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Public Comments May 16 
By GEORGE DRAPEAU

WEST NYACK, NY—Local motorists, truck-
ers and residents voiced their opinions here at 
the Palisades Center on May 16 over the New 
York State Thruway Authority’s proposal to 
increase revenues to help finance its ambitious 
and needed $1.9-billion 2023-2027 capital plan.

To support the improvements, the Thruway 
Authority is seeking to raise tolls about 5 per-
cent for 2024 and another 5% in 2027. Officials 
said it would be the first systemwide increase 
in 14 years, and the toll adjustments are neces-
sitated by an additional nearly $500 million in 
needed infrastructure work that is currently 
not supported by the funding stream of the 
existing 2022-2026 capital plan. 

Meanwhile, tolls systemwide are expected 
to remain the same throughout 2023.

TRIP Report Tells Why
By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—As vehicle traffic returns to 
pre-pandemic levels, the New York State 
Thruway Authority is facing a significant 
funding backlog in coming years, according to 
a report released recently by TRIP, a national 
transportation research nonprofit based in 
Washington, DC.

The report released on May 4 stated that 
the New York State Thruway Authority faces 
a funding gap of $1.2 billion through 2031 to 
maintain its high levels of safety and service, 
maintain good infrastructure conditions, sup-
port operations, and maintain debt service 
coverage at appropriate levels. 

The TRIP report, “The New York Thru-
way: The Empire State’s Main Street,” finds 
that from 2012 to 2019, the number of annual 

Hudson Valley Saw Nearly 5,000 People 
Leave Region Prompted by Pandemic
By JOHN JORDAN

NEWBURGH, NY—Despite 
the headlines of a population 
surge three years ago into the 
Hudson Valley region from 
New York City as Gothamists 
sought the safety of rural down-
state counties, a new analysis 
of the population shift during 
the pandemic tells a slightly 
different story. The region lost 
4,845 people due to migration to 
locations outside the region. A 
leading research firm released 
a report May 3 that chronicled 
the Hudson Valley’s population 
loss during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 2019 
and 2020.

The out-migration net loss is 
not new to the Hudson Valley, 
according to Hudson Valley Pat-
tern for Progress, a non-profit 
research firm. The region has 
lost people to migration in 24 of 
the last 25 years, with more than 
134,505 residents packing their 
bags and heading to neighbor-
ing states and to the South over 
that quarter of a century.

In the early days of the pan-
demic, rural Hudson Valley 
counties registered relatively 
large population gains from 
migration as people moved 
north from the New York City 
metro area. However, those 
gains were offset by large losses 

of population in Rockland and 
Westchester counties. West/
Rock lost a combined net of 9,581 
people to outward migration. It 
should be noted that the region 
gained a net of 31,258 people 

in 2020-2021 who moved from 
New York City into the Hudson 
Valley. In 2019-2020, the region 
posted a net gain of 33,394 people 
who moved from New York City 
to the Hudson Valley region.

PFP officials noted that 
while the data does not show 
how many people stayed from 
the first wave (2019-2020), it 
is fair to estimate that the 
Hudson Valley gained a net of 
approximately 60,000 people 
from New York City during the 
brunt of the pandemic. HVPFP 
added that the data continue to 
show a north-south divide for 
migration.

“Migration continues the re-
shape of the composition of the 
Hudson Valley and puts stress 
on many of the systems that our 

SOURCE: HUDSON VALLEY PATTERN FOR PROGRESS

Please turn to page 12 Please turn to page 13

Thruway Seeks New Tolls 
To Fund Operations, 
Capital Plan Thru 2027

From left, GCA First Vice President Lonnie Jacobs, GCA 
President Jesse Ottesen, Sen. Charles Schumer and GCA 
Executive Director Robert Wessels. See story on page 10. 

CIC, NYRIC Co-Host 
Congressional Reception

WASHINGTON--Advancing infrastructure and capital needs in 
New York State brought construction industry leaders to the U.S. 
Capitol last month. U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
was joined by 11 New York Congressmembers along with two 
dozen contractors and Union officials to celebrate the landmark 
$1.2-trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) that was 
hard-fought with bipartisan support. The New York Roadway & 
Infrastructure Coalition (NYRIC) is comprised of the Construction 
Industry Council, the General Contractors Association, the Long 
Island Contractors Association, the Associated General Contrac-
tors of New York, NYS ACEC and Laborers’ LECET organization.
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READY ON DAY 1

@ELEC825 
www.ELEC825.org

ELEC825 is the labor management fund
of Operating Engineers Local 825

ELEC825 ensures that Local 825 Operating Engineers  
are the most highly skilled, most expertly trained  

and most credentialed heavy equipment operators.

Should New Plan Utilize a Carrot or Stick?

Real Estate, Government Officials 
Agree Housing Crisis is Real 
By JOHN JORDAN

RYE, NY—In the aftermath 
of Gov. Kathy Hochul’s failed 
“New York Housing Compact” 
bold initiative that called for 
the development of 800,000 
new housing units statewide 
to address what she termed as 
a housing crisis in New York 
State, real estate executives and 
government officials at a recent 
real estate conference agreed 
that the severe housing short-
age in Westchester County and 
New York State is real.

However, that is where 
consensus fell apart as the 
participants in the Westchester 
County Association’s 2023 Real 
Estate Conference could not 
agree on just how to solve the 
crisis—through incentives or 
via mandates and penalties for 
non-compliance or a combina-
tion of both.

The conference held on May 
10 at the Westchester Country 
Club in Rye focused on the hous-
ing market and the shortage of 
residential units, particularly 
affordable homes and apart-
ments in the county.

William Cuddy, Executive 
Vice President of CBRE and 
chair of the WCA’s Real Estate 
Taskforce, provided context to 
the housing crisis debate by 
offering “five truisms” that 
currently exist in Westchester 
County: 

1“Real estate drives West-
chester’s economy.” He said 
real estate directly impacts 
how people live, where they 
live, where they shop, where 
they get healthcare, where they 
recreate, where they work. “It 
is real estate-based. That is why 
you are here; real estate is criti-
cally important,” he stressed.

2“Economic development 
and GDP performance are 
directly correlated to labor 
participation (jobs).”

3“We have dramatically 
unmet jobs. We need more 
workers.”

4“We lack workers because 
they don’t have housing.” He 
added that workers don’t have 
adequate housing or affordable 
housing.

5“The current legislative and 
regulatory process for deliver-
ing more housing or any new 
development is ineffective and 
inefficient.” 

“That is why we are here 
today,” Mr, Cuddy said. “We 
have to fix it.”

Deputy Westchester County 
Executive Ken Jenkins ad-
dressed the conference at-
tendees by noting that while 
Gov. Kathy Hochul’s New York 
Housing Compact plan was 
withdrawn as part of state bud-
get negotiations, Westchester 
County is ready to work with 
state political leaders on ways 
to address the housing crisis.

Mr. Jenkins said the county’s 
efforts to implement the find-
ings of its latest housing needs 
assessment that called for 11,703 

new housing units was delayed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“It (New York Housing Com-
pact) is not done,” Mr. Jenkins 
said, noting that Westchester 
County Executive George Lat-
imer and his administration 
are planning to work with the 
state, as well as with municipal 
officials, including those that 
have facilitated new housing 
development, such as in Yon-
kers, New Rochelle and White 
Plains, to address the housing 
needs of its workforce. 

The keynote speaker at the 
event—Joseph Graziose, Execu-
tive Vice President, RXR Devel-
opment Services, discussed the 
firm’s ongoing phased massive 
redevelopment of the former 
White Plains Mall property 
into a mixed-use development 
that will eventually feature 860 

new residential units, retail and 
commercial space and public 
park space. RXR is also the 
designated developer for the 
redevelopment of Downtown 
New Rochelle and is involved 
in housing developments in the 

City of Yonkers.
Mr. Graziose praised Gov. 

Hochul for shining a light 
on the housing crisis. “I cer-
tainly commend the governor 
for identifying that there is 
a housing crisis and pushing 

the initiative to try and create 
more housing in New York 
State. I selfishly would like to 
see more housing in Westches-
ter County. But, I really think 
it is going to come down to 

Please turn to page 18

New Rochelle Mayor 
Noam Bramson

Joseph Graziose, EVP, 
RXR Development Services

North Castle Supervisor 
Mike Schiliro



CONSTRUCTION NEWS, MAY 20234

PUBLISHER 
Ross J. Pepe

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER 
John T. Cooney, Jr.

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
George Drapeau III

MANAGING EDITOR 
John Jordan

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
Sheila Smith Drapeau

ADVERTISING MANAGER 
Sharon Regan Masciovecchio

BUSINESS/OFFICE MANAGER 
Karen Zedda

ADVERTISING SALES OFFICE 
629 Old White Plains Road 

Tarrytown, NY 10591 
(914) 631-6070

TYPOGRAPHY/DESIGN/PRINTING 
Westmore News, Inc.

Construction Industry Council 
of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc. 

Chairman: George Pacchiana 
President: Ross J. Pepe

CONSTRUCTION NEWS is the official publication of the Construc-
tion Industry Council of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc., 629 Old 
White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591. Opinions contained in the 
articles herein do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Council.

Subscriptions: $12 a year included in membership dues; $22 for 
two years; $1.50 for a single copy; bulk rates on request, $12 per 
year for non-members. CONSTRUCTION NEWS cannot be respon-
sible for unsolicited manuscripts, nor can it undertake to return 
manuscripts or pictures unless accompanied by self-addressed, 
stamped envelopes. All rights reserved.

Please make checks out to the Construction Industry Council.

Advertising rates: Available upon request.

Please send address changes to the Construction Industry Council 
of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc., 629 Old White Plains Road, 
Tarrytown, NY 10591.

BUSINESS & EDITORIAL OFFICE
Construction Industry Council

of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc.
629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

(914) 631-6070 • FAX # (914) 631-5172
www.cicbca.org

e-mail - info@cicnys.org

Vol. 39 No. 5 MAY 2023

Construction
NEWS NYC Congestion Pricing Plan 

Reaches Key FEIS Milestone
NEW YORK—A triumvirate 

of government bodies released 
on May 12 the long-debated 
report that supports conges-
tion pricing in Manhattan. The 
Final Environmental Assess-
ment for the Central Business 
District Tolling Program and 
a draft “Finding of No Signifi-
cant Impact,” prepared by the 
Federal Highway Administra-
tion, is now available for public 
review online thru June 11. 

Once the 30-day review pe-
riod is over, Federal Highway 
Administration will make its 
final decision, completing its 
review of the potential envi-
ronmental effects of allowing 
the Central Business District 
Tolling Program. Following 
entry into a tolling agreement 
with the FHWA, tolling could 
begin up to 310 days later, dur-
ing which contractors would 
design, build, test and activate 
tolling equipment. 

The MTA and the state 
and city DOTs are commit-
ting $207.5 million over five 
years for mitigation measures 
largely focused on environmen-
tal justice communities and 
populations. This includes a 
$47.5-million set aside for a new 
low-income discount and $5 mil-
lion for additional monitoring 
of traffic, air quality and transit 
station elements.

The program would gener-
ate net revenues sufficient 
to leverage $15 billion for the 
MTA’s 2020-2024 Capital Pro-
gram, which includes trans-
formational projects. The 
funding would allow the MTA 
to progress on its aggressive 
timeline of completing acces-
sibility improvements, along 

with performing necessary 
state-of-good repair work to 
the more-than-a-century old 
transit system.

New York City Mayor Eric 
Adams said, “The federal gov-
ernment has given congestion 
pricing another green light, 
and we’re ready to get it done 
right. This is about more than 
reducing traffic. We’ll invest in 
our transit system and clean up 
the air in the most polluted com-
munities. Building a stronger 
future means ensuring prog-
ress includes everyone, and 
we don’t push consequences 
into overlooked communities.”

The other highlights of the 
program include:

• A low-income driver dis-
count program would provide 
a 25% discount for low-income 
frequent drivers on the full CBD 
E-ZPass toll rate after the first 10 
trips in each calendar month (ex-
cluding the overnight period).

• Taxis and for-hire-vehicles 
may not be tolled more than 
once a day.

• Provide a discount of at 
least 50% on the peak toll for 
trucks and other vehicles from 

at least 12 a.m. to 4 a.m.
• Expand NYC DOT’s Clean 

Trucks Program to accelerate 
the replacement of old die-
sel trucks to lower-emission 
vehicles.

• Expand NYC DOT’s Off-
Hours Delivery Program.

• Place-based mitigation 
measures.

• Retrofit refrigeration trail-
ers (TRUs) at Hunts Point Mar-
ket from dirty diesel to clean 
hybrid diesel.

• Expand electric truck 
charging infrastructure.

• Renovate parks and ex-
pand vegetative barriers along 
highways in EJ communities.

• Install air filtration units 
in schools near highways.

• Expand the NYC Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene’s asthma case manage-
ment program in schools and 
establish a new asthma center 
in the Bronx.

• The TMRB may recom-
mend policies related to dis-
counts and exemptions that 
go beyond the commitments 
in the EA.

The federal government’s decision in early May to green-light 
the MTA’s environmental assessment of congestion pricing — 
a plan to toll motor vehicles south of 60th St. in Manhattan—
virtually ensures the program will be implemented.

Congestion Pricing Program Works; 
Data from Other Cities Proves It
By MARY BARBER

New York is poised to be the 
first city in the United States to 
implement a tolling program to 
combat traffic congestion and 
incentivize the use of public 
transportation. This approach 
has successfully reduced traf-
fic and improved air quality in 
London, Stockholm and Sin-
gapore and raised significant 
funding for public transit. 
While each city faces unique 
challenges, evidence from 
around the world shows that 
these programs reduce traffic, 
improve air quality and raise 
revenue to modernize public 
transportation.

The concept of congestion 
pricing isn’t new. Given the 
return to prepandemic traffic, 
congestion pricing is more 
necessary than ever to reduce 

traffic, slash pollution and 
provide the funding needed to 
modernize trains, buses and 
subways throughout the region. 
In addition, the city and the 
state are developing comple-
mentary policies to electrify 
trucks and incentivize freight 
movement with rail and mari-
time solutions.

