By THOMAS H. WELBY, P.E., ESQ., and GREGORY J. SPAUN, ESQ.

With insurance claims
(and costs) skyrocketing
thanks to New York’s infa-
mous scaffold law, it is more
important than ever to be
sure to understand the in-
surance coverage afforded
to you under the various
insurance policies you rely
on to protect you. While you
may have a thorough un-
derstanding of your own in-
surance policy, contractors
frequently obtain insurance
coverage from their subcon-
tractors, and contractors
routinely also provide insur-
ance to other entities, such

BCC contracted with Ben F.
Blanton Construction to be
the general contractor for
the project. Blanton, as re-
quired by its contract with
BCC, procured insurance
with Travelers; Blanton was
the “named insured” on the
policy, and BCC was the “ad-
ditional named insured.”

During the construction, a
retainingwall failed, causing
significant property dam-
age, as well as delays to the
project. BCC placed a claim
under Blanton’s policy with
Travelers, as an “additional
named insured,” to recover

insured” qualified for loss
of income coverage under
the policy. BCC appealed,
and the appellate court af-
firmed. In doing so, the ap-
pellate court noted that the
policy’s coverage extends
to “the actual loss of ‘rent-
al value’ you sustain” and
“your ‘soft costs’ that re-
sult from certain construc-
tion delays, but that the
policy explicitly states twice
that “the words ‘you’ and
‘your’ refer to the Named
Insured shown in the Dec-
larations” (i.e.: Blanton).

As to the “additional

Not only are these certificates specifically provided “for
informational purposes only” (meaning that they are
legally unenforceable), they do not go into same detail as
the terms of the actual policy itself, and can easily leave
someone believing that there is insurance coverage when

there is not.

as upstream contractors
and owners. In that regard,
it is also important that you
understand the terms of
the policies of others which
are affording you coverage.

A federal appellate court,
in the recent case of BCC
Partners, LLC v Travelers
Property and Casualty Com-
pany of America, reminds us
of the importance of under-
standing the language of
the applicable policy; here,
the differences between be-
ing an “additional insured”
and a “named insured”.

Background

BCC Partners was the
owner of a project to build
an apartment complex.

its lost rental income and
other soft costs arising out
of the collapse and result-
ing delays. Travelers denied
the claim, noting policy lan-
guage that only the “named
insured” is covered against
such losses. BCC sued Trav-
elers for breaching the pol-
icy, and Travelers moved
for summary judgment
dismissing the lawsuit, ar-
guing that the policy lan-
guage was clear that such
losses were only covered
for the “named insured”.
Decision

The lower court granted
Travelers’ motion, finding
that the policy language was
clear that only the “named

named insured,” the ap-
pellate court noted that the
policy specifically limited
the available coverage to:
“Owners of Covered Prop-
erty”; “Mortgagees or loss
payees”; “Contractors, sub
contractors and sub-sub
contractors”; and “Lessors
or lessees” of “Covered
Property," which the pol-
icy defined as the sum of:
“Permanent Works,” such
as construction equipment
and materials, and “Tempo-
rary Works,” such as scaf-
folds, fencing, trailers, or
other “temporary buildings
or structures incidental
to completion of the proj-
ect,” but only “to the extent

Thomas Welby, P.E., ESQ.

of their financial interest
in the Covered Property.”
Given this specific defini-
tion of “additional named
insured,” BCC’s argument
that it was an addition-
al “named insured” under
the policy (and, therefore,
the “named insured” cov-
erage should also be af-
forded to it) was rejected.
Comment

Many owners and up-
stream contractors are con-
tent to allow construction
to proceed merely upon a
downstream party’s pro-
vision of a certificate of in-
surance showing that an
insurance policy is in force,
which shows that a required
entity may be afforded cov-
erage under the policy. Not
only are these certificates
specifically provided “for
informational purposes
only” (meaning that they
are legally unenforceable),
they do not go into same
detail as the terms of the
actual policy itself, and can
easily leave someone be-
lieving that there is insur-
ance coverage when there
is not. An insurance pol-
icy is a contract, and will

Gregory J. Spaun, ESQ.

be interpreted as such.

In order to remedy the is-
sue, contractors would be
well advised to review the
terms of not only their own
insurance policy, but any
other policy on which they
(or any other person or en-
tity for whom they are pro-
viding coverage) will rely
in the event of a loss. Here,
simply comparing the pol-
icy’s definitions of “named
insured” and “addition-
al named insured” side by
side would have revealed
the significant gap in cover-
age. Accordingly, while the
property damage itself was
covered under the policy,
after Blanton’s bankrupt-
cy BCC was left to shoulder
a $1.4 million loss without
the prospect of recovery. l

About the authors: Thom-
as H. Welby, Esq., PE., is Gen-
eral Counsel to the CIC and
the BCA, and is the Founder
and Senior Counsel to the law
firm Welby, Brady & Green-
blatt, LLE, with headquarters
in White Plains, NY. Gregory J.
Spaun, Esq., is General Counsel
to the Queens and Bronx Build-
ing Association and an attorney
and a partner with the firm.
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Participate in hands on demonstrations
supervised by professionals who introduce
them to the vast career opportunities and
unlimited potential for advancement in
the construction industry.

This event is free and open to everyone,

including High School students, parents,

Guidance Counselors and Young Adults
looking for Career opportunities!

Trades from Westchester, Rockland and Orange Will Be in Attendance

Thursday, March 26, 2026
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Rockland Community College
145 College Rd., Suffern, NY 10901

Wasos 914-631-6070

cicbca.org

WALK-INS WELCOME

ADVANCED
REGISTRATION
ENCOURAGED




CONSTRUCTION NEWS |

JANUARY 2026

ROﬂdS Continued from P. 3

to have the worst road and bridge
conditions in New York State while
maintaining the largest amount
of lane miles and largest number
of bridges in New York State. Con-
tinuing the increased investment in
New York’s roads and bridges in this
year’s budget is a must for the Hud-
son Valley. This increased funding is
sorely needed to improve the safety
and conditions of the motoring pub-
lic in the Hudson Valley.”

The woefulness of NYSDOT Region
8 roads was made clear in a report
NYSDOT issued in August 2025. It
said that Region 8 roads had the low-
est percentage of “Good + Excellent”
roads in the state—46.5%. The same
is true with state and local bridge
conditions: Region 8 is the worst in
New York.

Speakers at the press conference
acknowledged the victory achieved
last year when they were able to work
with the governor and deliver an in-
crease to the NYSDOT Capital Plan of
$800 million and in the Consolidat-
ed Local and Street and Highway Im-
provement Program (CHIPS) by $50
million for a total of $648.1 million.
The NYSDOT's five-year Capital Plan
now stands at $34.1 billion.

Mr. Loughlin said, “Our roadway
infrastructure, which serves as the
state’s lifeblood of the transporta-
tion network, is severely outdated
and in dire need of major capital in-
vestments in New York State Region
8. I'm confident that the governor
will recognize we must continue to
address these deficiencies, as they
limit the region’s economic poten-
tial and put residents’ safety at risk.
By maintaining important capital

investments this year in our road-
ways and transportation infrastruc-
ture, we can provide good paying
jobs and strengthen our communi-
ties for the future.”

Todd Diorio, president of the Hud-
son Valley Building & Construction

funding in the state budget process.”

Also, the number of its repaved
lane miles dropped by almost half in
two years, from 430 miles in 2022 to
245 miles in 2024. Region 8 also has
the worst repaving cycle in the state.
It takes 16 years on average for state

Coalition Calls to Fund
Priority Roadway Projects

Rockland County
Stony Point: Route 9W - Park Road to Bear Mountain

Westchester County
Somers: Routes 118/202—Route 35 to Route 139

Mount Kisco: Route 117—Preston Way to Route 133,
and Route 133—Route 117 to Beverly Road

Yorktown: Route 100 from Crowhill Road to Route 134

Bedford: Route 117 from Harris Road to the Bedford Hills
Fire Station

Putnam County
Carmel: Route 6 from Somers Commons to Belden Road

Trades Council and the Business
Manager of the Eastern New York
Laborers’ District Council, said,
“Robust investment in New York’s
transportation infrastructure is
critical for motorist safety, job cre-
ation and maintaining the structur-
al integrity of the state's roads and
bridges. We call on Gov. Hochul and
the New York State Legislature to
continue to prioritize transportation

roadways to be repaved here, while
the repaving cycle is only 12 years in
the rest of the state.

A host of state elected officials
support the industry’s push for
more road funding. “While there has
been an appreciable commitment to
funding road and transportation in-
frastructure repairs by Gov. Hochul
these past few years, now is the time
to continue this momentum,” said

Road/Bridge Condition Data Reveals
System Deteriorating at ‘Alarming Rate’

TARRYTOWN, NY—A broad coali-
tion of business, construction and
labor organizations sent a letter to
Gov. Hochul and members of the
State Legislature on Jan. 5, urging
their support for a $950-million in-
crease in NYSDOT’s core program.
The coalition, which includes the
CIC, the Associated General Con-
tractors of New York State and doz-
ens of other organizations, stated
that the increased funding in the FY

2027 Executive Budget will support
the safety and efficiency of roads,
bridges and public transportation
systems across New York State, en-
suring that essential infrastruc-
ture keeps pace with growing de-
mands and deteriorating conditions.

The group noted that current
NYSDOT road and bridge condi-
tions data demonstrates that the
state’s transportation system con-
tinues to worsen at alarming rates.

New York ranks 45th nationally for
the percentage of major roadway
pavements in good condition—a
30% decline overthe past five years.
These roadways carry essential
mobility and freight traffic critical
to the state’s economy. New York
ranks 46th nationally for share of
deficient bridges. According to the
Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), 27% (4,431) of the state’s
bridges show significant deteri-

Sen. Harckham. “This is especially
true for the Hudson Valley region,
which has more state roads in great-
er need of repair than anywhere
else in New York. If we are serious
about wanting to preserve our qual-
ity of life, foster economic growth
and create good paying jobs, then
we need to make the critical invest-
ments necessary to ensure the safe-
ty and viability of our roadways.”