As transportation is one 
of the state’s most polluting 
sectors, it is critical that New 
York––which has some of the 
most robust climate goals in 
the country––reduce transpor-
tation emissions to achieve 
these goals and improve public 
health. Transportation emis-
sions directly affect the health 
of millions of New Yorkers, 
leading to significant health 
issues, particularly in low-
income and environmental 

justice communities.
London implemented its 

congestion pricing program 20 
years ago in response to severe 
gridlock, slow- moving vehicles 
and long commute times. After 
the first year, traffic in the 
congestion pricing zone fell by 
30% and continued to decrease 
despite a 15% increase in Lon-
don’s population. Public trans-
portation ridership and bike 
use increased immediately. In 
10 years the program raised 
more than $1.4 billion for public 
transportation improvements. 
This significant reduction in 
vehicle travel had real health 
and environmental benefits 
from decreased carbon dioxide, 
nitrogen oxides and particulate 
matter emissions.

This success wasn’t unique 
to London. In every city, con-
gestion pricing provided funds 
for public transportation and 
reduced vehicle congestion 
harmful pollution.

In Stockholm, traffic and 
emissions both in and out of 
the congestion zone fell. In 
Singapore, despite population 
growth, traffic congestion fell 
and average vehicle speeds 
increased significantly. With 
funding from the city’s tolling 
program, Singapore expanded 
public transit systems, increas-
ing ridership and reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority’s envi-
ronmental assessment of New 
York City’s tolling program 
found that the city would expect 
successes similar to those seen 
abroad. Under every proposed 
tolling scenario, total vehicle 
miles traveled would fall and 
the program would generate 
more than $1 billion per year for 
critically needed renovations to 
transit across the region.

Congestion pricing will 
benefit all New Yorkers, but it 
is critical that particular atten-

tion is given to overburdened 
communities, such as the South 
Bronx, where high asthma rates 
are driven by exposure to emis-
sions from truck exhaust on 
the Cross Bronx Expressway. 
The Transit Mobility Review 
Board must ensure the program 
reduces emissions in these 
communities, and the MTA 
and the state have to guarantee 
complementary programs such 
as truck and bus electrification 
are prioritized for environmen-
tal justice communities.

Congestion pricing works, 
and the data backs it up. It’s 
time for the state and the MTA 
to make it a reality. It must be 
implemented quickly with ex-
panded zero-emission vehicle 
infrastructure and bus electri-
fication to keep New Yorkers 
healthy and moving again.

About the author: Mary Barber 
is director of state affairs at the 
Environmental Defense Fund

COMMENTARY
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Regional Bid Alert

Agency contact information may change without notice. Please check with 
the appropriate contracting agency for the most up-to-date contact information.

NYSDOT - Region 8
Bid Letting Date: June 1, 2023
New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM
Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D265028
PIN# 881623
FA Proj.# Y001-8816-233

Project Description: Putnam, Westchester Cos., signal optimization, 
various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 5.00%

Bid Letting Date: June 1, 2023
New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM
Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D265041
PIN# 881650

Project Description: Westchester Co., intersection pavement improve-
ments, Route 35 at Route 121, Town of Lewisboro.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)

Goals: MBE: 3.00%, WBE: 8.00%, SDVOB: 6.00%

NYSDOT - Region 9
Bid Letting Date: June 1, 2023
New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM
Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D265036 
PIN# 935848
FA Proj.# Y001-9358-483

Project Description: Broome, Chenango Cos., bridge - rehabilitation - 
three culverts inverts, Towns of Colesville and Bainbridge Under I-88. 

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $125,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 8.00%

NYSDOT - Region 10
Bid Letting Date: June 1, 2023
New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM
Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D265012
PIN# 0SGN23
FA Proj.# Y240-0SGN-233

Project Description: Nassau, Suffolk Cos., highway sign installation 
and repair, various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 10.00%

Bid Letting Date: June 1, 2023
New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management
50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM
Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D265031
PIN# 081053
FA Proj.# Y240-0810-533

Project Description: Nassau, Suffolk Cos., concrete pavement restora-
tion various locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $750,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 10.00%

Westchester County DPW
Bid Due Date: May 24, 2023
Contract: EF-2306

Title: Instrumentation Maintenance and Repairs, Department of
Environmental Facilities, Various Locations, Westchester County, New
York.

Description: The work under this contract consists of providing all 
necessary labor, material and equipment required to perform on-call 
repair services for various types of instruments when authorized by the   
county. The services will extend to all Department wastewater treat-
ment plants and pump stations, Water Districts #1 and #3, and solid 
waste facilities. This contract is for a term of two (2) years and may 
be extended by mutual consent of the Contractor and the County of 
Westchester for one (1) additional two-year term with all prices, terms 
and conditions remaining the same as the original contract.

Pre-Bid Inspection (Non-Mandatory): scheduled for 9:00 AM, May 10, 
2023; meeting at the Yonkers Joint WRRF, 1 Fernbrook St, Yonkers, 
NY 10705.

Contact: Lona Davis, 914-813-5409.

NYS Dormitory Authority
Bid Due Date: May 23, 2023
Title: City University of New York, Bernard M. Baruch College, Elevator 
Lobby Modernization

Contract: CR44 General Construction

Project# 3351809999

Sealed bids for the above work located at Baruch College, 151 E 
25th Street, New York, NY 10010 will be received by DASNY at its 
office located at 515 Broadway, Albany, NY 12207.  Each bid must be 
identified, on the outside of the envelope, with the name and address 
of the bidder and designated a bid for the Project titled above.  When 
a sealed bid is placed inside another delivery jacket, the bid delivery 
jacket must be clearly marked on the outside “BID ENCLOSED” 
and “ATTENTION: CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS – DARIA 
KHANAFIEV.” DASNY will not be responsible for receipt of bids which 
do not comply with these instructions.

The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (“DASNY”) has 
determined that its interest in obtaining the best work at the lowest 
possible price, preventing favoritism, fraud and corruption, and other 
considerations such as the impact of delay, the possibility of cost 
savings advantages and any local history of labor unrest are best met 
by use of a Project Labor Agreement (“PLA”) on this Project.  The 
successful low bidder, as a condition of being awarded this Contract, 
will be required to execute the PLA described in the Information for 
Bidders and included in the Contract Documents.  See Section 18.0 of 
the Information for Bidders of the Contract Documents for additional 
information.  All subcontractors of every tier will be required to agree to 
be bound by the PLA.

All individuals who plan to attend pre-bid meetings or bid openings 
in person will be required to complete and present a DASNY Visitor 
Covid-19 Screening Questionnaire, present government-issued picture 
identification to building security officials and obtain a visitors pass 
prior to attending the bid opening.    The questionnaire and all instruc-
tions are located after Section 19.0 of the Information for Bidders.

Individuals and entities submitting bids in person or by private delivery 
services should allow sufficient time for processing through build-
ing security to assure that bids are received prior to the deadline for 
submitting bids. 

All bid openings will be made available for viewing live via Zoom at 
www.zoom.us.  To enter the meeting, select “Join a Meeting” then enter 
Meeting Id 353 471 6521, Password 351895.  Individuals are strongly 
encouraged to utilize this public viewing option as an alternative to in 
person attendance at bid openings.

Only those bids in the hands of DASNY, available to be read at 2:00 
PM local time on May 23, 2023 will be considered.  Bids shall be pub-
licly opened and read aloud.  Bid results can be viewed at DASNY’s 
website; http://www.dasny.org.

In accordance with State Finance Law § 139-j and § 139-k, this 
solicitation includes and imposes certain restrictions on communica-
tions between DASNY personnel and a prospective bidder during the 
procurement process. Designated staff for this solicitation is: Alex 
Ladias, Project Manager, 17 Lexington Avenue, Suite 213, Room 212, 
New York, NY 10010, 646-660-6018, aladias@dasny.org (the Owner’s 
Representative) and DASNY at ccontracts@dasny.org.  Contacts 
made to other DASNY personnel regarding this procurement may 
disqualify the prospective bidder and affect future procurements with 
governmental entities in the State of New York.  For more information 
pursuant to this law, refer to DASNY’s website; http://www.dasny.org or 
the OGS website; http://www.ogs.state.ny.us.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled on Tuesday, May 9, 2023, at 10:00 AM 
at Baruch College, 151 E 25th Street, New York, NY 10010. Contact 
Alex Ladias at 646-210-1571, aladias@dasny.org. All prospective bid-
ders are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Prospective bidders are advised that the Contract Documents for this 
Project contain new “GENERAL CONDITIONS for CONSTRUCTION” 
dated June 17, 2021 that contain significant revisions from those 
documents previously contained in DASNY’s Contract Documents.  
Prospective bidders are further advised to review applicable sections 
of these General Conditions for any potential impact on their bid price 
prior to submittal of the bid.

A complete set of Contract Documents may be viewed and/or 
purchased online from Camelot Print and Copy Centers.  Only those 
Contract Documents obtained in this manner will enable a prospective 
bidder to be identified as an official plan holder of record.  DASNY 
takes no responsibility for the completeness of Contract Documents 

obtained from other sources.  Contract Documents obtained from 
other sources may not be accurate or may not contain addenda that 
may have been issued.  In addition, prospective bidders are advised 
that the Contract Documents for this Project contain new “GENERAL 
CONDITIONS for CONSTRUCTION” dated June 17, 2021 that contain 
significant revisions from those documents previously contained in 
DASNY’s Contract Documents.  Prospective bidders are further ad-
vised to review applicable sections of these General Conditions for any 
potential impact on their bid price prior to submittal of the bid.  The plan 
holders list and a list of interested subcontractors and material suppli-
ers may be viewed at DASNY’s website: http://www.dasny.org.  For Bid 
Opportunities and other DASNY related news, follow us on Twitter @
NYS_DASNY and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/DAS-
NY-Dormitor-Authority-of-the-State-of-New-York/307274192739368.

Bid Due Date: May 31, 2023
Title: Office of Mental Health, Rockland Psychiatric Center, Building 
No. 732 Building Management System Upgrade

Contract: CR9 HVAC, CR10 Electrical

Project# 3654809999

Sealed bids for the above work located at Rockland Psychiatric Center, 
Building No. 732, 45 Ashley Avenue, Middletown, New York 10940 
will be received by DASNY at its office located at 515 Broadway, 
Albany, NY 12207.  Each bid must be identified, on the outside of the 
envelope, with the name and address of the bidder and designated 
a bid for the Project titled above.  When a sealed bid is placed inside 
another delivery jacket, the bid delivery jacket must be clearly marked 
on the outside “BID ENCLOSED” and “ATTENTION: CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS – DARIA KHANAFIEV.” DASNY will not be responsible 
for receipt of bids which do not comply with these instructions.

All individuals who plan to attend pre-bid meetings or bid openings 
in person will be required to complete and present a DASNY Visitor 
Covid-19 Screening Questionnaire, present government-issued picture 
identification to building security officials and obtain a visitors pass 
prior to attending the bid opening.    The questionnaire and all instruc-
tions are located after Section 19.0 of the Information for Bidders.

Individuals and entities submitting bids in person or by private delivery 
services should allow sufficient time for processing through build-
ing security to assure that bids are received prior to the deadline for 
submitting bids. 

All bid openings will be made available for viewing live via Zoom at 
www.zoom.us.  To enter the meeting, select “Join a Meeting” then enter 
Meeting Id 353 471 6521, Password 351895.  Individuals are strongly 
encouraged to utilize this public viewing option as an alternative to in 
person attendance at bid openings.

Only those bids in the hands of DASNY, available to be read at 2:00 
PM local time on May 31, 2023, will be considered.  Bids shall be pub-
licly opened and read aloud.  Bid results can be viewed at DASNY’s 
website; http://www.dasny.org.

In accordance with State Finance Law § 139-j and § 139-k, this solici-
tation includes and imposes certain restrictions on communications 
between DASNY personnel and a prospective bidder during the pro-
curement process. Designated staff for this solicitation is: Christopher 
Headley, Project Manager, 140 Old Orangeburg Road, Building 19, 
Orangeburg, New York 10962, 646-529-0012, cheadley@dasny.org 
(the Owner’s Representative) and DASNY at ccontracts@dasny.org.  
Contacts made to other DASNY personnel regarding this procurement 
may disqualify the prospective bidder and affect future procurements 
with governmental entities in the State of New York.  For more informa-
tion pursuant to this law, refer to DASNY’s website; http://www.dasny.
org or the OGS website; http://www.ogs.state.ny.us.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled on Monday, May 15, 2023, at 10:00 
AM at Middletown P.C., 45 Ashley Avenue, Middletown, New York 
10940. Contact Christopher Headley at 646-529-0012. All prospective 
bidders are strongly encouraged to attend. 

Prospective bidders are advised that the Contract Documents for this 
Project contain new “GENERAL CONDITIONS for CONSTRUCTION” 
dated June 17, 2021, that contain significant revisions from those 
documents previously contained in DASNY’s Contract Documents.  
Prospective bidders are further advised to review applicable sections 
of these General Conditions for any potential impact on their bid price 
prior to submittal of the bid.

A complete set of Contract Documents may be viewed and/or 
purchased online from Camelot Print and Copy Centers.  Only those 
Contract Documents obtained in this manner will enable a prospective 
bidder to be identified as an official plan holder of record.  DASNY 
takes no responsibility for the completeness of Contract Documents 
obtained from other sources.  Contract Documents obtained from 
other sources may not be accurate or may not contain addenda that 
may have been issued.  In addition, prospective bidders are advised 
that the Contract Documents for this Project contain new “GENERAL 
CONDITIONS for CONSTRUCTION” dated June 17, 2021 that contain 
significant revisions from those documents previously contained in 
DASNY’s Contract Documents.  Prospective bidders are further ad-
vised to review applicable sections of these General Conditions for any 
potential impact on their bid price prior to submittal of the bid.  The plan 
holders list and a list of interested subcontractors and material suppli-
ers may be viewed at DASNY’s website: http://www.dasny.org.  For Bid 
Opportunities and other DASNY related news, follow us on Twitter @
NYS_DASNY and Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/DASNY-
Dormitor-Authority-of-the-State-of-New-York/307274192739368.
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Attorney's Column

Court Holds That Wrap Up Exclusion Applies, Even Where 
Contractor Was Not Enrolled in Wrap-Up Insurance Program

By THOMAS H. WELBY, P.E., ESQ. and GREGORY J. SPAUN, ESQ.

As  anyone who 
has had the dis-

pleasure of being on 
the defending end of a 
personal injury action 
knows, cross claims 
between various defen-
dants (seeking to shift 
blame) can be litigated 
with greater fervor than 
the claim of the injured 
plaintiff. This is particularly 
true where the injured plain-
tiff fell from an elevation and 
Labor Law §240 is implicated 
(and the question becomes how 
much—as opposed to whether—

the injured plaintiff is going to 
be paid). 

In order to blunt the expense 
of litigating these various 
cross claims, owners and gen-
eral contractors have utilized 
“wrap-up” OCIP/CCIP (owner/

contractor-controlled insur-
ance program) insurance poli-
cies. The theory is that with one 
carrier ultimately paying every 
claim, the determination of fault 
is less important. (As a practi-

cal matter, since fault does find 
its way onto a contractor’s loss 
run—essentially a credit report 
for insurance claims—and can 
still affect a contractor’s insur-
ance premium, the resolution 
of the cross claims remains 

important, and they are 
still litigated with zeal, 
even in the presence of 
a wrap up policy.)

In response, and be-
cause litigating issues 
relating to the priorities 
of insurance coverage 
are often as expensive 
as litigating the un-
derlying cross claims, 
many general liability 

insurance policies contain ex-
clusions for projects that are 
covered by such a wrap up in-
surance program. In the recent 
case of Skanska USA Building, 
Inc. v Harleysville Insurance 

Company of New York, an ap-
pellate court reminds us that 
these “wrap up exclusions” will 
be given effect—even where 
a contractor does not actu-
ally participate in the wrap up 
program. 

Background
In 2013, Skanska USA Build-

ing entered into a contract with 
New York University to reno-
vate NYU’s building at 370 Jay 
St. in Brooklyn, NY. In August 
2015, Skanska subcontracted 
out the electrical scope of work 
to a subcontractor which, one 
year later, sub-subcontracted 
out a portion of that work to JM 
Electrical, Inc. Skanska main-
tained a contractor-controlled 
insurance program (a “CCIP” or 
“wrap-up”) policy, but neither 
of the electrical subcontractors 
were enrolled in that program. 

In March 2017, a worker 
of Sirina Fire Protection was 
working in the area of JM’s 
work and was injured. The 
worker inevitably sued Skan-
ska. Skanska, in turn, tendered 
its defense to its electrical 
subcontractor, which did the 
same to its sub-subcontractor, 
JM whose carrier denied the 
tender because JM claimed that 
it was not currently working in 
the area of the injured plaintiff’s 
accident, and JM’s insurance 
policy only covered losses that 
arose out of JM’s operations. 

Harleysville, the intermedi-
ate subcontractor’s carrier, 
took a different tactic. Har-
leysville disclaimed coverage 
based not on the location of the 
work, but on a wrap up exclu-
sion in its policy. Accordingly, 
Harleysville argued, no fight 
need be had over the location of 
its insured’s work vis-à-vis the 
location of the injury because 
even assuming that they hap-
pened in the same area, there 
would still be no coverage be-
cause of the wrap up exclusion.

After discovery, Skanska 
moved for summary judgment 
against Harleysville, arguing 
that the cited wrap up exclusion 
was inapplicable as neither its 
insured nor JM were enrolled 
in the wrap up program. Har-
leysville opposed, arguing that 
the policy was not limited to 
excluding enrollees of a wrap up 
program, but to projects where 
there was a wrap up program. 

Decision
The motion court denied 

Skanska’s motion for summary 
judgment, finding that the wrap 
up exclusion was clear that it 
applied to any project at which 
there was a wrap up insur-
ance program. Accordingly, 
the court rebuffed Skanska’s 
argument that the enrollment 
status in the wrap up was rel-
evant, following well-settled law 

requiring an examination of 
the specific policy language. In 
the absence of policy language 
making the wrap up exclusion 
contingent on enrollment status 
in the wrap up program, the 
court held that the exclusion 
applied simply because the 
wrap up program was available. 
The appellate court affirmed, 
similarly holding that under 
the policy language at issue, 
the subcontractor need not have 
enrolled in the wrap up—its 
existence alone was sufficient 
to trigger the exclusion.

Comment
While the law requires that 

courts strictly construe exclu-
sions in insurance policies 
against the carriers that draft 
them (and in favor of the in-
sureds who pay for coverage), 
this case serves as a reminder 
that where policy language is 
clear, courts will enforce it. 
Here, the policy language was 
clear that where there was a 
wrap up insurance program, the 
primary general liability policy 
would not afford coverage—and 
Skanska was left to defend the 
underlying personal injury 
action with its own insurance 
policy. 

Wrap up insurance pro-
grams can be beneficial on a 
larger construction project, 
streamlining all of the insur-
ance under one program, and 
putting all of the risk with 
one carrier. However, since 
many general liability policies 
exclude coverage on projects 
where there is such a wrap up 
program, it is crucial for con-
tractors to understand what the 
wrap up program does and does 
not cover. For instance, will the 
wrap up cover the insured’s 
shop operations, or just its work 
on site? (Using HVAC contrac-
tors as an example, would a 
contractor be covered by its own 
insurance when it fabricates 
ductwork in its shop for a wrap 
up project?) If the wrap up will 
not cover shop operations, will 
its primary policy do so, or will 
it be left uninsured? Further, 
if a wrap up policy includes a 
high self-insured retention (the 
amount the insured must spend 
in defense or indemnity costs 
before the wrap up insurance 
kicks in), can it get its primary 
carrier to cover the difference? 

A contractor’s insurance 
policy is a difficult enough 
document to understand in the 
best of circumstances. When 

Please turn to page 21

After discovery, Skanska moved 
for summary judgment against 
Harleysville, arguing that the cited 
wrap up exclusion was inapplicable 
as neither its insured nor JM were 
enrolled in the wrap up program.

Asset Management L.P.

Michael J. Paton
mpaton@tocqueville.com

212-698-0812

40 West 57th Street, 19th Floor
New York, New York 10019

While the law requires that courts strictly construe 
exclusions in insurance policies against the carriers 
who draft them (and in favor of the insureds who pay for 
coverage), this case serves as a reminder that where policy 
language is clear, courts will enforce it.
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GreG LaLevee
Business Manager

IUOE Local 825

What changes
Technology is changing faster than ever. Heavy 

equipment and the software in it is more com-

plex and can do more for you: GPS, remote con-

trol, artificial intelligence. It’s no longer enough 

to operate equipment. Today and in the future, 

you have to understand it.

What stays the same
IUOE Local 825 has always kept pace with 

change. In 2022, we got ahead of it. Our nation-

ally known training center became accredited as 

a technical college.

This means our engineers are schooled in 

more than operating heavy equipment. They are 

learning to maintain and even develop software 

that runs it, rather than being dependent on it. 

Think ahead
Our goal is to stay relevant in a changing world, 

continuing to offer the most highly trained, skilled 

and experienced operators available anywhere. 

Today. And tomorrow.

Some Things Change.  
Some Don’t.

Better Building Begins Here

WWW.IUOE825.ORG

DOT Commissioner Extolls Speed Camera Plan 
In Statewide DOT, Thruway Authority Work Zones 

TARRYTOWN, NY—High-
way safety advocates are urg-
ing drivers to pay attention 
and slow down as part of 
the National Work Zone 
Awareness campaign 
this month. Construction 
workers in traffic work 
zones are at high risk, and 
the state is doing more to 
protect them. The NYS-
DOT recently reported 
there were more than 200 
crashes in work zones 
on state roadways and 
bridges in 2021, resulting 
in nearly 50 injuries.

To help make construc-
tion work zones safer, 
a new pilot program by 
NYSDOT and the Thruway 
Authority was launched last 
month to incorporate 30 speed 
cameras in designated DOT and 
Thruway Authority road con-
struction zones across the state.

“When one construction 
worker gets hurt because of a 
distracted driver, we take it 
personally,” New York State 
Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Marie Therese 
Dominguez said, speaking to a 
group of contractors, union of-
ficials and other leaders at the 
Spring membership meeting of 
the CIC and BCA on Wed., April 
19, in Tarrytown. “Sometimes, 
the outcomes are even more 
tragic. Those numbers repre-
sent actual people.”

NYSDOT, the New York State 
Thruway Authority and other 
highway safety advocates for 
years have pushed for more 
speed cameras in work zones to 
prevent crashes. The new speed-
enforcement program targeting 
work zones are being advanced 
by 30 vehicles equipped with Au-
tomatic License Plate Readers 
(LPR) that can monitor speeds 
in work zones, Commissioner 
Dominguez told the audience 
of 120 executives at the Sleepy 
Hollow Hotel. Any vehicle trav-
eling more than 10 MPH over 
the posted work zone speed will 
be issued a heavy fine via mail.

“We got 20 vehicles out on 
the state roads and 10 on the 
Thruway system that are now 
catching speeders who are fly-
ing, literally flying through 
work zones,” she said. Within 
the first 45 minutes of launch of 
the program, there were close to 
5,000 violations, it was reported.

The price of speeding 
through work zones will esca-
late. Beginning May 17, fines 
started at $50 for a driver’s first 
violation, increasing to $75 for 
the second violation and to $100 
for the third and all subsequent 
violations within 18 months of 
the first violation.

As a pilot program, the en-
forcement campaign will run 
for five years. Albany lawmak-
ers will review the cameras 
efficacy in reducing speeding, 
crashes, injuries and deaths 
to determine if it will become 
permanent.

Addressing the speeding 
motorists the program is tar-
geting, Ms. Dominguez said the 

state gave drivers a 30-day grace 
period during the testing phase. 
“But after that, we’re going 

after you, and the state police 
are with us and so is local law 
enforcement.”

Jim Konstalid, director of 
Thruway maintenance and 
operations, said there were 175 
work zone crashes reported on 

the New York State Thruway in 
2022. “Put that in perspective, 
that’s about one every other 

day,” he said.
It was also reported that 

all emergency vehicles 
violating the work zone 
speed limit, not in emer-
gency mode (lights and 
sirens activated), will be 
photographed, recorded 
and the appropriate agen-
cy will be notified. “Opera-
tors of emergency vehicles 
in emergency mode should 
exercise due caution while 
approaching and passing 
work zones—excessive 
speeds will be monitored,” 
it was noted.

The DOT Commissioner 
thanked the CIC and the Office 
of the Governor for working 
on the legislation and getting 
it signed into law. “We don’t 
protect our people who are 
out there who are actually 

delivering on all these projects 
without everybody’s help. We 
have all our VMS billboards lit 
up around the state for Work 
Zone Safety. It’s a collaborative 
partnership; we do great things 
when we work together.”

As required by state law, 60% 
of the fine revenue generated 

by the speed cameras will be 
allocated to work zone safety im-
provement projects. According 
to state data, from 2010 through 
2016, there were 3,450 accidents 
in highway work zones in New 
York, resulting in 50 deaths 
and more than 1,100 injuries to 
workers and drivers.

Sixty percent of the fine revenue generated by the speed 
cameras will be allocated to work zone safety improvement 
projects.

Beginning May 17, 
fines start at $50 for a 
driver’s first violation, 
increasing to $75 for the 
second violation and to 
$100 for the third and all 
subsequent violations 
within 18 months of the 
first violation.
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See our Entire Line!  Call for Catalogs Including:

Factory & Corporate Office:
207 Lake Street (Route 32)

Newburgh, NY, 12550
1.845.562.4477

New England Area
238 E Cherry Street

Shrewsbury, MA 01545
1.508.842.2822

MidAtlantic Area:
506 Pulaski Highway

Joppa, MD 21085
1.443.313.3461
Or Phone us Toll Free 

from anywhere:

1-800-407-4674 

Sales • Rentals • Service • Repairs
Trade-ins • Recertification

• We can provide you with the world's largest or 
   smallest trench box or shoring system.
• Get high production numbers while keeping 
   your workers safe.
• We will show you how with our on-site supervision.
• Contact us for the world's very best shoring.
• We will deliver on time.

★ Trench Boxes ★
★ Rock Boxes ★

★ Hydraulic Shoring ★
★ Aluminum Trench Boxes ★

 Portable Safety Guard Rails  
 Road Plates 

 Hydraulic Shoring 
 Slip-Not® Ladder Retention System 

www.americanshoring.com
E-Mail us at: sales@americanshoring.com

See our Entire Line!  Call for Catalogs Including:

Report Card on Highways

New York Highway System Ranks 49th in U.S. 
For Performance Condition, Cost Effectiveness

L O S  A N G E L E S — N e w 
York’s highway system ranks 
49th in the nation in overall 
cost-effectiveness and condi-
tion, according to the Annual 
Highway Report by the Reason 
Foundation released on April 
20. This year’s ranking is a 
three-spot decline from the 
previous report when New York 
ranked 46th. 

However, some categories in 
the report cannot be compared 
to previous years due to meth-
odological changes that also 
impacted some state’s overall 
rankings, Reason Foundation 
officials stated.

New York ranks in the bot-
tom 10 nationally in six of the 
report’s 13 metrics. The state’s 
costs are disproportionately 
high and the biggest driver of 
its poor overall rankings. While 
some higher costs are under-

standable, New York’s 1.57 capi-
tal and bridge disbursement 
per lane-mile ratio is 1.3 times 
more than peer state Illinois’ 
ratio and 1.7 times more than 
peer state Pennsylvania’s ratio. 

New York’s 1.94 mainte-
nance disbursement per lane-
mile ratio is 2.3 times more than 
Illinois’ ratio and 1.6 times 
more than Pennsylvania’s 
ratio. New York’s 4.92 other 
disbursements per lane-mile 
ratio is 9.3 times more than Illi-
nois’ ratio and three times more 
than Pennsylvania’s ratio. New 
York’s 9.39% of poor urban 
Interstate pavement mileage 
is 1.9 times more than Illinois’ 
percent and 1.5 times more than 
Pennsylvania’s percent. 