“I stand with my colleagues and
union leaders to urge Governor Kathy
Hochul to make a long-overdue in-
vestment in the Hudson Valley and
DOT Region 8 and to revisit the cur-
rent 5-year capital plan to reflect crit-
ical infrastructure needs,” said Sen.
Mayer. “For far too long, this region
has been shortchanged, resulting in
some of the poorest road conditions
in the entire state. I will continue to
be outspoken in my effort to get proj-
ects approved that have been delayed
for too long, particularly those in my
Senate district. I thank Senator Pete
Harckham for his leadership, IUOE
Local 137 for hosting, and my col-
leagues and union friends for their
continued partnership.”

A 2025 report from TRIP, a nation-
al transportation research organi-
zation, concluded that poor road
and bridge conditions cost motor-
ists $38 billion annually due to ve-
hicle damage, crashes and traffic:
a veritable “pothole tax” that few
families can afford. The report also
notes that delaying repairs ends up
increasing costs for state and local
governments exponentially more:
every $1 of deferred maintenance
costs an additional $4-$5 in needed
future repairs. H

oration in key structural compo-
nents such as decks and supports.

The letter concluded: “An addi-
tional $950 million in your FY27
Executive Budget for NYSDOT’s
core capital program is a neces-
sary step to help reverse these
trends. We must make fiscally
prudent infrastructure invest-
ments that benefit all New Yorkers
and continue to annually reevalu-
ate road and bridge conditions.”

State of the State continued from P.1

Smart Growth Water Grant Program,
which will focus on sewer and water
projects that directly enable the con-
struction of new housing units and
the creation of permanent jobs;

+ Modernizing the Jamaica Sta-
tion in Queens into a world-class
station. The reimagined Jamaica
Station will help create better traf-
fic flow, reduce crowding, and build
out a world class station complex
providing seamless connection
between the LIRR Main Line, NYC
Transit, and AirTrain JFK for the

millions of commuters who depend
on this station.

« Advance the expansion of Second
Avenue Subway project. Gov. Ho-
chul is proposing to support the next
phase of this project with funding for
design and preliminary engineering
to advance tunneling across 125th
Street. The extension along 125th
Street will improve commutes for
millions of New Yorkers, save signif-
icant time for commuters benefiting
from intersections with seven north-
south subway lines across Manhat-

tan, and connect underserved com-
munities to jobs. She also continued
her commitment for the Interbor-
ough Express project in Queens.
 Raising her previous goal of at-
tracting 1 gigawatt of new nuclear
power to 5 gigawatts of new nucle-
ar power in upstate New York. The
Nuclear Reliability Backbone will be
developed by a new Department of
Public Service process to consider,
review, and facilitate a cost-effec-
tive pathway to 4 gigawatts of new
nuclear energy that will combine

with existing nuclear generation
and the New York Power Authority's
previously announced 1 gigawatt
project, to create an 8.4 gigawatt
“backbone” of reliable energy for
New Yorkers.

The governor’s 160-page agen-
da book highlighting past ac-
complishments as well as laying
out plans in the coming FY2026-
2027 can be viewed here: www.
governor.ny.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-01/2026StateoftheState-
Book.pdf. W
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ALBANY—New York State officials
announced on Jan. 9 that more than
$101 million in state funding has
been awarded to support 25 proj-
ects across New York that will mod-
ernize key freight lines and port fa-
cilities under the state’s Passenger
and Freight Rail Assistance Program
(PFRAP).

The investment will enhance the
reliability and resiliency of major
trade corridors while also support-
ing the governor’s nation-leading
agenda to combat climate change by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
from the transportation sector. The
projects focus on track and bridge
rehabilitation, capacity expansion,
procurement of cleaner rail equip-
ment, and the modernization and
expansion of rail infrastructure in
freight yards and at seaport facilities.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said,
“New York is a national leader in
freight rail, which is a fuel-efficient
method to transport goods through-
out the state and across the country.
Investing in key freight infrastruc-
ture is a step forward in reducing
New York’s emissions while modern-
izing our rail system.”

The winning projects include $1.7
million to connect a grain facility to
the Finger Lakes Railway in Water-
loo; $3.2 million to establish direct
rail access to the South Buffalo Rail-
road at the UFP facility in Lackawan-
na; $4.6 million for bridge and track
rehabilitation on the Buffalo and
Pittsburgh Railroad; and $1.6 mil-
lion to enhance rail infrastructure in
Sangerfield for improved access to

Albany Update

New York Awards Over $101 Million in Grants
To Support 25 Freight Line, Port Facility Projects

local and international markets.
The New York City Department of
Small Business Services (NYCSBS)

ability to retain and grow manufac-
turing jobs, and support economic
development. Winning projects were

The New York City region is expected to receive $40 million in state grants,
including $10 million for the Hunts Point Marine Terminal Development
Project in the Bronx.

and the Long Island Rail Road (LIRR)
have each received two $10-million
awards. The NYCSBS will use its
funding for two projects: building
a fully electrified maritime hub in
Hunts Point and rehabilitating Pier
10 to support the Red Hook Contain-
er Terminal. The LIRR’s two awards
will fund upgrades to the Fresh Pond
Yard and English Kills bridges to
meet modern loading and clearance
standards.

The Passenger and Freight Rail
Assistance Program is administered
by the New York State Department of
Transportation and funds projects
that support the safe movement of
freight goods, improve service reli-

selected through a competitive solic-
itation process and rated based on
established criteria including a ben-
efit cost analysis, adherence to re-
gional economic development plans,
safety enhancements, compatibility
with other private and public invest-
ments, and actions that enhance re-
silience and reduce climate risk.
Eligible project activities included
track and bridge rehabilitation; yard,
terminal and siding construction;
elimination of clearance obstruc-
tions; wharf, dock and bulkhead
construction and reconstruction;
dredging; at-grade crossing railroad
crossing resurfacing; material han-
dling equipment storage facilities;

wayside detectors and other projects
that enhance the safe movement of
goods, economic competitiveness
and reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

The $40-million in grant funding to
New York City includes:

$10,000,000 to New York City De-
partment of Small Business Services
for the Hunts Point Marine Terminal
Development Project, which will sup-
port a new fully electrified maritime
hub while also reducing GHG emis-
sions, creating jobs, and mitigat-
ing congestion. This grant will fund
electric infrastructure (to support
electric cargo handling equipment
charging and shore power), new op-
erational facilities, and enhanced
site security.

$10,000,000 to New York City De-
partment of Small Business Services
to rehabilitate and extend the func-
tional life of Pier 10, which is key to
the critical operational needs of the
Red Hook Container Terminal and
hundreds of waterfront jobs.

$10,000,000 to Long Island Rail
Road to replace the LIRR Fresh Pond
Yard Bridge with a new structure that
meets all modern loading and clear-
ance standards. The project will en-
sure continued movement of nearly
all freight rail on and off Long Island
and accommodate future growth.

$10,000,000 to Long Island Rail
Road to rehabilitate the LIRR English
Kills Bridge to meet modern loading
and clearance standards. The project
will ensure continued movement of
freight rail to a key yard in Brooklyn
and accommodate future growth.

New York State Invested $3.6 Billion in Paving
And Bridge Improvement Projects in 2025

ALBANY—New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul announced on Dec. 30 that
New York State’s investments have
upgraded or rehabilitated more
than 4,120 lane miles of state and
local highways, filled more than 1.3
million potholes, and replaced, re-
habilitated or improved more than
3,700 bridges.

The New York State Department
of Transportation and Thruway Au-
thority completed a historic amount
ofwork in 2025, with a 47% increase
to the lane mileage of roadways up-
graded or rehabilitated and a 19%
increase in the number of bridges
repaired or replaced compared to
2024. Together, 2025 saw $3.6 bil-
lion invested in critical improve-
ments to New York’s transportation
infrastructure.

“New Yorkers deserve a depend-
able transportation network that
gets them where they need to safe-
ly and efficiently, and we are work-

ing in high gear to ensure they get
it,” Gov. Hochul said. “Thanks to
the hard work and dedication of
our highway crews and contrac-
tors, we made remarkable progress
during the past year to modernize
our roads and bridges, giving New
Yorkers smoother rides and fewer
hassles in their daily travels, and we
have no intention of slowing down
in 2026.”

During 2025, the New York State
Department of Transportation im-
proved 3,960 lane miles along state
and local highways, representing a
more than $1.6 billion investment
in New York’s roadways. NYSDOT
also replaced, rehabilitated or im-
proved 3,678 bridges statewide, to-
taling nearly $1.8 billion. NYSDOT’s
work accounted for a nearly $3.5
billion investment that enhanced
safety, improved sustainability and
boosted resiliency against severe
weather impacts.

New York State Department of
Transportation Commissioner
Marie Therese Dominguez said,
“Thanks to Governor Hochul’s vi-
sion and leadership, New York State
is making unprecedented progress
investing in the safety and resilien-
cy of our roads and bridges, giving
travelers smoother rides and saf-
er journeys across the state. Much
has been accomplished in 2025 and
we look forward to investing and
achieving even more improvements
in our transportation network
across New York State for the bet-
terment of all New Yorkers in 2026.”

In the Mid-Hudson region, a total
of 356 lane miles were upgraded or
rehabilitated and 229 bridges were
rehabilitated or replaced in 2025.

NYSDOT crews filled more than
1.3 million pot holes during the year.
Crews also performed maintenance
on an additional 1,948 bridges.