New York’s 23.81% of poor ur-
ban arterial pavement mileage 
is 25.9 times more than Illinois’ 
percent and 28.7 times more 
than Pennsylvania’s percent. 
New York drivers spend 43.2 
hours in traffic annually, 1.4 
times more hours than Illinois’ 
drivers and 1.9 times more hours 
than Pennsylvania’s drivers. 

In safety and performance 
categories, New York ranks 
7th in rural fatality rate, 19th in 
urban fatality rate, 40th in struc-
turally deficient bridges, 49th in 
traffic congestion, 48th in urban 
Interstate pavement condition, 
and 38th in rural Interstate pave-
ment condition. 

New York is 47th in capital 
and bridge spending per mile 
and 46th in maintenance spend-
ing per mile, according to the 
report.

“To improve in the rankings, 
New York should try to have its 
high costs better translate into 
things like good pavement con-
dition, less traffic congestion 
and fewer deficient bridges,” 
said Baruch Feigenbaum, lead 
author of the Annual Highway 
Report and senior managing 
director of transportation 
policy at Reason Foundation. 
“For example, the state ranks in 
the bottom 20 in spending in all 
four disbursement categories 
but still ranks in the bottom 20 
in all four pavement condition 
categories as well as in percent 
structurally deficient bridges.”

He continued, “While it may 
be challenging for New York to 
reduce its spending, if the state 
could improve its pavement and 
bridge quality to the national 
average, it would move up in the 
overall rankings substantially. 
As it is, the state has the worst 
of both worlds: high spending 
and poor roadways.”

Other key findings were:
• New York’s best rankings 

are in rural fatality rate (7th) and 
other fatality rate (9th).

• New York’s worst rankings 
are other disbursements per 
mile (50th) and urbanized area 
congestion (49th). 

• New York commuters 
spend 43.2 hours stuck in traf-
fic congestion, ranking 49th 
nationally. 

Please turn to page 16

Overall Highway Performance Rank map, 2020.  SOURCE: REASON FOUNDATION
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For more than 30 years WB&G is proud to 

serve the members of the Construction Industry 

Council of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc., and 

the Building Contractors Association of Westchester 

& The Mid-Hudson Region, Inc. 

When Construction Problems
Require Legal Solutions.

11 MARTINE AVENUE, 15TH FLOOR, WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10606

PHONE: 914.428.2100  FAX: 914.428.2172  www.WBGLLP.com

NEW YORK   |  NEW JERSEY   |  CONNECTICUT  |  MANHATTAN

Knowledge & Knowhow
WB&G’s comprehensive knowledge and insights into the intricacies 
of the construction and real estate industries are invaluable
resources for companies, municipalities and business
organizations seeking pragmatic and successful
approaches to solve their legal challenges.
For more than thirty years, WB&G’s 
commitment and dedication to provide 
exceptional legal service have infused 
the firm with the knowledge and 
knowhow to achieve practical and 
favorable results for its clients.

REAL ESTATE & LAND DEVELOPMENT

Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLP

CONSTRUCTION LAWMEDIATION & ARBITRATION EMPLOYMENT & LABOR LAW

COMMERCIAL LAW

BCA's 
66th Annual Golf Outing
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            &
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State Approves $51 Million 
For Clean Water Projects

ALBANY—The Environmental Facilities Corporation Board 
of Directors approved $51 million in funding that includes low-
cost financing and previously announced grants that authorizes 
municipal access to the capital necessary to move critical water 
and sewer infrastructure projects forward. These include replace-
ment of lead service connections, treatment processes to remove 
emerging contaminants from drinking water and modernizing 
aging systems.

The deadline for the current application period for future EFC-
awarded grants is July 28.

The EFC Board also approved a $572,575,000 financing for the 
New York City Municipal Water Finance Authority that will 
refinance short-term financings for 11 NYCMWFA wastewater 
and drinking water projects and refund prior EFC bonds that 
funded NYCMWFA projects. It is estimated that the refunding 
will save New York City ratepayers approximately $22 million 
over the next 10 years.

EFC President and CEO Maureen A. Coleman said, “The 
transaction will provide interest-rate relief to one of our biggest 
borrowers. This round of grant funding is provided, in part, by 
the Environmental Bond Act approved by the voters in Novem-
ber 2022.”

Drinking Water Project fundings approved in the Hudson Val-
ley/New York City regions included:

City of Kingston, Ulster County—$16,420,000 short-term 
market-rate financing and $3,000,000 WIIA grant for the rehabilita-
tion of the Cooper Lake Dam and Reservoir and the construction 
of a new intake structure and associated piping.

Village of Red Hook, Dutchess County—$720,000 short-term 
market-rate financing and $1,080,000 WIIA grant for the decom-
missioning of Well #4, replacement of approximately 2,400 linear 
feet of watermain, hydrants, and lead service connections on 
Graves and Cherry streets, rehabilitation of the interior of the 
225,000-gallon water tower at the end of Tower Street, addition of 
a booster pump to the interconnection between the village and 
town water systems, and replacement of the control system at the 
water treatment plant.

New York City Municipal Water Finance Authority 
and New York City Department of Environmental Protec-

ALBANY UPDATE

Please turn to page 21
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New York Roadway & Infrastructure Coalition Leaders 
Stage Congressional Fly-In April 25 to Meet NY Reps. 

WASHINGTON—More than 
two dozen U.S. elected officials 
and construction industry lead-
ers from New York gathered at 
the U.S. Capitol in late April 
to discuss challenges facing 
the state’s infrastructure and 
to celebrate the opportunities 
provided in the $1.2-trillion 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA). 

U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer was joined by 11 
Congressional members, includ-
ing Hudson Valley Region Reps. 
Marcus Molinaro, Mike Lawler 
and Patrick Ryan, who spoke 
to some two dozen contractors 
and leaders of organized labor 
during the annual fly-in. Also 
in attendance were Congress-

man Nick LaLota, Congressman 
Andrew Garbarino, Congress-
woman Nicole Malliotakis, 
Congressman Daniel Goldman, 
Congressman Paul Tonko, Con-
gressman Brandon Williams, 
Congresswoman Claudia Ten-
ney and Congressman Brian 
Higgins as well as Congressman 

Nicholas Langworthy’s Chief of 
Staff, Jessica Proud. 

Construction Industry Coun-
cil Executive Director John 
Cooney, Jr. attended the meet-
ing along with Patrick Purcell, 
Executive Director, New York 
State Laborers-Employers Co-
operation and Education Trust.

The New York Roadway 
& Infrastructure Coalition is 
comprised of the General Con-
tractors Association of NY, the 
Construction Industry Council 
of Westchester & Hudson Valley, 
Inc., the Long Island Contrac-
tors Association, the NYS As-
sociated General Contractors, 

the Laborers Employers Coop-
eration and Education Trust 
(LECET) and American Council 
of Engineering Companies of 
New York (ACEC NY) along 
with dozens of other enterprises 
and labor unions.

The annual congressional 
reception has been staged 
for more than three decades, 
beginning in the early 1990s 
when then U.S. Senators Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan and Alfonse 
D’Amato helped launch the 
transformation of the Federal 
Highway Bill into the sweeping 
multi-year package it is today 
become, paying to upgrade the 
nation’s highways, bridges, air-
ports, canals, and other surface 
transportation modalities.

From left, Construction Industry Council Executive Director John Cooney met with 
Congressman Marcus Molinaro, Congressman Patrick Ryan and Congressman Mike Lawler.

Yonkers Contracting to Begin $45M 
Thruway Work in Orange, Rockland

ALBANY—The New York State Thruway Author-
ity announced on May 1 that work will begin on a 
$44.6-million pavement improvement project on the 
New York State Thruway (I-87) spanning Rockland 
and Orange counties. 

The work will cover nearly 10 miles between exit 15 
(New Jersey - I-287 - NJ Route 17 South) in the Town of 
Ramapo in western Rockland County to the Town of 
Tuxedo in southern Orange County and includes reha-
bilitating the pavement by performing full-depth repairs. 

Yonkers Contracting Company, Inc., of Yonkers, 
NY was named the project contractor following a 
competitive bidding process.

“This section is one of the more heavily traveled in 
our entire system, connecting the Thruway to Route 
17, and this project will enhance the travel experience 
for residents and visitors alike,” Thruway Author-
ity Interim Executive Director Frank G. Hoare said. 
“These improvements are investments in the future 
of the Hudson Valley.” 

Approximately 92,000 vehicles use this heavily 
traveled corridor each day.

The project will begin with full-depth pavement 
repairs, meaning crews will remove and replace the 
most deteriorated portions on a nearly 10-mile stretch 

of roadway (from milepost 29.4 to 38.7), down to its 
subbase in both the northbound and southbound direc-
tion. The repairs, covering approximately 60 total lane 
miles, will improve the existing roadway’s structural 
integrity. Crews will also address less stressed areas 
of the roadway by removing the existing asphalt over-
lay and installing a new two-course asphalt overlay 
to provide a smoother ride for motorists, Thruway 
Authority officials stated.

In addition, safety improvements will include new 
guiderail, additional reflective line striping and up-
grades to drainage systems and culverts. Some work, 
such as guiderail installation, began last fall; paving 
operations will take place this year and occur overnight 
to reduce impacts to motorists.

All work is expected to be completed by the end of 
the year.

The Authority’s approved 2023 Budget invests a 
total of $413 million to support its Capital Program, 
which is scheduled to invest $1.9 billion into capital 
projects through 2027. In 2022, motorists took more 
than 376 million trips and drove 7.7 billion miles on 
the Thruway system.

$62M Pavement, Bridge Rehab Project 
On I-95 Begins in Bronx/Westchester 

ALBANY—New York State 
announced on April 21 the start 
of a $61.8-million pavement 
improvement project on a four-
mile stretch of the New England 
Thruway I-95 in the Bronx and 
Westchester County. 

The majority of the work 
will take place in the Bronx and 
includes the rehabilitation of 11 
bridges and the replacement of 
the superstructures—concrete 
decks and steel beams—of two 
pedestrian bridges. 

Restani Construction Corp., 
of Queens, N.Y., is the project 
contractor after being awarded 
the project following a competi-
tive bidding process.

The I-95 project will be-
gin with full-depth pavement 
repairs, meaning crews will 
remove and replace the most 
deteriorated portions on a 
four-mile stretch of roadway 
(milepost 0 to 4.0), down to its 
subbase in both the northbound 
and southbound direction. Cov-

ering more than 24 total lane 
miles, the repairs will improve 
the roadway’s structural integ-
rity. After the concrete pave-
ment is repaired, a two-course 
asphalt overlay will be installed 
to provide a smoother ride 
for motorists. Approximately 
120,000 vehicles use this heav-
ily traveled corridor each day.

Paving operations and the 
majority of work will take place 
overnight to reduce impacts to 
motorists, Thruway Authority 
officials stated.

The other major component 
of the project is extensive bridge 
work. Crews will rehabilitate 
10 vehicular bridges/ramps 
and one pedestrian bridge and 
remove and replace the super-
structure on two pedestrian 
bridges over I-95 in the Bronx 
(one at 222nd Street and another 
at Dyre Avenue). Each bridge 
superstructure replacement 
will occur over a 48-hour period 
on a weekend with free shuttle 

bus service provided during the 
closures. Those dates and fur-
ther details will be announced 
at a later date.

In addition, safety improve-
ments will include new guide-
rail, additional reflective line 
striping and upgrades to con-
crete barriers and curbs. All 
work is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of the 2024.

Thruway Authority Interim 

Executive Director Frank G. 
Hoare said, “Interstate 95 is 
a vital link for residents and 
commerce between New York 
City and New England, and 
rehabilitating this section will 
bring long-term improvements, 
improve community connec-
tions, and enhance the driving 
surface for the more than 40 
million passenger and com-
mercial vehicles who travel the 

corridor each year. This project 
is another example of strategi-
cally investing our toll revenue 
to meet the evolving needs of 
motorists and commerce across 
the tri-state region.”

Motorists may encounter 
lane closures on the New 
England Thruway along with 
traffic shifts and stoppages 
while construction is under-
way. Motorists should follow 
the posted work zone speed 
limits and are reminded that 
fines are doubled for speeding 
in a work zone. In accordance 
with the Work Zone Safety Act 
of 2005, convictions of two or 
more speeding violations in a 
work zone could result in the 
suspension of an individual’s 
driver license.

The Thruway Authority’s ap-
proved 2023 Budget invests a total 
of $413 million to support its Capi-
tal Program, which is scheduled 
to invest $1.9 billion into capital 
projects through 2027.

The 222nd St. Pedestrian Bridge in the Bronx.

A section of the New York State Thruway near the 
Rockland and Orange County line.
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civic society depends on,” said 
the firm’s CEO Adam Bosch. 
“The data analyzed in our re-
port underscore a painful fact: 
our region has lost population 
to migration for 24 of the last 
25 years. This steady loss of 
people strains our workforce 
and businesses, our schools, 
our system of taxation, and 
other institutions that allow 
our communities to survive 
and thrive. Leaders at every 
level must examine the com-
plex mix of factors that are 
causing more people to leave 
the Hudson Valley so that we 
can preserve a strong future 
for our region.”

The “Moving In, Moving 
Out” report examined a new 
set of migration data released 
in the final week of April by 
the Internal Revenue Service. 
The data utilize information 
from tax returns to track 
domestic and international 
migration throughout the 
United States. The data are 
provided on a county-by-
county basis, which allowed 
PFP to analyze the inflow and 
outflow of people for each 
county in the Hudson Valley, 
officials stated.

The data suggest that 
climate refugees are moving into the region 
from California. A total of 1,179 people from 
Los Angeles County have moved into the Hud-
son Valley from 2018-2020. Many assumed that 
New York’s growing TV and film industries 
had attracted these West Coast transplants. 
While that might be partially true, Pattern 

stated it has also encountered several people, 
whom they described as “climate refugees” 
who moved from Los Angeles during that time 
because they were tired of water restrictions 
and wary of fires.

A full analysis of the regional, county-by-
county, and New York City trends can be found 
by accessing the report on Pattern’s website. 

Out-Migration 
At-A-Glance 

• The region gained 104,071 people but lost 108,916 because 
of migration in 2019-2020, for a net loss of 4,845 people. Al-
though seven out of our nine counties gained population from 
migration, large losses in Rockland County and Westchester 
County more than offset the gains to the north. Rockland 
and Westchester lost a combined net of 9,581 people to out-
ward migration, an outflow that underscores the strong 
desire to move away from density during the pandemic, 
the report stated.

• Communities south of I-84 generally lost population or 
stayed flat, while communities to the north saw a relatively 
large inflow of new residents. Again, these data highlight 
the movement away from density and into rural towns and 
smaller cities and villages. This trend was well documented 
in real estate data that showed people leaving high-population 
areas because they feared that density put them at a greater 
risk of contracting the novel coronavirus.

• Migration affects counties on a proportional basis. Sev-
eral of the less populated Hudson Valley counties saw large 
influxes of people from migration. For example, more than 
1% of the total population in Sullivan and Greene counties 
came from a single year of migration.

• A large number of people from the Hudson Valley 
continue to move just into bordering states. In fact, 12,841 
people from the region moved into the bordering counties in 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Jersey and Pennsylvania 
during the last reporting period. A recent analysis by Pat-
tern found that property taxes in these states are roughly 
40%-70% of what Hudson Valley property owners pay.

Hudson Valley Saw Nearly 5,000 People 
Leave Region Prompted by Pandemic
Continued from page 1

Another contributing factor 
for the need for toll adjust-
ments was the $125 million in 
decreased revenue collected by 
the Thruway Authority since 
the height of the pandemic in 
2020. Those funds would have 
gone directly into the capital 
program, the Authority report-
ed, while the revenue decline 
related to COVID accounted 
for 17% of revenues collected 
by the Thruway Authority and 
was seven-times greater than 
anything the Thruway expe-
rienced in the last 40 years, a 
Thruway official noted, adding 
that the Authority is still re-
covering from that lost ground. 
The current projection is that 
revenues will be $240 million 
lower than what the authority 
had forecasted prior to COVID 
2020 through 2025 period, ac-
cording to reports.

Several representatives of 
the business community and 
construction industry also 
gave brief presentations. “No 
one likes to pay higher tolls 
nor do New York State officials 
like to increase tolls, but the 
simple fact is that tolls have not 
increased system-wide since 
2010,” said John T. Cooney, 
Jr., executive director of the 
Construction Industry Coun-
cil of Westchester & Hudson 
Valley Inc. “Furthermore, 
the cost per mile after the 
proposed increase will still 
be amongst the lowest in the 
Northeast,” he said, pointing 
to the turnpike systems in 
the neighboring states of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and Massachusetts.

It was noted that the Thru-
way Authority was not eligible 
for any COVID-related funding 
assistance. The Thruway is a 
user-fee supported roadway 
and receives no federal, state, 
or local tax dollars.

While speaking at the pub-
lic hearing in Rockland, Mr. 
Cooney referenced a recent re-
port published by the national 
transportation research group, 
TRIP, which raised concerns 
over the repeated resurfacing 
of the Thruway in that it is 
not addressing the continuing 
deterioration of the roadway’s 
subbase. This, he opined, is 

undermining the capital plan.
“In the report, TRIP sighted 

a 2019 Transportation Research 
Board report in which it was 
noted the repeated resurfacing 
of the Thruway was not address-
ing the continuing deteriora-
tion of roadway subbases and 
was resulting in diminishing 
returns. The report goes on to 
recommend a full-depth pave-
ment reconstruction. The TRIP 
Report points out that based 
on current funding levels the 
Thruway’s average pavement 
conditions are anticipated to de-
cline by 31 % from a rating of 64 
to 44 which is poor condition.”

In 2021, Thruway Author-
ity staff conducted a five-year 
“Needs Assessment” that iden-
tified an additional $470 million 
in capital project needs that 
are currently not supported 
by the resources available for 
the existing 2022-2026 Capital 
Program. The shortfall is based 
on the fact that 85% of the Thru-
way’s roadway base dates back 
to its original construction, 
highlighting the need for heavy 
maintenance, reconstruction, 
and rehabilitation activities 
to keep the riding surface of 
the 570-mile superhighway in 
a state of good repair.

The average age of the Thru-
way’s 815 bridges is 55 years 
old, with 75% of those bridges 
more than 60 years old. More 
than 85 of those bridges have 
been identified for replacement 
within the next decade. Thru-
way officials noted that the need 
to replace bridges grows expo-
nentially after the 10-year time-
line when hundreds of bridges 
will need to be replaced in the 
following decade. Also, there 
are 120 interchanges with only 
15% of the original construction 
having been rebuilt or replaced 

They added that the pro-
jected replacement cost for 
the most immediate 85 bridges 
needing replacement is rough-
ly more than $800 million in 
today’s dollars, not accounting 
for recent inflation. Factoring 
the hundreds of bridges that 
will require replacement not 
long, thereafter, the costs es-
calate into the $6 billion to $7 
billion range, which the exist-
ing toll rate structure will not 
support.

Continued from page 1

Mid-Hudson Council Seeks Grant Requests 
For Projects to Boost Housing, Infrastructure
$150-Million Momentum Fund Deadline July 28

ALBANY—The Mid-Hudson Re-
gional Economic Development Council 
announced on May 17 the opening of the 
$150-million Mid-Hudson Momentum 
Fund grant application for mixed-use 
housing and infrastructure projects 
throughout the seven-county region of 
the Mid-Hudson Valley. The state said 
the initiative will help communities 
meet growing infrastructure needs in 
light of the recent, region-wide popula-
tion shifts brought on by the pandemic.

The fund implemented by Empire 
State Development represents a major 
commitment to increase the housing 
supply and invest in key infrastructure 
projects in the region, the state said an-

nouncing the grant.
Empire State Development Presi-

dent, CEO and Commissioner Hope 
Knight said, “It is imperative that we 
strategically address the growing de-
mand for housing and infrastructure 
improvements.”

The co-chairs of the Mid-Hudson Re-
gional Economic Development Council 
are Dr. Marsha Gordon, president & CEO 
of The Business Council of Westchester 
and Dr. Kristine Young, president of 
SUNY Orange.

The Mid-Hudson Region has become 
a top destination for both tourists and 
new permanent residents, with more 
than 33,000 new residents moving to the 

region over the past two years alone. 
With regional housing stock availabil-
ity of less than 1% last year, there is a 
pressing need for new development to 
support the influx of residents, the state 
reported. The Mid-Hudson Momentum 
Fund will support mixed-use housing 
and infrastructure projects that will 
have lasting impacts in the region and 
that are consistent with the strategic 
goals and priorities of the Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Development 
Council’s strategic plan. This includes 
projects that have garnered commu-
nity support, will result in increased 
affordable housing, leverage non-state 
investment, are financially sound, and 

can begin quickly. 
Over a five-year period, $150 million 

will be available for specific projects and 
will be split evenly between mixed-use 
housing projects and infrastructure 
projects.  Awards will range from $2.5 
million to $10 million per project and a 
minimum match of 50% will be required 
from non-state funding sources.  Funds 
can be used for construction, expansion 
and the rehabilitation of facilities, equip-
ment and machinery, infrastructure 
and site development, and design and 
engineering related to construction. 
Eligible applicants include not-for-
profits, municipalities, public benefit 
corporations, including IDAs and LDCs, 
and for-profit companies. 

Please turn to page 13

Public Comments May 16 
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trips on the New York Thru-
way increased by 8% before 
dropping 19% in 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
By 2021, Thruway vehicle 
travel had returned to near 
pre-pandemic levels and is 
projected to increase by 9% 
from 2022 to 2031. In 2021, pas-
senger vehicles made up 83% 
of Thruway travel, while large 
trucks and other commercial 
vehicles consisted of 17% of 
Thruway travel.

New York’s Thruway sys-
tem is funded from tolls and 
payments received from con-
cessionaires at the Thruway’s 
27 service-area restaurant and 
gasoline stations. A 2022 report 
prepared for the New York 
State Thruway Authority by 
Stantec Consulting Services 
found that annual revenue 
from tolls on the Thruway in-
creased 16% from 2012 to 2019, 
from $638 million to $740 mil-
lion. Toll revenues decreased 
17% from 2019 to 2020 as a re-
sult of the COVID-19 pandemic 
before rebounding to $760 
million in 2021. Thruway toll 
revenues in 2022 are expected 
to total $811 million. From 2022 
to 2031, New York Thruway toll 
revenue is expected to increase 
by 7%, reaching $867 million, 
with the number of New York 
Thruway trips anticipated to 
increase by 9%. Overall, New 
York Thruway toll revenue is 
projected to increase by 36% 
from 2012 to 2031.

Due to additional invest-
ment in system rehabilitation 
coupled with an increased reli-
ance on borrowing, New York 
Thruway’s annual debt service 
payments increased by 69% 
from 2012 to 2021, from $200 mil-
lion to $340 million. From 2022 
to 2032, annual debt service is 
anticipated to increase by 78%, 
from $306 million to $543 mil-
lion. Overall, from 2012 to 2031, 
the Thruway’s annual debt 
service is projected to increase 
by a total of 171%.

Annual investment in high-
way and bridge rehabilitation 
on the New York Thruway 
dropped from $322 million in 
2012 to $236 million in 2022—a 
37% decrease. And, while an-
nual investment in highway 
and bridge rehabilitation on 
the New York Thruway is 
expected to increase 24% from 
2022 to 2031, reaching $294 mil-

lion, this is still 9% below the 
level in 2012.

Projected Thruway rev-
enues through 2031 are not 
anticipated to be sufficient 
to meet the systems’ reha-
bilitation needs, the report 
stated. Through 2031 the 
Thruway Authority has a 
$1.2-billion funding gap in 
revenue needed to main-
tain its high levels of safety 
and service, maintain 
good infrastructure condi-
tions, support Thruway 
operations, and maintain 
debt service coverage at 
appropriate levels. Cur-
rent toll rates per mile on 
the New York Thruway 
System, and rates proposed 
for 2024, are well below rates 
on most similar toll facilities 
in the northeastern U.S.

“The New York Thruway 
System is critical to the quality 
of life of New Yorkers and the 
health of the state’s economy, 
allowing New York to main-
tain a reliable supply network, 
providing regional connectiv-
ity and allowing for personal 

mobility,” said Dave Kearby, 
TRIP’s executive director. 
“Ensuring that the extensive 
and aging New York Thruway 
System continues to provide 
reliable and safe access will 
require that an adequate level 

of investment is made in the 
system to improve its condi-
tion, safety and efficiency.”

“It’s beneficial for a group 
like TRIP to make a data-based 
assessment of New York’s 
most important roadway,” 
said Michael Fleischer, for-
mer New York State Thruway 
Authority executive director 
and currently a senior advi-
sor with Brown & Weinraub. 

“This review shows that the 
system is amongst the safest 
highways in the nation, but 
it requires continued and 
increased investments so it 
can continue to best serve its 
customers. The Thruway’s 

proposed targeted toll adjust-
ments clearly are critical 
and necessary to its ability to 
maintain and preserve this 
critical asset.”

Significant increases in the 
cost of highway and bridge im-
provements could threaten the 
ability of the Thruway Author-
ity to improve the condition, 
safety and reliability of the 
Thruway, TRIP officials stated. 

The Federal Highway Admin-
istration’s national highway 
construction cost index, which 
measures labor and materials 
cost, increased by 50% during 
the 21 months from the start 
of the first quarter in January 

2021 to the end of the third 
quarter in September 2022.

The New York State 
Thruway Authority re-
leased a statement to 
CONSTRUCTION NEWS 
in response to the TRIP 
report, which stated: “To-
day’s report by TRIP is 
another indication of 
how critical it is for the 
Thruway Authority to 
increase revenue, as we do 

not receive any dedicated fed-
eral, state, or local tax dollars 
to cover the costs of operating 
and maintaining the Thruway. 
The Thruway Authority’s 
number one priority is the 
safety of our roadway. The av-
erage age of the Thruway’s 815 
bridges is 55 years old. More 
than 85 of those bridges will 
need to be replaced within the 
next decade and the projected 

Ensuring that the extensive and aging New 
York Thruway System continues to provide 
reliable and safe access will require that 
an adequate level of investment is made in 
the system to improve its condition, safety 
and efficiency. —Dave Kearby, TRIP Executive Director

Submissions are due to ESD 
by July 28, 2023 at 4 P.M. to be 
reviewed by the Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council shortly there-
after. Applications that are 
received after July 28, 2023 will 
be reviewed by the Mid-Hudson 
Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council on a quarterly 
basis. 

About Empire State 
Development

For more information on 
Regional Councils and Empire 
State Development, visit www.
regionalcouncils.ny.gov  and 
www.esd.ny.gov.

Continued from page 12

Boost Housing, 
Infrastructure

Continued from page 1TRIP Report Tells Why



CONSTRUCTION NEWS, MAY 202314

International Union of 
Operating Engineers

Local 137

JEFF LOUGHLIN
JAMES SASSO
MIKE MILLER
JOHN BELARDI
DAVE RYAN
JAMES ARNAU

BUSINESS MANAGER
PRESIDENT/BUS. AGENT 
VICE PRESIDENT/BUS. AGENT
RECORDING CORR. SECRETARY
TREASURER 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

Executive Board
Ronald Burgess – Dan Calandro – Rocco Miceli – Trevor Rodney  

Pete Sampogna – Evan Vona

1360 Pleasantville Road Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 (914)762-0600



CONSTRUCTION NEWS, MAY 2023 15

Safety Watch

Perform an Engineering Survey 
Prior to a Demo Operation

By COSTAS CYPRUS, ESQ. 

To ensure the safety of 
workers, an engineer-

ing survey is required to be 
performed by a competent 
person prior to the start of 
a demolition operation. The 
survey should cover the work 
to be performed, identify the 
hazards at the site, address 
measures to prevent hazards 
and contemplate the danger 
of unplanned collapse.