Additionally, in 2025, the New

York State Thruway Authority rein-
vested toll dollars in improvements
across the system, including: $158
million to reconstruct or rehabili-
tate more than 168 total lane miles;
$89 million to rebuild or rehabili-
tate 26 bridges; $2 million in infra-
structure improvements; and, $18
million in Intelligent Transporta-
tion Systems (ITS) upgrades. In ad-
dition to roadway resurfacing, the
Thruway Authority also invested
over $14 million in safety enhance-
ments, including guiderail repairs,
line striping, signage and drainage
improvements.

New York State Thruway Authority
Executive Director Frank G. Hoare
said, “The Thruway Authority is
committed to investing toll revenue
into critical infrastructure projects
across the 570-mile system, mod-
ernizing our transportation system

Please Turn to Page 17
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New York City Update

DEP Closes Highest Value Watershed Land
Purchase in History for Parcel Near Kensico

MOUNT PLEASANT, NY—
The New York City Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection reported recent-
ly the highest value water-
shed land purchase ever
made to protect the city’s
drinking water supply. The
$12.56-million acquisition
of more than 48 acres near
the Kensico Reservoir in
Westchester County is con-
sistent with the agency’s
evolving science-based pri-
orities in water quality pro-
tection efforts and a major
investment in safeguarding
clean, high-quality water for
generations to come, DEP
officials stated.

The newly purchased
land sits within the Kensi-
co Reservoir watershed—a
critical point in the city’s
water system where near-
ly all drinking water from
upstate reservoirs flows be-
fore reaching consumers’
taps. Protecting land in this
area helps prevent pollu-
tion from reaching the water

supply and reduces the need
for costly treatment.

“This is a truly historic in-
vestment to protect the high
quality of the pristine unfil-
tered water that New York City
is famous for,” said DEP Com-
missioner Rohit T. Aggarwala.
“As climate change and devel-
opment create new challeng-
es, we are focusing our re-
sources where they will have
the greatest impact on water
quality. Protecting land near
Kensico is one of the smartest
ways we can do that.”

The purchase, announced
in late December, is the sin-
gle most expensive land
acquisition DEP has ever
made for watershed protec-
tion. Over nearly 200 years,
New York City has acquired
or protected more than
200,000 acres of land across
its upstate watershed, pri-
marily in the Catskill Moun-
tains, where most of the
city’s drinking water origi-
nates. All of that water ulti-
mately passes through the

The DEP’s acquisition covers more than 48 acres near the Kensico Reservoir in Mount

Pleasant, NY.

Kensico Reservoir on its way
to homes and businesses

B TOCQUEVILLE

Asset Management L.P.

Michael J. Paton

mpaton@tocqueville.com

212-698-0812

40 West 57t Street, 19t Floor
New York, New York 10019

across the region.

DEP already owns land
along the entire shoreline
of the Kensico Reservoir
and several nearby par-
cels. Adding this forested
48-acre property increas-
es protection of natural
streams and hillsides that
help filter stormwater be-
fore it reaches the reservoir.
The purchase aligns with re-
cent recommendation from
the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine to prioritize in-
vestments in land parcels
that offer the greatest wa-
ter-quality benefits.

Since the late 1980s, fed-
eral rules have required
municipal  surface-water
supplies to be filtered and
disinfected. New York City
and select other municipal
water supplies have been
able to achieve a waiver to
filtration—known as a Filtra-
tion Avoidance Determina-
tion (FAD)—when extraordi-
nary efforts are undertaken
to protect the water sup-
ply at its source. New York
City’s most recent 10-year
waiver is up for renewal at
the end of 2027. Building a
filtration plant for the entire
supply from the Catskills
would surpass the largest
capital investment the city
has ever undertaken.

Mount Pleasant Supervi-
sor Carl Fulgenzi said, “This
acquisition, 48 acres of the
former Legionaries proper-

ty, is especially meaningful
to us and puts this proper-
ty back on the tax rolls after
many years. Our community
also receives water direct-
ly from the Kensico outlet
works, and the preserved
land will also create valuable
new green space for our res-
idents. We deeply appreciate
both the land protection ef-
forts and the ongoing infra-
structure investments that
NYC DEP continues to make
in our community. These ac-
tions reflect their dedication
to safeguarding the water-
shed and ensuring the de-
livery of the highest-quality
drinking water.”

DEP is closely monitoring
potential risks to water qual-
ity, including climate-driven
extreme weather, droughts,
and changing regulations.
These efforts help ensure
that the city remains ahead
of emerging challenges, par-
ticularly in Westchester and
Putnam counties, where de-
velopment pressures and
evolving water quality con-
cerns require proactive and
adaptive management.

The Kensico Reservoir,
located just north of White
Plains, has supplied water
to New York City since 1915.
It can hold up to 30 hillion
gallons of water and typical-
ly handles about 90 percent
of the city’s total drinking
water supply, as well as wa-
ter for much of Westchester
County. Il
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NYS Awards $63M to Mid-Hudson Region
For Downtowns, Private Projects, DPWs

By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—To close out 2025, Em-
pire State Development announced
on Dec. 30 that the Mid-Hudson
region was awarded $53.1 million
through a 2025 Regional Economic
Development Council initiative and
another $10 million to be used to-
ward future high-impact projects.

The funding will support 53
projects across seven counties, le-
veraging nearly $216.9 million in
additional public and private in-
vestments, state officials said.

The big municipal winners were
the Village of Haverstraw, which
was awarded $10 million toward
the long-anticipated Chair Facto-
ry redevelopment project and the
City of Newburgh, which secured
more than $10 million in funding
for a variety of projects including
a new deep-water pier at the New-
burgh waterfront. The city received
$2 million in state funding, which
builds on $4 million in federal
grants secured by Rep. Pat Ryan
(D-18th District) for the deep-water
port project aimed at attracting riv-
er cruise liners to the city.

The Village of Haverstraw won
$10 million in funding from the
state under the state’s Downtown
Revitalization Initiative program in
November 2021.

Other projects of note include a
new film and television production
studio to be built by Choice Films
in the Village of Montgomery in Or-
ange County, and funding the next
phase of the Extell Hudson Water-
front development in Yonkers.

Mid-Hudson Regional Econom-
ic Development Council Co-Chairs
Dr. Marsha Gordon and Dr. Kris-
tine Young commented that the
Mid-Hudson REDC supports “a di-
verse slate of projects that reflect
the region’s long-term vision for in-
clusive, sustainable growth.” They
said the investments will support
new housing, strengthen tourism
economies and renew downtowns
across the Mid-Hudson.

The following are projects in the
Mid-Hudson region that secured
$500,000 in funding or more.

Rockland, Town of Clarkstown,
Prospect and Church Street Side-
walks ($1,590,933)

The Town of Clarkstown will in-
stall approximately 4,000 linear feet
of sidewalks on Prospect and Church
Streets connecting the residential
neighborhoods on either side of the
Main Street corridor with the down-
town Nanuet business district and
the commuter rail station. This proj-
ect is a key component of the town’s
new Transit Oriented Development
zoning district, which allows for the
construction of 750 residential units
within walking distance from the
commuter train station and down-
town hamlet center.

Westchester, Village of Hast-
ings-on-Hudson, Ravensdale Pe-
destrian and Bike Improvement
($1,156,894)

The Village of Hastings-on-Hud-
son will install a 5-feet-wide side-
walk and two 4-feet-wide bicycle
lanes along Ravensdale Road and a
5-feet-wide sidewalk along Saw Mill
River Road. The new infrastructure
creates a continuous system con-
necting schools, the train station,
bus stops, downtown and recreation
facilities. The project also fills a gap
in connection to the South County

the HVAC system at the historic
Paramount Theatre in downtown
Peekskill, and designate it as a cool-
ing center to offer the community a
reliable refuge from the health and
safety risks associated with increas-
ingly severe heat waves. Additional-
ly, the improved HVAC will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions through
the reduction of energy use.
Westchester, Village of Irving-

Haverstraw, Newburgh secure major funding for
projects valued at $10 million each.

William Street, Newburgh, NY

Trail (Empire State Trail) enabling
cyclists and runners to access the
trail without driving.

Westchester, Village of Briarcliff
Manor, Law Park Drainage Basin
Phase 3 ($1,972,903)

The Village of Briarcliff Manor
will right-size stormwater convey-
ance piping as part of the third and
final phase of the Law Park Drain-
age project. This project will allevi-
ate flooding caused by undersized
drainage infrastructure. This proj-
ect delivers a right-sized stormwa-
ter management system designed
to convey the flows of the 25-year
storm plus an additional 20% in-
crease in peak flow to account for
the increase in storm intensity due
to climate change.

Westchester, City of Peekskill,
Paramount Theatre Colling Cen-
ter ($1,775,436)

The City of Peekskill will upgrade

ton, Train Station Connectivity
Project ($550,000)

The Village of Irvington will in-
stall 5-feet-wide sidewalks on South
Buckhout Street, connecting the
residential neighborhoods of Half
Moon and Spiro Park with the Met-
ro North train station. This proj-
ect is critical due to the residential
development of three large par-
cels on South Buckhout Street and
a planned transit-oriented design
zoning district in the area. The proj-
ect will address a large gap in pe-
destrian infrastructure that exists
along a busy vehicular route that
deters walking. Addressing this gap
will help reduce vehicle travel to the
train station and therefore green-
house gas emissions.

Dutchess, City of Beacon, Melz-
ingah Reservoir Dam Rehabilita-
tion ($2,000,000)

The City of Beacon will rehabili-

tate the Melzingah Reservoir Dam,
a Class C High Hazard structure.
The remediation meets require-
ments to safely pass 50% of the
probable maximum precipitation
adjusted for climate scenarios over
10-, 20- and 30-year horizons. The
design specifically addresses the
increasing intensity and frequency
of 100-year storms by raising the
dam’s crest and increasing spillway
capacity to handle more runoff and
peak flows.