The decision in Secretary of 
Labor v. Wildcat Renovation, 
LLC discusses these require-
ments, how the courts have 
defined “engineering surveys” 
and what constitutes adequate 
and proper compliance of the 
appropriate safety standards.

Wildcat Renovation, LLC is 
a selective demolition, concrete 
cutting and shoring specialty 
company. In 2020, Wildcat bid 
on a demolition project at a 
water park in Naples, FL. The 
project involved demolishing a 
wooden footbridge, along with 
removal of two concrete walls, 
which had served as supports 
for the footbridge. Wildcat was 
sent a set of documents includ-
ing the scope of work and the 
“as-builts.” Wildcat’s owner, 
Mr. Miller, reviewed these 
documents and also sent out two 
estimators to the site.

Wildcat was ultimately 

awarded the job. Prior to com-
mencing the work, Mr. Miller 
visited the site on Sept., 16, 2020, 
and inspected the structures to 
be demolished and took videos 
of the site conditions. The fol-
lowing day, Mr. Miller returned 
with Mr. Nywening, the project 
manager, both performing a vi-
sual inspection of the footbridge 
and concrete supporting walls 
to develop a demolition plan. 
The plan used the “score, break 
and remove” method, which 
involves scoring or cutting 
partially through the concrete 
in grid patterns and then break-
ing it with a sledgehammer (or 
other machine) for removal. 
The plan was memorialized in 
scope in a work document. 

On Sept. 24, 2020, Wildcat 
sent a three-man crew com-
prised of a foreman, Mr. Nor-
ton and two laborers who had 
performed various jobs that 
included concrete cutting and 
operating machinery. Wildcat 
also sent to the project a demo-
lition robot, a booming forklift 
and mini-track loader. The 
project manager met with the 

foreman and reviewed the scope 
of work and then over a course 
of three days, the crew began 
and completed the removal of 
the wooden footbridge. The 
project manager visited the site 
twice a day and noted his visits 
in daily reports. 

On Sept. 28, 2020, the crew 
began demolishing the first 
concrete wall without issue. 
On the following day, the crew 
began to remove the debris 
from the concrete wall and as 
planned, they would proceed 
to demo the second wall. The 
project manager had appeared 
that morning but then left the 
site. The crew began cutting the 
second wall. The foreman was in 
the parking lot moving the fork-
lift while one of the laborers was 
cutting the bottom of the wall, 

and the other laborer watched 
the power lines. As the laborer 
continued cutting the bottom 
of the wall, the foreman saw 
that the wall began to tip and 
called-out, but the wall fell on 
the laborer and, tragically, he 
would succumb to his injuries.

Following this incident, an 
OSHA Compliance Officers 
inspected the site, took photo-
graphs and measurements and 
interviewed the foreman and 
laborer from Wildcat’s crew and 
subsequently issued a citation. 
The first item of the citation 
alleged that “an engineering 
survey was not performed by a 
competent person to determine 
the conditions of the walls and 
the possibility of unplanned 
collapse…a competent person 
did not perform and document 
in writing an engineering sur-
vey of 6’ x 10’ cement walls to 
determine their condition…” 
The Secretary (of Labor) con-
tended that to the extent Wild-
cat performed an engineering 
survey it was inadequate and 
did not consider the possibility 
of an unplanned collapse, as it 

was noted in Wildcat’s scope of 
work sheet that no shoring was 
necessary. 

The appropriate safety 
standard provides that 
“prior to permitting em-
ployees to start demoli-
tion operations, an engi-
neering survey shall be 
made, by a competent 
person, of the structure to 
determine the condition 
of the framing, floors and 
walls, and the possibility 
of unplanned collapse of 
any portion of the struc-
ture…The employer shall 
have in writing evidence 
that such survey has 
been performed.” The Ad-
ministrative Law Judge 
(“ALJ”) in this matter 
found that nowhere in the 
standard or its source standard 
(ANSI A10.6-1969) was the term 
“engineering survey” actually 
defined and thereafter looked 
at how the OSHA’s Review 
Commission, and other judges 
have addressed the standard’s 
requirements. The commission 
in Ed Miller Sons Inc. No. 934 
(OSHRC July 31, 1974) found 
that the demolition’s company 
vice president, who was ex-
perienced in demolition, had 
inspected the structure at issue 

twice. He developed a sequence 
for the work, memorialized his 
plan and confirmed that he had 

in fact conducted the inspec-
tions in a signed memorandum, 
which all together constituted 
adequate compliance to the 
safety standards. 

Here, the ALJ found that 
Wildcat’s actions mirrored 
those in Miller that had been 
found adequate. Mr. Miller had 
received and reviewed the set 
of documents that included the 
“as built drawings,” which gave 
him the height, size and thick-
ness of the concrete walls, the 

psi of the concrete used and the 
steel embedment of the walls. 
He had visually inspected the 

structures, took videos, 
and confirmed that the 
structures were consis-
tent with the drawings 
and that no shoring or 
bracing was required. It 
was determined that the 
most effective method for 
demolition was to “score, 
break and remove.” Mr. 
Miller believed that this 
method would keep the 
wall stable until it was 
brought down by equip-
ment—and how he had 
used this method “thou-
sand of times.” 

Further, the ALJ noted 
how Mr. Miller returned 
to the site on the following 

day, conducted further visual 
inspections of the footbridge 
and concrete walls, and to-
gether with project manager, 
agreed on a plan to demolish the 
structures. These plans were 
memorialized in a scope of work 
document, which included de-
tails of the project, how Wildcat 
intended to complete the job, 
equipment to be used, the site 
conditions and overall means 
and methods as well as how 
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For any additional information or requests, please contact us:

3000 Midlantic Drive, Ste. 101 • Mount Laurel, NJ 08054
Toll Free: 800-716-0774 • www.laborfirst.com

Established in 2005, currently servicing 250+ clients, 
wwe are the industry leader in the design, implementation, 
management & service of group retiree Medicare 
Advantage (MA/MAPD) and Medicare Part D (EGWP) 
plans. Our retiree solutions help plan sponsors save money, 
extend the life of the benefits, and add a concierge level of 
service for both the retirees and client staff.

Retiree healthcare 
made simple.

To the extent Wildcat 
performed an 
engineering survey, it 
was inadequate and did 
not take into account the 
possibility of unplanned 
collapse, as it was noted 
in Wildcat’s scope of 
work sheet that no 
shoring was necessary.

As the laborer continued cutting the 
bottom of the wall, the foreman saw 
that the wall began to tip and called-
out. But the wall fell on the laborer 
and, tragically, he would succumb to 
his injuries.
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CIC and BCA 
Announce Scholarship Programs 

Are Open for 2023-2024 School Year 
2023 Louis G. Nappi 

Construction Industry Labor-Management 
Scholarship Program   

Application Link:
https://app.smarterselect.com/
programs/86774 

DESCRIPTION
The Louis G. Nappi Construction Industry Labor-
Management Scholarship Program grants up 
to fifteen (15) $5,000 College scholarships each 
year to students majoring in Applied Sciences, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics, 
Architecture or any other major as deemed ac-
ceptable by the Scholarship Committee.

REQUIREMENTS
Students must be related* to: a member of the Construction Industry 
Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc. (CIC); or a contributor 
to any IAF of (CIC); or a member of the following unions contribut-
ing to this scholarship program: Laborers International Union of 
N.A., Local 60; International Union of Operating Engineers Local 
137; International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local 456.

*(For purposes of this program related shall mean biological or legally adopted children 
or grandchildren, spouse; or as otherwise determined by the Scholarship Committee.) 

2023 Construction Advancement Institute 
Labor-Management 

Scholarship Program
Application Link:
https://app.smarterselect.com/
programs/88581 

DESCRIPTION
Up to ten (10) scholarship awards of $5,000 
each will be awarded to students studying 
Engineering, Architecture, Construction 
Technology, Construction Management or re-
lated industry courses of study as determined 
by the selection committee.

REQUIREMENTS
Students must be related* to: a member of the Building Contractors 
Association of Westchester and Mid-Hudson Region; or a contribu-
tor to the Construction Advancement Institute (CAI); or a member 
of the following unions contributing to this scholarship program: 
Carpenters Local 279, International Union of Operating Engineers 
Local 137, Laborers Local 235 or Bricklayers Local 1 (formerly Local 5).

*(For purposes of this program related shall mean biological or legally ad-
opted children or grandchildren, spouse; or as otherwise determined by the 
Scholarship Committee.) 

Scholarship Program Deadline is Thursday, June 1, 2023

New York Highway System Ranks 49th in U.S. 
For Performance Condition, Cost Effectiveness

• New York’s State-con-
trolled highway mileage makes 
it the 15th largest highway sys-
tem in the country. 

Additional Analysis
Reason Foundation’s An-

nual Highway Report mea-
sures the condition and cost-
effectiveness of state-controlled 
highways in 13 categories, 
including pavement condition, 
traffic congestion, structur-
ally deficient bridges, traffic 
fatalities, and spending (capital, 
maintenance, administrative, 
other) per mile.

Compared to nearby states, 
New York’s overall highway 
performance is worse than New 
Jersey (ranks 44th), Vermont 
(ranks 38th), and Connecticut 
(ranks 5th). 

New York is doing worse 
than comparable states such as 
Pennsylvania (ranks 41st) and 
others like Illinois (ranks 29th).

Costs in New York are higher 
than in some other parts of the 
country, including peer states 
Illinois and Pennsylvania. 
And spending this money isn’t 
resulting in high-quality roads. 
New York’s pavement condi-
tion and bridge condition are 
poor, with all four pavement 
categories and the percentage 
of structurally deficient bridges 
ranking in the bottom 20 in 
the nation. In contrast, peer 
states Illinois and Pennsylva-
nia have pavement and bridge 
conditions closer to the national 

average. New York is remark-
able for how poorly it ranks in 
so many categories. While two 
states have worse overall rank-
ings, no other state ranks in the 
bottom 15 of all states in eight 
categories, the report stated. 

New York is one of six states 
with a capital and bridge dis-
bursement ratio above 1.50. 
The other five are Washington, 
Alaska, Idaho, Arizona and New 
Jersey. 

New York is one of seven 
states with a maintenance 
disbursement ratio above 1.50. 
The other six are Washington, 
Vermont, Indiana, New York, 
Oklahoma and California. 

New York is one of eight states 
that reported more than 7% of 
their urban Interstate pavement 
in poor condition. The other six 
are: Hawaii, Louisiana, Califor-
nia, New Jersey, West Virginia, 
Delaware and Michigan. 

New York is one of five 
states with more than 20% of 
their urban other principal 
arterial mileage in poor condi-
tion. The others are California, 
Rhode Island, Nebraska and 
Massachusetts. 

New York is one of nine 
states where automobile 
commuters spend more than 
30 hours annually stuck in 
peak-hour traffic conges-
tion. The other states are 
New Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Texas, Rhode Island, Illinois, 
California, Delaware and 
Connecticut.

Continued from page 8



CONSTRUCTION NEWS, MAY 2023 17

Financial Management

Construction Firms Adopt New Hiring Practices 
To Attract and Retain Top Talent and Skilled Labor
By PHILLIP ROSS, CPA, CGMA, PARTNER

As the pandemic ushered in 
disruption in a number of 

areas such as supply chain pro-
curement and the bidding pro-
cess, the inability to find skilled 
labor also became problematic. 
In response, the construction 
industry worked through the 
disruption to make progress in 
the hiring process. New ways 
of working, new technologies, 
and new ways of recruiting and 
retaining employees have now 
become one of the main fea-
tures throughout construction 
firms and in contractor hiring 
practices.

The way forward may indeed 
be a result of new hiring pri-
orities through gender equality, 
diversity, and inclusion. 

Since the pandemic, the 
prevalence of DE&I in hiring 
practices has increased where 
construction companies are 

actively working toward a more 
inclusive culture—one that 
moves to eliminate traditional 
hiring practices that unin-
tentionally selects for gender, 
race, or specific socio-economic 
backgrounds. In matters of di-
versity, equity and inclusion, 
the mindset and changes are 
intended to be pervasive, reach-
ing from the C Suite all the way 
through the contracted workers 
who arrive at the construction 
site for a specific job or duty. 
To help make better decisions, 
firms have even recruited the 
use of AI for selection processes 
and reducing bias in the hiring 
process. 

Beyond Gender Equality. 
The most common perception 
of diversity is around gender 
equality. In construction and 
real estate businesses, the 
reality has been that men oc-

cupy more leadership or C level 
roles than women. In the larger 
picture, while women account 
for 47% of the US workforce 
benchmark, they account for 
just 28% of all executives in 
the top leadership teams of 
the S&P100. Comparably, men 
account for 53% of the US work-
force benchmark and account 

for 72% of the executives in 
those top leadership teams.

In an effort to see change, 
Don Peebles and the devel-
opment of the Affirmation 
Tower is a notable example for 
embracing a new mindset for 
real estate, and construction, 
specifically. The Affirmation 
Tower’s partners have given 
more than 30% of construction 
work on the tower to minority 
and female contractors. This is 
in contrast to a prior mindset 
that would typically result in 
creating a homogenous culture 
where everyone hired can be 
nearly identical in background 
and gender. 

NYC Mayor Seeks 
Hiring for Diversity 

Mayor Eric Adams is also 
backing changes needed to 
create more diverse cultures in 
the workplace across the city. 

The mayor recently signed ex-
ecutive order 26 to increase the 
number of underrepresented 
ethnic groups. The mayor has 
also recently announced plans 
to double the rate of New York 
City’s MWBE contracts (Minor-
ity and Women Owned Business 
& Enterprises). 

The complete definition of 
diversity, however, takes on 
multiple forms of equality. This 
includes eliminating previous 
forms of discrimination as well 
as welcoming the development 
of those from less privileged or 
less similar backgrounds into 
higher levels of management. 

Recognizing New Forms 
of Diversity. In construction 
specifically, neurodiversity is 
a newer form of DE&I hiring 
that has recently come to the 
forefront. When referring to 
neurodiversity, there have 
been many documented cases 
of those with neurodiverse 
backgrounds having unique 
skill sets that can greatly benefit 
construction companies. As a 
result, firms are recognizing 
that hiring for neurodiversity 
can bring a unique source of 
talent and creativity to the 
table, where it’s not uncommon 
to find out that these employ-
ees often have the qualities 
of highly developed attention 

to detail and unique problem-
solving skills that are needed 
on the construction site. In one 
example, a dyslexic individual 
was highly sought after for his 
skills in painting since his work 
product was exemplary. 

When Hiring, Think 
Outside of the Box

Overall, as construction 
firms begin to embrace more 
diverse hiring practices, the in-
dustry will be better positioned 
to boost recovery and create 
new opportunities for what lies 
ahead in the built world. DE&I 
has the potential to allow firms 
to take advantage of the benefits 
of a more uniquely talented 
culture that will ultimately act 

to foster better business results 
and overcome labor issues that 
have been prevalent over recent 
years. The successful outcomes 
will also ensure that we are able 
to increase opportunities for 
those in our communities while 
securing and retaining a new 
labor force that will continue 
to advance the industry into 
the future.

About the author: Phillip Ross, 
CPA, CGMA is an Accounting 
and Audit Partner and Chair of 
the Construction Industry Group 
at Anchin, Block & Anchin, LLP. 
For more construction industry 
thought leadership and content, 
log on to www.anchin.com.

Run in good company.
The Construction Industry Council represents over 500 contractors, material and 
equipment suppliers, specialty and service firms who compete in the region’s $1.5 
billion marketplace. From roads and bridges to utility, waste and water treatment 
systems, CIC-member companies and affiliated unions are dedicated to building and 
improving these public and private services. To make your company more successful 
in the construction industry, maybe it’s time you run with us.

For Membership Information, Call:
George Drapeau III, Director of Membership Services

(914) 631-6070
Construction Industry Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc.

629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Plan for 
tomorrow, 
live for today.
We’ll help you plan to do the things you live for. 
Whether you are imagining a retirement sailing 
around the world or just kicking back with your 
family, we can tailor a plan from a wide range of 
financial options to make it happen. Our team of 
financial planning advisors can help identify your 
financial planning goals and address those needs 
with investment strategies for potential growth. 

Patrick A Di Cerbo,
CLU®, ChFC®, AEP®, MSFS, CFP®
Wealth Management Advisor
518.281.8200
patdicerbo.com
pat.dicerbo@nm.com

S e e  h o w  w e  p l a n .

07-1016 © 2021 Northwestern Mutual is the marketing name for The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company (NM), (life and disability insurance, 
annuities, and life insurance with long-term care benefits) and its subsidiaries in Milwaukee, WI. Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, LLC 
(NMIS) (securities), a subsidiary of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser and member FINRA and SIPC. Patrick A Di Cerbo is an Insurance 
Agent(s) of NM. Patrick A Di Cerbo, is a Registered Representative(s) of NMIS. Patrick A Di Cerbo, is a Representative of Northwestern Mutual Wealth 
Management Company®, (NMWMC) (fiduciary and fee-based financial planning services), a subsidiary of NM and federal savings bank. All NMWMC 
products and services are offered only by properly credentialed Representatives who operate from agency offices of NMWMC. Certified Financial 
Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP® (with flame design) in the U.S., which 
it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certification requirements.

The complete definition of diversity, 
however, takes on multiple forms of 
equality. This includes eliminating 
previous forms of discrimination as 
well as welcoming the development 
of those from less privileged or less 
similar backgrounds into higher 
levels of management. 

Since the pandemic, the prevalence 
of DE&I in hiring practices has 
increased where construction 
companies are actively working 
toward a more inclusive culture—one 
that moves to eliminate traditional 
hiring practices that unintentionally 
selects for gender, race, or specific 
socio-economic backgrounds.
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www.BAYCRANE.com

Crawler Cranes to 900 tons
Telescopic Cranes to 770 tons
Specialized Transport to 4,500 tons
Project Logistics and Warehousing
Specialty Rigging Equipment
Professional Engineering and Lift Planning

NEW YORK LONG ISLANDWESTCHESTER CONNECTICUTMASSACHUSETTS NEW JERSEYRHODE ISLAND
11-02 43rd Ave

Long Island City, NY 11101
718-392-0800

389 New South Road
Hicksville, NY 11801

516-937-1523

57 Canal Road
Pelham Manor, NY 10803

914-727-0107

37 Nettleton Ave
North Haven CT 06473

203-785-8000

12 Ledin Drive,
Avon, MA 02322

774-406-1466

1441 Chestnut Ave
Hillside, NJ 07205

973-391-9700

115 Lydia Ann Road
Smithfield, RI 02917

401-349-2755

83 Freeport Street
Boston, MA 02122 

774-666-0214

working through the local level 
and having private developers, 
such as myself, working closely 
with municipal leaders, com-
munity leaders to get together 
to figure out a way to continue 
responsible and sustainable 
development. It is not going to 
happen overnight.”

He concluded his remarks 
by saying, “The housing crisis 
is real. There are numerous 
folks that are completely boxed 
out of living in New York 
State at all different economic 
levels…”

The conference also in-
cluded a panel discussion 
moderated by Tom Murphy, 
Senior Resident Fellow, Urban 
Development at the Urban 
Land Institute. The featured 
panelists were: New Rochelle 
Mayor Noam Bramson, Town 
of North Castle Supervisor Mi-
chael J. Schiliro and Executive 
Director of the New York Hous-
ing Conference Rachel Fee. 

It was this panel discus-
sion that clearly showed the 
divide on how state and local 
governments should address 
the housing shortage in New 
York State.

Supervisor Schiliro stressed 
that North Castle has met its 
new housing goals, but there 
are sections of the town where 
new development would be 
difficult.

While also praising the gov-
ernor for proposing a plan, mu-
nicipalities were not included 
in its formulation, he charged. 

“For people who sit in my chair, 
we are looking for collabora-
tion. We are looking for a seat 
at the table so we can be part 
of the conversation,” he said.

He noted that one part of the 
governor’s plan was to promote 
Accessory Dwelling Units. The 
supervisor noted that ADUs 
have existed in North Castle 
since the 1980s.

He added that the town has 
reworked its housing ordinanc-
es and “attainable” housing 
goals over the years, at times to 
address legal or legislative ac-
tions. The town’s housing stock 
has increased by 30% over the 
last 30 years, which is in line 
with the governor’s plan.

Supervisor Schiliro noted 
that towns and cities have 
different challenges and is-
sues and perhaps different 
guidelines and housing goals. 
Therefore, rather than set lo-
cal town and village housing 
goals, the state should set in-
dividual county goals for new 
development.

“The SEQRA (State Envi-
ronmental Quality Review Act) 
process does need reform,” 
he said. “But there are many 
tenets of the SEQRA process 
that are important that allow 
communities like ours to let 
their residents be heard, make 
sure we are checking off all the 
boxes on what the issues are 
and be able to move projects 
forward.”

New Rochelle Mayor 
Bramson discussed the 
city’s groundbreaking zon-

ing reform that included 
a form-based zoning code 
and generic environmental 
review that has resulted in 
projects that are in confor-
mance with the downtown 
zoning requirements being 
approved from date of sub-
mission in 90 days.

He said that 30 projects in 
the downtown have been ap-
proved, with approximately a 
dozen completed and another 
12 proposals under contract. 
The mayor stated that approxi-
mately 3,500 new housing units 
have been completed in the 
city, with another 3,500 under 
construction. The amended 
downtown zoning would allow 
for approximately 10,000 new 
units to be built. 

Mayor Bramson said that 
there are many local govern-
ments that are doing their part 
in approving new housing de-
velopments without incentives 
or penalties being imposed by 
state government. “And yet, 
history tells us, the evidence 
shows us that if you are going 
to leave localities to do this on 
their own without input from 
the state, it is not going to hap-
pen with the consistency and 
the scale that is necessary to 
solve this problem,” Mayor 
Bramson said.

He agreed with Supervisor 
Schiliro that localities have dif-
ferent issues and their housing 
choices have an impact beyond 
their borders.

Mayor Bramson said that 
Gov. Hocul may have made a 

tactical mistake in proposing 
penalties for non-compliance 
even though he believes the 
state was hoping and perhaps 
never intending to impose 
those penalties, including the 
establishment of a state orga-
nization that could circumvent 
an unwarranted municipal 
rejection of a project.

“My suspicion is that this 
(state) circumvention route 
from a developer’s viewpoint 
would have been regarded as 
very unattractive,” the mayor 
said. “It takes a long time, there 
is a lot of brain damage, there is 
a lot of uncertainty associated 
with it and no one wants to 
drag a project through a com-
munity kicking and screaming 
when the community actually 
doesn’t want it.

Ms. Fee was supportive of 
most of the governor’s compact 
plan, but did state that the 
proposed $125 million devoted 
to local infrastructure needs 
was not adequate.

She noted that the State 
Legislature needs to take action 
now to address the urgent hous-
ing need and that many facets 
of the governor’s plan should 
be debated.

“I don’t think an incentives-
only approach would be effec-
tive,” Ms. Fee said. “That is 
basically what we have now… 
Communities that don’t want 
to act that want to say ‘No’ to 
housing, that want to stall proj-
ects for years and years will just 
keep stalling. So, I do think we 
need some kind of stick.”

Prior to Gov. Hochul with-
drawing her “New York Hous-
ing Compact,” a group of West-
chester business organizations 
sent a letter to the Westchester 
State Delegation urging them 
that incentives alone will 
not solve the housing crisis 
in Westchester County and 
therefore lawmakers should 
enact some key facets of Gov. 
Hochul’s “New York Housing 
Compact” plan.

The letter was signed by: 
John T. Cooney Jr., Executive 
Director, Construction Indus-
try Council of Westchester & 
Hudson Valley, Inc.; Jan Fisher, 
Executive Director, Nonprofit 
Westchester; Tim Foley, CEO, 
Building and Realty Institute 
of Westchester and the Mid-
Hudson Region; Jana Currier, 
Interim CEO and COO, Hudson 
Gateway Association of Real-
tors; and Michael N. Romita, 
President and CEO, Westches-
ter County Association.

Noting the recently released 
one-house budget proposals 
by the Assembly and Senate 
offered incentives to foster 
needed housing development 
and an increase in infrastruc-
ture spending as compared 
to Gov. Hochul’s plan, the 
business groups noted in 
the letter: “We have consis-
tently advocated for setting 
clear housing growth targets 
(including transit-oriented 
development) coupled with 
consequences for not meeting 
those targets. Incentives alone 
will not succeed.”

Continued from page 3

Real Estate, Government Officials Agree Housing Crisis is Real 
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New Rochelle Picks Planning Partner 
To Reimage Downtown Transit Center

NEW ROCHELLE, NY—The 
City of New Rochelle announced 
on May 12 the selection of Brook-
lyn, NY-based FXCollaborative 
to transform the city’s Train Sta-
tion and Transit Center located 
in its redeveloping downtown 
area. As the busiest stop on the 
Metro-North New Haven line, 
New Rochelle’s historic train 
station has long been an anchor 
through the decades. 

Chosen after a competitive 
RFP process, FXCollaborative 
is an architecture, planning, 
and design firm with exten-
sive experience in designing 
transportation hubs and urban 
landscapes. The firm’s exper-
tise in creating sustainable 
and accessible public spaces 
will be invaluable in helping 
New Rochelle achieve its goals 
of promoting equitable trans-
portation and restoring vital 
connections to surrounding 
neighborhoods, connecting the 
new developments and residen-

tial buildings in the downtown, 
city officials stated.

The New Rochelle train sta-
tion currently services more 
than 6,000 outbound riders 
per weekday, and is the only 
Amtrak station stop in West-
chester. That number will 
increase significantly with the 
completion of the MTA’s Penn 
Access project in 2027, which 
will make New Rochelle the 
only city to offer direct access 
to both the East and West sides 
of Manhattan. 

“This project represents a 
major opportunity to create a 
community hub connected to 
surrounding neighborhoods 
and provides venues for public 
events and activities,” said 
Mayor Noam Bramson.

City Manager and Chair of 
the IDA Kathleen Gill, Esq., 
added that the partnership with 
FXCollaborative represents a 
major step forward in our ef-
forts to create a more accessible 

and connected downtown area 
by improving walkability and 
enhancing transportation op-
tions. “We are creating a more 
livable and sustainable city that 
benefits everyone who lives, 
works, and visits here,” she said.

The project will examine 
the entire transit center cam-

pus—from Station Plaza North 
to South, and from North 
Avenue to Memorial Highway 
and Division Street—as well 
as the West End neighborhood 
connection. The redesign of the 
transit center will complement 
other ongoing major initiatives 
such as “The LINC,” which will 

transform an overbuilt high-
way into a walkable, bicycle-
friendly street and linear park. 
The LINC development process 
is a significant investment to 
provide safe convenient con-
nections between the Lincoln 
Avenue Corridor and the tran-
sit center and downtown.

Work Begins on Mount Vernon’s 
$9M Third Street Sewer Project 

MOUNT VERNON, NY—
Construction work has com-
menced on a $150-million proj-
ect to address long-standing 
water infrastructure problems 
in the City of Mount Vernon.

The state announced on May 
11 that work had begun on the 
$9-million Third Street Sewer 
Project which will ensure reli-
able wastewater service and 
enhanced quality of life for 
more than 4,100 residents in 
Mount Vernon impacted by 
broken sewer infrastructure 
lines. Joining Gov. Kathy 
Hochul  at a briefing announc-
ing the start of the initiative 
were Mount Vernon Mayor 
Shawyn Patterson-Howard and 
Westchester County Executive 
George Latimer.

The New York State-West-
chester County-City of Mount 
Vernon partnership was memo-
rialized in a MOU in April 2022 
to expedite priority projects 
and outline roles, responsibili-
ties, and available funding for 
the city-wide effort. The MOU 
formalizes the three-way part-
nership between the City of 
Mount Vernon, Westchester 
County, and New York State, 
including the use of $9 million 
in Clean Water Infrastructure 
Act funds for engineering, 
design, and construction work 
associated with the Third Street 
Sewer Project.