Orange, City of Newburgh, Liber-
ty Street Long Term Control Plan
and Reconstruction ($6,895,000)

The City of Newburgh will mod-
ernize critical public infrastructure
to allow for further development
and enhanced quality of life. Infra-
structure components include wa-
ter, gas, sewer and road infrastruc-
ture. This investment will allow for
at least three new mixed use hous-
ing projects to move forward, creat-
ing 209 new mixed-income apart-
ments in downtown Newburgh.

Rockland, Village of Haver-
straw, Haverstraw Chair Factory
($10,000,000)

A public/private partnership with
the Village of Haverstraw will un-
dertake the Haverstraw Chair Fac-
tory redevelopment, a shovel-ready
project to transform a derelict in-
dustrial site into a community an-
chor. The project will complete pub-
lic infrastructure including roads,
utilities, and water systems to en-
able the construction of 450 units.
By redeveloping this long-vacant
waterfront parcel, the project will
catalyze economic revitalization,
improve public access to the water-
front, and serve as a placemaking
anchor for the downtown area.

Orange, City of Newburgh, New
Newburgh Landing ($2,000,000)

The City of Newburgh will con-
struct a new deep-water pier at the
Newburgh Waterfront, inviting river
cruises to dock and allowing thou-
sands of new tourists to experience
the unique charm of Newburgh
restaurants, parks and nightlife.

Orange, Village of Montgomery,
Choice Stages ($900,000)

Choice Films will construct a new
Film and Television production
studio in the Town of Montgomery.
This new production stage will cre-
ate hundreds of new film produc-
tion jobs and allow Choice Films to
work on even more projects at once,
helping to meet the growing de-
mand for production studios in the
Hudson Valley.

Westchester, City of Yonkers, Ex-
tell & Hudson Piers ($1,500,000)

Extell Hudson Waterfront LLC
is developing a key phase of its
transformative Hudson Piers proj-
ect, creating new retail space
and a 34,000-square-foot public
park that opens a once- inacces-
sible section of the Yonkers water-
front. This phase anchors a larger

Please Turn to Page 15
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What’s New & Who’s News

Westchester Promotes Joan McDonald
To Deputy County Executive Position

WHITE PLAINS—West-
chester County Executive
Ken Jenkins announced that
recently appointed Depu-
ty County Executive Rich-
ard Wishnie will retire from
county government at the
end of January, closing a
more than 50-year career of
public service in county gov-
ernment.

The position Mr. Wishnie
relinquishes will be filled by
Joan McDonald who current-
ly serves as director of opera-
tions. In her new position as
Deputy County Executive, Ms.
McDonald brings decades of
experience in public service
and infrastructure leader-
ship, along with a deep un-
derstanding of government
operations. Prior to serving
as director of operations, she
served as the New York State

Richard Wishnie

commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Transportation. She
also served as commissioner
of the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Economic and Com-
munity Development. She is
also the chair of the IDA and
LDC, and the New York State
Bridge Authority.

Mr. Jenkins said, “Joan’s

Joan McDonald

experience, judgment, and
steady leadership make her
exceptionally well-suited for
this role. She has dedicated
her career to strengthening
communities, and her lead-
ership will continue to be a
tremendous asset to West-
chester County.”

The County Executive also

Emily Saltzman

announced that Emily Saltz-
man has been promoted to
director of operations. Ms.
Saltzman has served West-
chester County for nearly a
decade as the deputy director
of operations, and brings ex-
tensive experience from local
and state government. She
also serves on the Purchase

College Council.

Mr. Jenkins noted that Ms.
Saltzman's promotion re-
flects her deep institutional
knowledge, strong leader-
ship, and personal commit-
ment to this county. “She un-
derstands how government
works and how to make it
work better for the people we
serve,” he said.

Under the leadership of Ms.
McDonald and Ms. Saltzman,
the Operations team guid-
ed the county through the
COVID-19 response, oversaw
the development of the coun-
ty’s $2-billion budget, and
launched innovative initia-
tives that included the Hous-
ing FLEX Funds, the Local
Transportation  Assistance
Program (LTAP) and the De-
partment of Infrastructure
Grants (DIG) Program.

You're In Good Company

Members and Laborers - Now is time to advertise in the 2026 CIC/BCA Directory & Buyer's Guide

Advertising Deadline Wednesday, January 28, 2026
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Take advantage of being included in the handy and accessible reference guide used by industry decision makers every day.
For more information on how to reserve your ad space, contact Sharon Regan Masciovecchio: sharon@cicnys.org, 914-631-6070
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Industry Stakeholders Discuss Issues & Needs
With Gov. Kathy Hochul at Legislative Reception

December 17, 2025 in Tarrytown NY
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Laborers L.U. 754 Business From left, Westchester & Putnam Building & From left, CIC's John Cooney with
Manager Stephen J. Reich Construction Trades Council’s Ed Cooke of the governor and Louis Picani of
expressed Rockland County Carpenters L.U. 279, Gov. Hochul and Jeff Loughlin Teamsters L.U. 456.

concerns to Gov. Kathy Hochul. of Operating Engineers L.U. 137
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From left, Teamsters L.U.456 Mike Martinez, Louis Picani with Gov. Hochul, Dominick Extra! Extra! Gov. Hochul reads
Cassanelli, Jr., Roger Taranto and Joseph Tavares. all about it.

Montesano Brothers’s Dominick and Vito Montesano with From left, Operating Engineers L.U. 137’s Jim Sasso,
the governor. Michael Miller with Gov. Hochul and Jeff Loughlin.

CIC’s John Cooney hosts Gov. Hochul with BCA’s Matt Pepe. From left, RCA Asphalt’s Adriane Casterella with
Gov. Hochul and Loretta Cusato.
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development that will ultimately ad-
dress the regional housing shortage
by delivering over 1,000 new hous-
ing units, including over 100 afford-
able units for low-income families.

Westchester, City of White
Plains, The Sheffield Residences
($650,000)

Fisher Hill Owner LLC will con-
struct commercial space within the
Sheffield Residences project locat-
ed in downtown White Plains. This
commercial space is part of a larger
development that includes over 100
transit-oriented, affordable housing
units.

Orange, Village of Warwick, Craft
Beverage and Tourism Enhance-
ment Initiative ($500,000)

Drowned Lands Brewery, located
at the former Orange County Cor-
rectional Facility in Orange County,
will diversify their brand through
the transformation of their outdoor
space into an outdoor event and fes-
tival destination and create a new
tourist and community hub in the
Hudson Valley. This expansion will
allow for a wide range of potential
on-site events from craft beverage
festivals, corporate retreats, music
festivals and family or community
events.

Rockland, Village of New Square,
Village of New Square Drainage Im-
provements Phase II ($2,000,000)

The Village of New Square will use
$2,000,000 in NYS CDBG funds for
Phase II of a drainage system im-
provements project.

Ulster, Village of New Paltz, Vil-
lage of New Paltz Sanitary Sewer
Rehabilitation ($1,500,000)

The Village of New Paltz will use
$1,500,000 in CDBG funds to replace
sewer mains and manholes.

Sullivan, Village of Liberty, Village
of Liberty Phase 2 Water System
Improvement Project ($1,497,159)

The Village of Liberty will use
$1,497,159 in CDBG funds for a
Phase 2 Water System Improvements
project to resolve deficiencies within
the distribution system.

Ulster, Village of Ellenville, Vil-
lage of Ellenville Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Upgrade ($2,000,000)

The Village of Ellenville will use
$2,000,000 of CDBG funds to up-
grade existing equipment and fa-
cilities at the Ellenville Wastewater
Treatment Plant to address plant de-
ficiencies and concerns

Orange, City of Newburgh, One
Lafayette ($2,000,000)

One Lafayette is a mixed-use de-
velopment combining mixed-in-
come affordable and workforce
housing with retail/commercial

space. The project is an infill devel-
opment located within a New York
State designated disadvantaged
community at the intersection of
Liberty St. and Lafeyette St. just a few
blocks from the Hudson River in the
City of Newburgh, Orange County.
The development of approximate-
ly 200,000 square feet will create a
single five story building comprised
of residential housing units and re-
tail space. Featuring 9,000 square
feet of commercial/retail space with
high visibility and walking traffic
along Liberty Street and 145 housing
units: 127 units of affordable to area
households earning 30-80% of area
median income, and 18 market rate
units. Additionally, the lower level
will include indoor parking with EV
charging stations and storage. The
project will result in an all-electric
building with ENERGY STAR® appli-
ances, geothermal heat pump and
air-tight envelope to reduce energy
consumption and help improve the
economic and cultural vibrancy of
the surrounding neighborhood.
Orange, Cornwall, The Corn-
wall Arms: a Carbon-Neutral Cata-
lyst for Main Street Revitalization
($1,808,075)
The Cornwall Arms will transform
a long-abandoned, contaminated
site on Cornwall’s Main St into a 52-
room, fully carbon-neutral, first Pas-
sive House-certified boutique hotel
in New York State with a restaurant
and bar. This project restores a gate-
way to the historic town, reversing
years of disinvestment and advanc-
ing the MHREDC'’s vision to make the
region a better place to live, work,
and play. Powered by on-site solar,
the project will utilize all-electric sys-
tems, be built with low-carbon mate-
rials to become the first hotel of its
kind in New York State. The project
creates 35 permanent jobs, boosts
local tourism, and demonstrates how
environmental leadership and eco-
nomic revitalization can go hand in
hand by converting a long-standing
liability into a cornerstone of Main
Street revitalization. The new hotel
and restaurant are expected to draw
thousands of visitors annually.
Sulivan, Rock Hill, Evergreen
Meadow Academy ($2,000,000)
EverGreen = Meadow  Services
(EGMS) is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion that provides mental health pro-
grams and services to support girls
who are struggling with the effects of
trauma. EverGreen Meadow Acade-
my is a holistic residential treatment
center and middle school located
in Rock Hill, Sullivan County, New
York, which focuses on nature ther-

apy, food as medicine and animal
and farming therapy. The campus
is situated on 34 acres and will em-
phasize the strong connection to the
site’s existing natural features with
three primary buildings, including
a one-story, 15,750/sf educational
building, a one-story, 15,050/sf res-
idential building, and a one-story,
2,400/sf administration building.
Designed to meet Passive House
standards the project will result in
all electric structures that will utilize
ENERGY STAR® water fixtures, low
global warming potential refrigerant,
building automation system, energy
recovery ventilator and will target
net-zero performance with ground-
source heat pump, roof mounted and
carport photovoltaic system.