The Third Street Sewer 
project is breaking ground after 
an accelerated planning and 
design process and will ensure 
reliable wastewater service 
for the 4,100 nearby residents 
currently minimally served 
by temporary pumps and a 
makeshift system staged in the 
middle of Third Street. Further 

improvements across the city 
are set to take place in phases 
over five to seven years. 

Westchester County Execu-
tive Latimer said, “The start 
of construction on the Third 
Street Sewer Project marks a 
major milestone in our historic 
partnership, and enhanced 
quality of life for more than 
4,100 residents here in Mount 
Vernon.”

Mount Vernon Mayor 
Shawyn Patterson-Howard 
added, “The Third Street Sewer 
Project is a collaborative effort 
between the City of Mount Ver-
non, the State of New York, and 
Westchester County. It aims to 
replace aging sewer infrastruc-
ture, address capacity issues, 
and mitigate the risk of sewer 
backups and related environ-
mental concerns. The project’s 
successful implementation will 
not only enhance public health 
and safety but also contribute 
to the overall revitalization and 
sustainability of our city.”

Projects began immediately 
last year and are ongoing to 

provide an additional $6 mil-
lion from the Environmental 
Facilities Corporation to fund 
33 priority repair projects 
and $10 million from the De-
partment of Environmental 
Conservation for the assess-
ment, remedial design, and 
full repair of the “Outfall 24” 
collection line that discharges 
raw sewage to the Hutchinson 
River. EFC dedicated an ad-
ditional $2 million for engi-
neering consultant services 
to accelerate work. The City 
of Mount Vernon and DEC are 
also undertaking a $1-million 
asset management program to 
inventory, assess, and track 
the city’s water infrastructure 
and help create a plan to fund 
and maintain Mount Vernon’s 
water quality infrastructure 
over the long-term. 

Lead Pipe Replacement 
The New York State De-

partment of Health is actively 

working with the Mount Ver-
non Board of Water Supply 
on the $1-million lead service 
line inventory project. The 
$1-million grant financing 
agreement with EFC was ap-
proved by Mount Vernon on 
Sept. 14, 2022, and MVBWS has 
begun their inventory efforts by 
reviewing its archive of more 
than 12,500 water accounts. 
Of the approximately 8,300 
service line records reviewed 
to date, approximately 5,300 
indicate the presence of a lead 

portion. In addition to the full 
archive review, anticipated to 
be completed by the fall of 2024, 
MVBWS launched community 
engagement efforts in April 
with public information mail-
ings and the creation of a lead 
service line program website, 
as coordination with the public 
on this initiative is crucial to 
its long-term success. The lead 
service line inventory is a key 
step to comprehensive action 
to replace the lead lines.
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New Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson, center, sees a major opportunity to reconnect 
surrounding neighborhoods and provide venues for public events and activities. 

Mount Vernon Mayor 
Shawyn Patterson-Howard

Mount Vernon is tapping $9 million in Clean Water 
Infrastructure Act funds for engineering, design and 
construction work associated with the Third Street Sewer 
Project.

Don Ranshte Joins GCA 
To Direct Government Relations

NEW YORK--Don Ranshte has joined the General Contrac-
tors Association of NY as Director of Government Relations. 
Most recently, Mr. Ranshte spent nine years as executive vice 
president of the  Building Trades Employers’ Association 
(BTEA), where he worked alongside contractor members on 
the building side of the construction industry.

Mr. Ranshte has an extensive background in the building 
construction industry, having worked for more than a decade 
at the New York City Department of Buildings in the Bloomberg 
Administration as director of Community Affairs, Intergov-
ernmental Affairs and Executive Analytics.

He also served as New York City Loft Board Chair, and he 
collaborated with city and state regulators to make housing 
units safer for its residents. He brings to the GCA nearly 25 
years of advocacy, government and policy experience, having 
also worked for legislators in the New York State Assembly, the 
State’s Office of the Comptroller and the New York City Council.
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Laborers’ International Union 
of North America, Local 60 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anthony Ascencao.................................................Business Manager 
Frank Bisignano...................................... President / Training Director 
Carlos Gonzalez............................ Vice President / Training Instructor 
Michael Moreira ...............Secretary Treasurer / Field Representative 
Jacinto Fragoso ..............Recording Secretary / Field Representative 
Andrew Ferraro............. Executive Board Member / Training Instructor 
Joseph Scipioni ........................................... Executive Board Member 

 
 
 
 

140 Broadway, Hawthorne, NY 10532 
914-769-0300 • www.liunalocal60.com 
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Local 456 is partnering with several
Commercial Driving Schools who train

individuals and get them their
necessary commercial driving license. 

To participate, Class A & Class B
commercial licenses are acceptable.

 

PUT 
‘DRIVERS WANTED’

SIGNS IN THE 
REARVIEW MIRROR

Announcing the 
CIC / Teamsters Local 456

 ‘Practical Drivers Training Program.’
Help us meet your need for qualified,

construction industry drivers.

After receiving their
commercial driving license, the
456 training recruits are put
through driver safety training
and driver simulation training
by Local 456. 

Take advantage of this
opportunity - It's the best and
only way to practically train a
new recruit !!! The insurance
coverage holds the CIC
Employer harmless.

Local 456 has got you covered
for commercial insurance that
will cover the trainee when in
and driving a CIC Member’s
truck.
 * Contact John Cooney Jr. 
John@cicnys.org

Continued from page 6

Attorney’s Column
the complexities of a wrap up 
policy are added, it becomes 
more crucial to understand 
what each one covers, and what 
each one does not, and how one 
policy can fall by the wayside 
where the other is present. At 
the end of the day, a failure 
to understand the relation be-
tween a contractor’s primary 
general liability policy and a 
project specific wrap up policy 
can leave dangerous gaps in 
coverage. In order to avoid 
such gaps, contractors would 
be well advised to consult with 
construction counsel who is 
also experienced in reviewing 
such policies. While the policy 
language will control, such 

counsel can point out gaps in 
coverage and recommend what 
additional coverage may be 
necessary to plug such gaps.

About the author: Thomas H. 
Welby, an attorney and licensed 
professional engineer, is General 
Counsel to the Construction In-
dustry Council of Westchester 
& Hudson Valley, Inc., and the 
Building Contractors Associa-
tion, and is the Founder of and 
Senior Counsel to the law firm 
of Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, 
LLP. Gregory J. Spaun, General 
Counsel to the Queens and Bronx 
Building Association, and an 
attorney and a partner with the 
firm, co-authors this series with 
Mr. Welby.

shoring was not needed. More-
over, Mr. Miller and the project 
manager communicated the 
scope of work with the crew and 
the project manager memorial-
ized his visits in daily reports.

The Secretary provided an 
expert who testified that Wild-
cat’s engineering survey did not 
meet the requirements of the 
safety standard because it did 
not note the hazards on the site 
and did not contain a plan for 
using protective measures and, 
therefore, showed that Wildcat 
did not consider the possibility 
of an unplanned collapse. The 
ALJ disagreed and found that 

all of Mr. Miller’s steps were 
in fact adequate to conduct an 
adequate engineering survey, 
and he vacated this item of the 
citation.

About the author: Costas Cy-
prus is an associate attorney 
practicing construction law 
and commercial litigation with 
Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, 
LLP, in White Plains, NY. He 
can be reached at 914-428-2100 
and at ccyprus@wbgllp.com. 
The articles in this series do not 
constitute legal advice and are 
intended for general guidance 
only.

Safety Watch Continued from page 15

Mount Vernon Healthy 
Homes Initiative 

Construction has also begun 
on the first homes awarded un-
der the Mount Vernon Healthy 
Homes pilot program. The 
$3-million program, adminis-
tered by New York State Homes 
and Community Renewal’s Of-
fice of Resilient Homes and Com-
munities, is in addition to the 
state’s $150-million investment 
and is installing residential 
sewer-related improvements in 
neighborhoods at high-risk for 
wastewater backflow. 

Residents that are ap-
proved to participate in 
Mount Vernon Healthy 
Homes will be eligible to 
receive the following im-
provements: new sanitary 
sewer backflow prevention 
device, wastewater drainage 
improvements, new whole 
house water filtration sys-
tem, replacement of up to two 
low-flow toilets, clean-up and 
remediation after damage or 
mold from wastewater flood-
ing and other environmental 
remediation of hazards such 
as lead paint or asbestos.

Work Begins on Mount Vernon’s 
$9M Third Street Sewer Project 
Continued from page 19

tion—$22,000,000 long-term leveraged financing for the design 
and construction of the Croton Water Filtration Plant and as-
sociated facilities.

New York City Municipal Water Finance Authority 
and New York City Department of Environmental Protec-
tion—$100,000,000 long-term leveraged financing for excavation 
and construction of Shafts 17B-1 and 18B-1, which are part of the 
City Tunnel No. 3, Stage 2 in Queens.

Clean Water Project funding approvals in New York City in-
cluded: $80,225,467 for the New York Municipal Water Finance 
Authority and New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection - long-term leveraged financing related to the Wards 
Island Water Pollution Control Plant Final Settling Tank Re-
construction, Bowery Bay Water Pollution Control Plant Power 
Distribution System Upgrades, Tallman Island Water Pollution 
Control Plant Phase I Biological Nutrient Removal Upgrades, Vari-
ous Water Pollution Control Plants Phase II Biological Nutrient 
Removal Carbon Addition, Rockaway WWTP Level 1 Biological 
Nutrient Removal Upgrades, Inner Harbor Combined Sewer Over-
flow Gowanus Pump Station and Flushing Tunnel Reconstruction, 
Coney Island Pollution Control Plant Replacement of Main Sewage 
Pumps, North River Water Pollution Control Plant Cogeneration 
and Electrification Project and the Coney Island and North River 
Water Pollution Control Plants Total Chlorine Reduction.

State Approves $51 Million 
For Clean Water Projects
Continued from page 9
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The 44th Annual 
CIC GOLF CLASSIC
Monday, July 10, 2023
Sleepy Hollow Country Club
Scarborough, New York

Construction Industry Council
629 Old White Plains Rd, Tarrytown, NY 10591

cicbca.org    914.631.6070

LOW BIDS

Bothar, Verde, ELQ, DeAngelo, 
Morano Nab NYSDOT Projects

ALBANY—The New York State Department of 
Transportation recently announced the selection 
of five apparent low bidders for work in the New 
York City/Hudson Valley regions.

Bothar Construction LLC of Binghamton, 
NY was the lowest of five bidders at $4,537,608.55 
for culvert replacements, NYS Routes 12, 26, 41 
and 55 in the towns of Coventry, Maine, Neversink 
and North Norwich in Broome, Chenango and 
Sullivan counties.

Verde Electric Maintenance Corp. of Mount 
Vernon, NY was the lower of two bidders at 
$25,457,635.60 for improvements to traffic signals, 
cameras and VMS equipment at various locations 
in Rockland and Westchester counties.

ELQ Industries Inc. of New Rochelle, NY 

was the lowest of three bidders at $5,627,797. for 
highway safety improvements - 907W to SH 9489 
and 907K to SH 9487 in various municipalities in 
Westchester.

DeAgngelo Contracting Services, LLC of 
Hazelton, PA was the lower of two bidders at 
$673,264.20 for highway vegetation management 
at various locations in Columbia, Dutchess, Or-
ange, Putnam, Rockland, Ulster and Westchester 
counties.

Morano Brothers Corp. of Croton-on-
Hudson, NY was the lowest of six bidders at 
$10,199,183. for highway resurfacing on US Route 
1 from the Bronx/Westchester County line to 
City of New Rochelle line, Town of Pelham and 
Village of Pelham Manor in Westchester.

DA Collins, Callanan Ind. 
Win Thruway Bid Work

ALBANY—The New York State Thruway 
Authority recently reported the selection of two 
apparent low bidders for work in the Hudson 
Valley region.

DA Collins Construction of Wilton, NY was 
the lower of two bidders at $9,283,000. for contract 
TAA 23-13B - bridge preservation of the I-87 over 

the Kaaterskill Creek and Catskill Creek bridges 
(MP 111.13 and MP 113.22) in Greene County.

Callanan Industries Inc. of Albany, NY was 
the sole bidder at $4,442,802.94 for contract TAA 
23-4/d214907 safety upgrades and miscellaneous 
work between milepost 93.8 and milepost 100.8 
in Ulster County.

Mace Contracting, ADT Comm. 
Secure Westchester DPW Jobs

WHITE PLAINS—The Westchester County 
Department of Public Works reported recently 
the selection of two apparent low bidders for 
work at county facilities.

Mace Contracting Corp. of New Rochelle, 
was the lowest of four bidders at $1,993,000. for 
air/vacuum release valves installation at the 

North Yonkers Pump Station Force Main in 
Yonkers, NY.

ADT Commercial, LLC of Hawthorne, NY 
was the lower of two bidders at $619,920. for 
countywide maintenance service for open pro-
tocol fire alarm systems at various locations in 
Westchester.

THE BUILDERS THE PAVERS

3RD ANNUAL

 S O F T B A L L  S H O W D O W N  
2 0 2 3

VS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH

LOSEE PARK

All proceeds to benefit the
Ukrainian Relief Fund

TARRYTOWN, NEW YORK

CICNYS.ORG

Sponsorships  and Donations Welcome!
Players Needed!

Contact Sharon Masciovecchio
sharon@cicnys.org / 914.631.6070

C H A R I T Y  S O F T B A L L  G A M E
E n j o y  A  F u n  F r i d a y  A f t e r n o o n !

Checks should be made out to 
St. Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church

and mailed to Construction Industry Council
629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Save the DateSave the Date
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HALCYON CONSTRUCTION CORP.

65 MARBLE AVENUE
PLEASANTVILLE, NY 10570

914-741-1112

Owls Head Sewage Treatment Plant
Brooklyn, NY

Photo by Assad Dilmaghani, VP

New York City is blessed with natural harbors. 
We help keep them clean.