Ulster, City of Kingston, 21 Eliza-
beth St. Project ($882,625)

The 21 Elizabeth Street project,
located within a New York State
designated disadvantaged commu-
nity in Kingston, will deliver a new
20,530 square foot building with 15
limited-equity cooperative units de-
signed for working-class and mid-
dle-income households. The project
addresses the need for stable, at-
tainable homeownership by offer-
ing long-term, resident- controlled
housing and supports workforce
retention, economic resilience, and
neighborhood investment.

Ulster, City of Kingston, TR Gallo
Park Improvements ($637,725)

The City of Kingston will make
improvements to TR Gallo Park, the
central outdoor gathering space in
the city’s historic waterfront district.
Improvements to restrooms, path-
ways, paving, and parking lot will
focus on accessibility. Interpretive
signage, seating, native landscaping
and other practical and beautifying
amenities will be added to enrich the
park experience for both residents
and tourists.

Dutchess, City of Poughkeepsie,
The Science Park ($675,000)

The Mid-Hudson Children’s Muse-
um will transform underused mu-
seum and city property in the City
of Poughkeepsie into a vibrant park
featuring play-based science exhib-
its, gardens, and gathering spaces.
The project will create a safe, inclu-
sive outdoor environment for recre-
ation, education, and environmental
engagement in an underserved ur-
ban community.

Westchester, Village of Dobbs
Ferry, Lower Memorial Park Im-
provements ($675,000)

The Village of Dobbs Ferry will de-
velop Lower Memorial Park as an ac-
tive recreation facility with pickleball

courts, accessible restrooms, and
covered bicycle parking and con-
nect the lower and middle areas of
the park through internal paths, im-
proved site features and interrelated
park amenities. It will transform an
underused property in disrepair into
an active recreation facility and gate-
way to downtown for those arriving
by train.

Ulster, Town of Esopus, Black
Creek Preserve Resilience and Ac-
cessibility Project ($577,991)

Scenic Hudson will complete flood
resiliency and accessibility improve-
ments to critical recreational infra-
structure at its Black Creek Preserve
in the Town of Esopus. This project
comprises the northernmost stretch
of the 11-mile hike-bike-paddle John
Burroughs Black Creek Trail and is
the pivotal point that will connect
the Empire State Trail to the Empire
State Water Trail System, along the
Hudson River.

Ulster, Town of Marbletown,
Marbletown Meadows Project
($675,000)

The Town of Marbletown will devel-
op an accessible meadow loop trail,
community pavilion, restrooms,
amphitheater, quarry council ring,
swing pergolas, nature pavilion
and other amenities at Marbletown
Meadows Park also known as the Os-
terhoudt Flats, in the hamlet of Stone
Ridge located on Route 213, near
Marbletown Elementary School.
The park adds an accessible, no-fee
recreational area to the community
thanks to matching funding from the
Community Preservation Fund.

Ulster, City of Kingston, Sloop
Clearwater Restoration ($675,000)

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater
will undertake restoration of the
Sloop Clearwater topsides and tran-
som in a multi-year project that will
complete the full restoration of this
iconic vessel. This restoration proj-
ect will take place at the Clearwater’s
homeport at the Hudson River Mari-
time Museum.

Rockland, Village of Sloatsburg,
Reeves Meadows Trails Restoration
Project Phase 1 ($675,000)

Open Space Institute Land Trust,
Inc., will restore trails within the
spectacular Reeves Meadow section
of Harriman State Park. Restoration
is essential to enhance the visitor
experience, remove barriers for in-
creased accessibility, and uphold the
ecological splendor of the park’s nat-
ural resources. This project will cata-
lyze future trail improvements lead-
ing to Pine Meadow Lake as well as
future planned improvements to the
Reeves Meadow Visitor Center site. Il

Marijuana Continued fromP. 1

reactive one in 1991. This was four
years after 16 families buried their
loved ones and 174 others were in-
jured in a train accident in 1987
(Amtrack train collision in Mary-
land in 1987).

The NTSB ruled that the probable
cause of this tragedy was because
a train engineer was impaired by

marijuana and PCP.

Many in the medical field believe
that there are several uses for the
marijuana plant. The move from
Schedule I to Schedule III will open
the doors for expanded research
by way of government funding. As
such, this will promote further in-
vestigation into the possibilities for

medicinal use. However, we must
demand a carve out to allow it to
remain a prohibited substance for
safety-sensitive workers under the
DOT rules that are in place today. H

About the author: Roger G.
Taranto is a Business Agent (Public
Sector) for the International Brother-
hood of Teamsters Local 456. He is a

Certified Labor Assistance Profession-
al (LAP-C), Substance Abuse Profes-
sional (DOT), National Certified Ad-
diction Counselor (NCAC-I), Certified
Designated Employer Representative
(C-DER), and President of the Labor
Assistance Professionals (New York
City Chapter). He can be reached at
914-592-9500.
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Safety Watch

ALJ Affirms Citation, Monetary Penalty
To Firm Not Filing OSHA Report on Time

‘Ignorance of the Law is No Excuse’

By COSTAS CYPRUS, ESQ.

Construction employers
can often focus their safety
efforts where hazards are
most visible: equipment
operation, electrical expo-
sure, fall protection and
lockout procedures. While
those efforts remain essen-
tial, a recent decision from

OSHA can carry real con-
sequences, even when an
employer has otherwise in-
vested in safety.

In Secretary of Labor v.
Pleasant Mount Welding, Inc.,
the Administrative Law
Judge (ALJ) vacated a cited
electrical violation but af-

lation” will withstand scru-
tiny; and second, OSHA re-
porting requirements are to
be strictly adhered.

OSHA’s inspection in this
matter did not arise from an
accident or anonymous call
regarding unsafe practic-
es (i.e. unprogrammed in-

Construction employers should view this as a reminder
that administrative compliance is part of safety compli-
ance. Training programs, toolbox talks and hazard as-
sessments do not excuse missed deadlines or incomplete

submissions.

the Occupational Safety
and Health Review Com-
mission (OSHRC) serves

as a reminder that compli-
ance does not stop at phys-
ical conditions on the shop
floor. Administrative and
reporting obligations under

firmed a penalty for failing
to timely submit an OSHA
injury and illness summary
electronically. The decision
highlights two important
lessons for construction
employers: first, not every
alleged “extension cord vio-

spections). The inspection
originated through OSHA’s
national emphasis pro-
gram (NEP) to address the
hazards of amputations in
specific industries. OSHA’s
NEPs are temporary pro-
grams focused on specific

and experience to
achieve practical
and favorable
results for

its clients.
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and particular workplace
hazards and high-haz-
ard industries, which sets
forth that OSHA’s officers
shall initiate randomized
inspections under an NEP
if a company falls under a
specific classification in-
dicating that the company
falls under a designated
high-risk industry (which
includes construction and
manufacturing) and has 10
or fewer employees. During
these inspections, an OSHA
officer may also identify
any plain view violations
and the scope can be ex-
panded if the company has
a history of employee injury
or illness as noted on their
OSHA 300 or 301 forms.

Here, during the inspec-
tion of Pleasant Mount
Welding (PMWI)’s facility
in Carbondale, PA, OSHA
identified flexible cords
powering a milling machine
and a rotating bending ma-
chine and issued a serious
citation under 29 C.FR. §
1910.305(g)(1)(iv)(A), al-
leging that extension cords
were being used as a substi-
tute for fixed wiring.

At the hearing, the ev-
idence showed that the
machines were mobile,
frequently repositioned to
meet production needs,
and powered through cords
connected to existing wall
outlets. Importantly, fixed
wiring existed throughout
the facility and was active-
ly in use. The cords did not
run through walls, ceilings,
or floors, nor were they con-
cealed or attached to build-
ing surfaces.

The ALJ focused on the
language of the standard,
which prohibits flexible
cords from being used “as a
substitute for the fixed wir-
ing of a structure.” The ALJ
rejected OSHA's attempt
to equate a machine with
a “structure” and empha-
sized that the cords were
being used to power equip-
ment, not to replace build-
ing wiring. The citation was
therefore vacated.

For construction employ-
ers, the takeaway is not
that extension cords are
risk-free, but that citations
must be grounded in the
actual text of the standard.

Cord usage should still be
evaluated for trip hazards,
damage, overloading and
improper routing. However,
where equipment is porta-
ble and fixed wiring is pres-
ent and functioning, em-
ployers should not assume
that any long-term cord
use automatically violates
OSHA’s rules. Documenta-
tion of equipment mobility
and electrical layouts can
also be critical in defending
these claims.

However, the ALJ main-
tained the record-keeping
citation. PMWI employed
more than 20 employees
and fell within a covered

NAICS classification. As
such, it was required to
electronically submit its

OSHA Form 300A Summa-
ry of Work-Related Injuries
and Illnesses by March 2 of
the following year.

Although PMWI main-
tained OSHA logs on-site
and had only one record-
able injury for the year,
the summary was never
submitted electronically.
PMWI’'s management con-
ceded as much, testifying
that they were unaware of
the electronic submission
requirement and believed
the obligation ended with
maintaining the forms in-
ternally. As the maxim goes,
“ignorance of the law is no
excuse” and so the ALJ af-
firmed this citation and up-
held the monetary penalty.
The decision makes clear
that OSHA reporting viola-
tions are established sim-
ply by the failure to comply
regardless of intent, injury
frequency, or overall safety
performance. PMWI pre-
sented evidence of safety
committees, third-party in-
spections, and insurer-pro-

Please Turn to Page 18
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State to Provide Nearly $2 Billion in Financing
To Create or Preserve Over 6,600 Homes

ALBANY—New York State
will be providing approxi-
mately $2 billion in housing
bonds and subsidies to 24
housing developments lo-
cated in communities across
New York State that will create
or preserve more than 6,600
affordable, supportive, sus-
tainable, and modern homes.

The awards are part of the
governor’s $25 billion five-
year Housing Plan which is
on track to create or preserve
100,000 affordable homes
statewide.

Gov. Kathy Hochul said that
coupling state financing tools
with private resources will
generate more than $3 billion
in overall investment “that
will improve neighborhoods,
reduce energy costs and pro-
vide thousands of affordable
housing options across every
region of the State.”

Financing is allocated
through New York State
Homes and Community Re-
newal’s recent bond issuances
which provided $865 million
in housing bonds and $990
million in subsidy. All award-
ed projects will achieve high
levels of sustainability and
carbon reduction, comple-
menting New York’s mission

to address climate change
by decreasing emissions 85
percent by 2050 across all
sectors. When coupled with
additional private funding
and resources, the projects
receiving funding are expect-
ed to generate $3.5 billion in
overall investment.

The awarded projects in
New York City and the Hud-
son Valley region include:

New York City

$87 million for the Stew-
art Hotel in Manhattan -
The transformation of the
former Stewart Hotel in
Midtown Manhattan into a
579-unit affordable and sup-
portive housing development
for households earning up to
60 percent of the Area Medi-
an Income. The project also
includes ground floor retail
space. Developed by Breaking
Ground and Slate Property
Group.

$95 million for Concern
Inwood in the Bronx — Con-
struction of a 210-unit afford-
able and supportive housing
development in the High-
bridge neighborhood of the
Bronx for households earning
up to 60 percent of the Area
Median Income. The project
includes a terrace with com-

Paving Continued from P. 8

and maintaining some of
the lowest and most afford-
able toll rates in the nation.
These investments in in-
frastructure are enhancing
safety and reliability, and
improving the travel expe-
rience for millions of motor-
ists who travel on the Thru-
way every year.”

The road and bridge im-
provements completed by
NYSDOT and the Thruway
Authority during 2025 built
on the significant progress
made in 2024, which totaled
more than 2,800 lane miles
of state and local highways
improved and more than
3,100 bridges replaced, re-
habilitated or improved. The
2024 projects represented
a more than $2.9 billion in-
vestment in New York’s roads
and bridges.

NYSDOT’s $34.3 bhillion,
five-year State Capital Plan
adopted in 2022 was the larg-
est ever adopted by the State
and will help fulfill the Gov-
ernor’s vision for a modern
transportation system that
serves all New Yorkers. The
Governor has made improv-
ing road conditions a priority
with programs like the De-
partment of Transportation’s

“Pave Our Potholes”, which
supplements other State pro-
grams, such as CHIPS, PAVE
NY, State Touring Routes,
and other programmed cap-
ital projects across the State.

Gov. Hochul also recently
announced that NYSDOT is
planning to resurface more
than 4,000 lane miles of state
highways in 2026, totaling a
nearly $1.2 billion investment.
2026 will be the most ambi-
tious paving agenda ever put
forward by the agency.

The Thruway Authori-
ty’s approved 2026 budget
also invests a total of more
than $600 million in capi-
tal contracts scheduled to
be awarded in 2026, an in-
crease of more than $133.5
million from the 2025 bud-
get projected totals, and one
of the largest single-year
investments in Thruway
history. The 2026 budget in-
cludes a historic $2.8 billion
Capital Plan for 2026-2030.
The five-year plan will fund
the replacement or preser-
vation of 150 of the Thru-
way’s 819 bridges—about 18
percent—and the resurfac-
ing of more than 1,500 of its
2,800 lane miles of highway,
or roughly 60%. H

munity gardening opportu-
nities and additional green
space. Developed by Concern
for Independent Living.

$166 million for River II
Apartments in the Bronx -
Construction of a 292-unit
mixed-use project in the
Bronx’s West Concourse
neighborhood for households
earning up to 80 percent of
the Area Median Income.
The project also includes
commercial space, an urban
farm, and community facili-
ties. There will be supportive
units reserved for eligible ten-
ants who experience chron-
ic homelessness or veterans
with disabilities. Developed
by Community Access and
Blue Sky Bronx.

$49 million for Bay Ridge
Towers in Brooklyn — Pres-
ervation of an 811-unit af-
fordable development in
Brooklyn’s Bay Ridge neigh-
borhood. The development is
a Mitchell-Lama co-op locat-
ed above a Long Island Rail
Road rail line that includes
playgrounds and other out-
door amenities for families.
The complex is occupied by
low- and moderate-income
households whose monthly
common charges equate to

Retiree healthcare

an average of approximately
40 percent of the Area Medi-
an Income. Developed by Bay
Ridge Air Rights and MM De-
velopment Advisors.

$39 million for Jimerson
Apartments in Brooklyn -
Preservation of a 421-unit
affordable development in
Brooklyn’s Brownsville neigh-
borhood. The development is
a Mitchell-Lama co-op occu-
pied by households earning
an average of 40 percent of
the Area Median Income. De-
veloped by Earl W. Jimerson
Housing Company and MM
Development Advisors.

$186 million for Sparrow
Square Phase 1 in Brooklyn
— The construction of a 261-
unit affordable supportive
project on the site of the for-
mer Kingsboro Psychiatric
Center in the East Flatbush
neighborhood of Brooklyn for
households earning up to 80
percent of the Area Median
Income. The project is part
of Vital Brooklyn, the State’s
comprehensive community
development initiative that
addresses chronic social, eco-
nomic, and health disparities
in central Brooklyn. Breaking
Ground and Douglaston De-
velopment.
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$50 million for Park Hill on
Staten Island — Preservation
of a 1,103-unit affordable and
supportive housing project
located across six sites for
households earning up to 80
percent of the Area Median
Income. Developed by Arker
Companies, LIHC Investment
Fund, and L+M Development
Partners.

$11 million for St. Eliza-
beth’s Manor on Staten Island
— The preservation of an 80-
unit affordable and support-
ive housing development for
senior households earning
up to 30 percent of the Area
Median Income. Developed
by Sisters of Charity Housing
Development Corporation.

Mid-Hudson

$110 million for Wallace
Campus in Poughkeepsie—An
affordable and supportive
housing development of 187
units that includes the trans-
formation of a former depart-
ment store as well as new
construction. All units will
be affordable to households
earning up to 80 percent of
the Area Median Income.
Developed by Mega Develop-
ment and Ametrine Group.
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NYC Names Aurora-Primus JV as Contractor
For Hunts Point $405M Produce Market Redo

NEW YORK—New York
City officials announced
that following a competi-
tive procurement process,
the New York City Econom-
ic Development Corp., on
Dec. 30 conditionally se-
lected Aurora-Primus—a
joint venture design-build
firm with Aurora Contrac-
tors, LLC of Ronkonkoma,
NY and Primus Builders,
Inc. of Woodstock, GA as
principal entities—to exe-
cute the $405-million rede-
velopment of the expansive
Hunts Point Produce Market
in the Bronx.

Over the next six months,
the parties will work togeth-
er to advance the project de-
sign and make sure the op-
erational needs of the Hunts
Point Produce Cooperative
can be met at a financially
sustainable cost. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in
late 2026. Once constructed
by NYCEDC, the new facility
will be leased by the Hunts
Point Produce Cooperative.

In March, NYCEDC issued
a request for qualifications
(RFQ) seeking statements of
qualifications from qualified
firms interested in perform-
ing the design, construction,

Construction on the redevelopment of the Hunts Point Produce Market is
scheduled to begin in late 2026.

and other identified activi-
ties for the Hunts Point Pro-
duce Market Redevelopment;
a request for proposals was
issued to a shortlist of firms
that responded to the RFQ
and the city.

Backed by $405 million in
city, state, federal funding,
and an anticipated federal
loan, the project will create
a new state-of-the-art, in-

termodal food distribution
facility, improve air quality
for nearly 13,000 Bronx res-
idents who live on the Hunts
Point Peninsula, and gen-
erate more than 2,000 new
construction jobs, as well as
preserve living-wage jobs al-
ready at the current market,
city officials stated.

The project is backed by
$130 million in city funding,
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$130 million in state fund-
ing through Empire State
Development, $145 million
in funding through federal
grants (including the Feder-
al Highway Administration),
and financing anticipated to
be raised by NYCEDC through
a railroad rehabilitation and
an improvement financing
loan from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation.

The Hunts Point Produce
Cooperative—which consists
of approximately 26 busi-
nesses—sources more than
2.5 billion pounds of produce
each year; the cooperative
then distributes that produce
across New York City and be-
yond. The current market em-
ploys thousands of New York-
ers, supplies 25% of the city’s
fresh produce, and occupies
more than 100 acres in Hunts
Point. It consists of four pri-
mary warehouse structures,
two adjunct warehouses, and
various administrative and
maintenance structures all
housing approximately 26
merchants. The businesses
range from small firms with
three employees to large
firms with approximately 400
employees.

Hunts Point Produce Mar-
ket Co-President Stephen
Katzman said, “This agree-
ment represents an import-
ant milestone and creates a
clear framework for the next
phase of work as we advance
planning and design for a
modern, more sustainable
market that supports our
mission of feeding New York
City with fresh produce from
around the world.” Il

Safety Waltch continued from p. 16

vided training. While those
efforts are commendable,
they did not offset the re-
porting violation or war-
rant a reduction of penalty
especially in the absence of
a written, employer-main-
tained safety program.

Construction employers
should view this as a re-
minder that administrative
compliance is part of safety
compliance. Training pro-
grams, toolbox talks and
hazard assessments do not
excuse missed deadlines or
incomplete  submissions.
The policy behind the forms
is that OSHA utilizes this
data to identify trends, tar-
get inspections and eval-
uate industry risks. When
an employer fails to submit
required information, all
employees are deemed ex-
posed because OSHA is de-
prived of accurate insight
into working conditions.

This decision reinforces
several practical and ad-
ministrative points, which
are especially relevant as we
have entered the new year.

+ Review OSHA record-
keeping obligations annual-
ly, including electronic sub-
mission deadlines and post

requirements.

« Confirm whether your
NAICS classification trig-
gers electronic reporting re-
quirements.

« Assign clear responsi-
bility for OSHA submissions
and require confirmation of
completion.

« Maintain written safety
programs, even when third
parties provide training or
audits.

Construction safety is of-
ten measured by what hap-
pens in the field, but OSHA
enforcement extends well
beyond visible hazards and
field conditions. Although
this decision shows that
employers can successfully
challenge overbroad inter-
pretations of safety stan-
dards, they cannot overlook
their reporting and admin-
istrative requirements. Il

About the author: Costas
Cyprus, ESsq. practices con-
struction law and commercial
litigation with Welby, Brady
& Greenblatt, LLP, in White
Plains, NY. He can be reached
at 914-428-2100 and at ccy-
prus@wbglip.com. The articles
in this series do not constitute
legal advice and are intended
for general guidance only.
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Washington Update

American Civil Engineers Express Concerns
Over Proposed Waters of the U.S. Rule

WASHINGTON—Earlier
this month, the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers sub-
mitted comments to the U.S.
Environmental  Protection
Agency (EPA) and U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE)
pertaining to the Trump Ad-
ministration’s proposed rule
defining “waters of the Unit-
ed States” (WOTUS) under

the Clean Water Act.
The Clean Water Act pro-
vides  protections  from

discharges and other en-
vironmental hazards into
American waterways and
waterbodies which are de-
fined as WOTUS by the two
agencies. The proposed rule,
which was published in the
Federal Register on Nov. 20,
2025, marks the fourth rule
revising the definition of WO-
TUS since 2015. ASCE care-
fully reviewed the proposed
rule and submitted com-
ments after consulting with
multiple ASCE members
with expertise in water infra-
structure, water resources,
and natural infrastructure.

Over the past decade, WO-
TUS rules put forward by
previous administrations
have often been challenged
in court, resulting in deci-
sions narrowing the scope or
in some cases striking down
entirely what may be con-
sidered WOTUS under the
Clean Water Act. In 2021, a
federal court struck down
the first Trump Administra-
tion’s finalized Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Rule, which
replaced and significantly
narrowed the much broader
definition finalized in 2015
by the Obama Administra-
tion. In 2023, the Supreme
Court ruled in Sackett v. EPA
that wetlands may only be
considered WOTUS if they
maintain a constant surface
connection to other waters
of the United States, narrow-
ing types of wetlands subject
to Clean Water Act protec-
tions and forcing the Biden
Administration to revise its
2023 WOTUS rule.

Key Changes in the
Trump Administration’s
Proposed Rule

The current Trump Ad-
ministration’s proposed rule
goes beyond the Sackett de-
cision and further narrows
the definition of “wetlands”
to those waterbodies main-
taining a continuous surface
connection to relatively per-
manent water bodies that are
continuously flowing year-

round or at least during “wet
seasons.” Sackett did not
address water flows or de-
fine terms such as “wet sea-
son,” which ASCE noted in
its comments can vary from
state to state. As a result, the
proposed rule would reduce
the number of protected wet-
lands by as much as 91% ac-
cording to one estimate.
ASCE’s Concerns About
Wetlands and Flood Risk
ASCE expressed concern
with this narrower defini-
tion, highlighting the im-
portance of natural infra-
structure such as wetlands
and floodplains and their

-

American Society of Civil Engineers are calling

for the EPA to provide clarification how the pro-
posed groundwater exclusion will affect waters
subject to Clean Water Act protections.
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interconnectedness to the
built environment. Wetlands
absorb rainwater, helping to
preserve floodplains and re-
ducing the risk of flooding.
This in turn relieves strain on
stormwater infrastructure,
dams and levees, enhancing
the resilience of these sys-
tems and extending their de-
sign life. ASCE noted the pro-
posed rule goes beyond the
limitations imposed under
Sackett, and thereby increas-
es the likelihood of flood risk,
degrading water quality, and
harming fragile ecosystems.

Please Turn to Page 20
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ARTBA Joins House Committee Chair in Pushing
for Permitting Reforms to Speed Up Construction

WASHINGTON— House Natural
Resources Committee Chair Bruce
Westerman (R-AR), along with lead-
ers from ARTBA, the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, and other industry
groups gathered in front of the U.S.
Capitol Jan. 7 to build momentum
for federal permitting reform legis-
lation.

“In December, the House acted in
a bipartisan way, and we passed the
SPEED Act,” Rep. Westerman said

as he kicked off the press confer-
ence. “The bill includes language
supported by members on both
sides of the aisle...Now it’s time for
the Senate to act.”

The SPEED Act clarifies which fed-
eral actions are subject to NEPA and
what information agencies should
include in environmental reviews.
The bill also includes reforms rec-
ommended in ARTBA’s reauthoriza-
tion report, such as adding proce-

dural guardrails to judicial review.
The changes would speed project
delivery by eliminating redundan-
cies and giving project sponsors
transparency and additional con-
trol over review timelines.

“Like many things, transportation
projects cost more than they used
to, and these increases are strain-
ing budgets at all levels of govern-
ment,” ARTBA CEO Dave Bauer told
those in attendance. “While there

are many factors behind recent cost
increases, the one area we can ab-
solutely control, is our self-imposed
regulatory process.”

ARTBA officials noted that it is un-
clear if the Senate will take up the
bill or advance its own permitting
legislation. The upcoming reautho-
rization of surface transportation
programs is due on Sept. 30 and
also offers an opportunity to ad-
vance reforms. [l

Thruway Safety Continued from P. 5

identify opportunities for additional
federal and state safety funding to
support future improvements.

The Thruway Authority invites the
driving public and stakeholders to
contribute feedback and help shape
the Comprehensive Safety Action
Plan. Engagement will include:

« An interactive map and comment
tool on the project website, where
travelers and residents can flag safe-
ty concerns or near miss locations.

» Pop up outreach events at Thru-
way service areas, welcome centers
and park-and-ride lots across all di-
visions.

« Targeted stakeholder outreach,
including local governments, law
enforcement agencies, emergency
responders, trucking and freight or-

ganizations, community groups and
commercial businesses.

« Regional Safety Summits that will
bring together safety partners to re-
view data, discuss concerns and pri-
oritize strategies.

Everyone who travels, works or
depends on the Thruway system, in-
cluding motorists, commercial driv-
ers, Service Area users, residents
near the Thruway corridor and com-
munity organizations, is encouraged
to participate.

Detailed information on the Com-
prehensive Safety Action Plan, in-
cluding opportunities for comment
or involvement, background resourc-
es, outreach calendar and project up-
dates, is now available at the project
website: thruwaysafety.org. ll

Engineers Continued from P. 19

The concerns presented by ASCE re-
flect Policy Statement 378- National
Wetlands Regulatory Policy.
New Exclusions and Potential
Interstate Conflicts

The proposed rule also included
new exclusions from the definition
of WOTUS. One such exclusion was
that of interstate waters, which cross
state borders. ASCE commented that
this may create conflicts between
states that share a waterbody but
have differing regulatory structures
governing its protection. Disputes
such as this create the need for a fed-
eral role in regulating intestate wa-
ters, and the exclusion will likely re-
sult in disputes and legal challenges.

The proposed rule would also
explicitly exclude groundwater

from the WOTUS definition. While
groundwater has never been defined
as WOTUS under the Clean Water
Act, its exclusion raises questions
about how waters that do fall under
the WOTUS definition would be af-
fected. ASCE’s comments cite the
2020 Supreme Court decision in
County of Maui v. Hawaii Wildlife Fund
which found that point source dis-
charges that pass through ground-
water into navigable waters are the
functional equivalent of a discharge
into navigable waters, requiring a
federal permit. ASCE urged that EPA
and USACE to examine and provide
clarification on how the proposed
groundwater exclusion will affect
waters subject to Clean Water Act
protections. l

Metallic Lathers and Reinforcing
Iron Workers Local 46

Superstructure
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*Reinforced Slabs
*Post Tension
*Curb/Parapets
*Wire Mesh

Local 46 can supply you with the manpower or contractors for all your reinforcing needs

Foundations
*Pile Caps

*Retaining Walls

*Crane Mats
*Slab on Grade
*Pressure Mats
*Grade Beams

Let Us Help You Reinforce The Future

Local 46 Metallic Lathers Union & Reinforcing Iron Workers

1322 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10021
(212) 737-0500 Fax: 212-249-1226
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REGIONAL

BID ALERT

SPONSORED BY

NYSDOT
Region 8

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265529
PIN# 80PS06

Project Description: Westchester Co., highway pedestrian
safety improvements - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265531
PIN# 80PS08

Project Description Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Ul-
ster Cos., pedestrian safety improvements - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265650
PIN# 805704

Project Description Dutchess Co., highway resurfacing — Rte.
308 in Towns of Milan & Rhinebeck, Village of Rhinebeck.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 7.00%, WBE: 11.00%, SDVOB: 6.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265654
PIN# 847316

Project Description: Westchester Co., pavement resurfacing -
Route 1 and Putnam Avenue, Village of Port Chester, Town of Rye.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265676
PIN# 856434

Project Description: Orange Co., pavement preventative main-
tenance - Segments of Route 17M, various locations,

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $750,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Agency contact information may change with

CONTRACTOR EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY
WESTCHESTER
TOOL RENTALS

wtrrentals.com - 914-592-2016 -

WESTCHESTER
TOOL RENTALS

wirrentals.com - 914-592-2016

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265679
PIN# 803814

Project Description: Westchester Co., pavement resurfacing
- Routes 133 & 100B, Towns of Greenburgh, New Castle &
Ossining, and Village of Ossining., No Plans.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 7.00%, WBE: 11.00%, SDVOB: 6.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265630
PIN# 881593

Project Description: Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam,
Rockland, Ulster, Westchester Cos., bridge washing/ deck
sealing 2026 - various locations. No Plans.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265651
PIN# 881762

Project Description: Orange Co., pavement resurfacing -
Route 17, Towns of Goshen & Wallkill, and Village of Goshen.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $1,500,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265653
PIN# 872974

Project Description: Westchester Co., pavement preventa-
tive maintenance - 1-287, Route 119 to Westchester Avenue,
various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $1,500,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265691
PIN# 881527

Project Description: Rockland, Westchester Cos., traffic
signal improvements - US 9W, NY 119, 117, 22, 100B, various
locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

11 Vreeland Ave., Eimsford, NY 10523
1075 Washington Street, Peekskill, NY 10566 | 914-739-9000

Region 9

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265674
PIN# 9RWS23

Project Description: Sullivan Co., retaining wall improvement -
NY Route 52, Town of Delaware.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265683
PIN# 980774

Project Description: Broome, Chenango, Otsego Cos., bridge
rail replacement - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265567
PIN# 901876

Project Description: Otsego Co., pavement maintenance - NY
Route 28, Village of Cooperstown & Town of Otsego.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265667
PIN# 980770

Project Description: Chenango, Otsego Cos., JOC highway/
drainage maintenance - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $40,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 5.00%, WBE: 10.00%, SDVOB: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265668
PIN# 980771

Project Description: Delaware, Schoharie Cos., JOC highway/
drainage maintenance - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $40,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 5.00%, WBE: 10.00%, SDVOB: 0.00%

Please Turn to Page 22
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Continued from P. 21

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265669
PIN# 980772

Project Description: Broome, Tioga Cos., JOC highway/drain-
age maintenance - various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $40,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 5.00%, WBE: 10.00%, SDVOB: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265684
PIN# OADA25

Project Description: Suffolk Co., ADA compliance contract -
Routes NY 25, 25A & 111, Towns of Brookhaven, Islip, River-
head & Smithtown. No Plans.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $125,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265677
PIN# XM2549

Project Description: Bronx, Queens Cos., highway maintenance
drainage/ concrete - 1-95 & 1-495, New York City.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $750,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265670
PIN# 980773

Project Description: Sullivan Co., JOC highway/drainage main-
tenance - various locations.

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Contract: D265685
PIN# 022959

Project Description: Suffolk Co., crack sealing & joint overlay
repairs - 1-495 Exit 48 to Exit 64, Towns of Huntington, Smith-

Westchester County DPW

Bid Due Date: Jan. 14, 2026
Contract: 24-535

Title: Replace Uninterruptible Power Supply (“UPS”) System,
Public Safety Headquarters, Hawthorne, NY

. . . town, Islip & Brookhaven.
Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $20,000.00)

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)

Goals: MBE: 5.00%, WBE: 10.00%, SDVOB: 0.00%

Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Description: The work under this contract includes all of the
labor and materials necessary to furnish and install a new
uninterruptible power system at the Public Safety Headquarters.
Work includes the complete installation and interconnections of
electrical systems and associated work.

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Region 11

Contract: D265682
PIN# 950129

Project Description: Broome Co., highway mill & fill - [-81 Exit Contract Management

13B to 21, Towns of Barker, Chenango & Dickinson.

Contract: D265631
PIN# XM2603

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $750,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Project Description: Bronx, Queens, Richmond Cos., bridge

painting - various locations.
Region 10

Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $1,500,000.00)

Bid Estimate Range: $280,000. to $320,000.

MANDATORY PRE-BID INSPECTION: Held Dec. 17, 2025.
MANDATORY attendance was required. Bids will be rejected
from Contractors not in attendance at this meeting, or those
who failed to sign the attendance sheet.

Contact: Michael DeFonce, 914-995-7740.

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

Bid Due Date: Jan. 28, 2026
Contract: EF-2507

Title: Boiler Maintenance and Repairs at Mamaroneck, Peek-
skill, Port Chester and Yonkers Joint Water Resource Recovery
Facilities, Westchester County

Description: The work under this contract consists of providing all

Bid Letting Date: Jan. 22, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232
Contract Management

Contract: D265655

PIN# 004243
Contract: D265614
Project Description: Suffolk Co., intersection improvements - NY PIN# XM2548

Route 25 at Mount Sinai Coram Road, Town of Brookhaven.

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 5, 2026

New York State Department of Transportation

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM, Albany, NY 12232

necessary labor, materials, parts and equipment required to service
and repair boilers at the Mamaroneck, Peekskill, Port Chester and
Yonkers Joint Water Resource Recovery Facilities. The contractor
shall perform scheduled annual preventive maintenance inspec-
tions, for all boilers and burner units as described in the specifica-
tions. The contract duration is for two (2) years. The contract may
be extended by mutual consent of the Contractor and the County
of Westchester for one (1) additional two-year term with all prices,
terms and conditions remaining the same as the original contract.

Project Description: Bronx, Kings, Queens Cos., pavement

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 0.00%

Goals: MBE: 4.00%, WBE: 8.00%, SDVOB: 0.00%

preservation & crack sealing - various locations, New York City.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)

PRE-BID INSPECTION (Non-Mandatory): 9:00 AM, January 16,
2026; meeting at the Yonkers Joint Water Resource Recovery
Facility, 1 Fernbrook St., Yonkers, New York 10705.

Contact: Joseph Gibney, 914-813-5418.

Low Bids

Harrison & Burrowes, Constar, Accent Stripe
Secure NYSDOT Work in Hudson Valley, NYC

ALBANY—The New York State Department of Transportation recent-
ly announced the selection of four apparent low bidders for work in the
Hudson Valley and New York City regions.

Harrison & Burrowes Bridge Constructors of Glenmont, NY was the
lowest of six bidders at $17,047,740.71 for bridge replacement on Route
17 over NYS Route 17K in the Town of Wallkill in Orange County.

Constar Inc. of Central Islip, NY was the lowest of six bidders at
$9,248,087.53 for bridge maintenance for expansion joint repairs and
replacements at various bridges in New York City (Bronx, Kings, New
York, Queens, Richmond).

Accent Stripe Inc. of Orchard Park, NY was the lower of two bids at
$9,270,445.60 for highway pavement markings at various locations in
the Hudson Valley counties of Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam,
Rockland, Ulster and Westchester.

Accent Stripe Inc. of Orchard Park, NY was the lower of two bids at
$3,988,608.00 for pavement markings at various locations in Columbia,
Orange, Putnam and Westchester.

Callanan Industries Wins Thruway Mill Job

ALBANY—The New York State Thruway Authority reported recently
that Callanan Industries Inc. of Albany, NY was the lower of two bids
at $18,929,559.38 for TAA 25-19 / D215042 - 2” mill and inlay, safety
improvements and miscellaneous work between MP 76.5 and MP 86.6 in
Ulster.

CRS, Miller Proctor, Richmar Controls
Land Westchester DPW Project Bids

WHITE PLAINS—The Westchester County Department of Public Works
recently reported the selection of three apparent low bidders for work on
county facilities.

CRS Contractors was the lowest of three bidders at $22,450,000.00 for
New Relief Sewer, Saw Mill Section B Sanitary Trunk Sewer at the Saw Mill
Sanitary Sewer District in the Town of New Castle, NY.

Miller Proctor Nickolas Inc. of Sleepy Hollow, NY was the lower of two
bids at $2,145,121.06 for Boiler and Burner Control Upgrades — Phase I at
the Central Heating Plant at the Grasslands Campus in Valhalla, NY.

Richmar Controls & Service Co., Inc. of Yonkers, NY was the lower of
two bids at $455,834.12 for Boiler and Burner Control Upgrades — Phase
IT at the Central Heating Plant at the Grasslands Campus in Valhalla, NY.

Hudson Valley Construction Industry Partnership

Mid-Winter Meeting

February 22- February 26, 2026
Ritz-Carlton
Naples, Florida

cicbca.org
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BUILD BETTER|{BUILD SAFER|BUILD UNION

Eastern New York Laborers District Council:

L. Todd Diorio, Business Manager

LOCAL 17, NEWBURGH, Jeff Diorio, Business Manager

LOCAL 60, WESTCHESTER, Anthony Ascencao, Business Manager

LOCAL 157, SCHENECTADY, lan Joshua Shaul, Business Manager

LOCAL 190, ALBANY, Anthony Fresina, Business Manager

LOCAL 235, WESTCHESTER, RJ Merritt, Business Manager

LOCAL 754, ROCKLAND COUNTY, Stephen Reich, Business Manager

N
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The NYS Laborers Offer:

\/ Quality workmanship

« Faster completion of projects
« State-of-the-art skills training

OSHA-approved safety
programs

Certified environmental and
hazardous waste workers

Established member benefit
programs

Productive alliances

668 WempLE Roap * Grenmont, NEw York 12077
PHone: (518) 462-9350 - Fax: (518) 462-9359




NE YEAR
SAME
PARTNERSHIP!

- BEST WISHE’S FOR CONTINUED SUCCESS IN 2026!




