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Thruway Toll Plan to Help Fund
$1.9B for Multi-Year Cpital Work

By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—The New York State Thru-
way Authority Board of Directors ap-
proved the start of a process to increase
tollstohelpfinance itsambitiousandnec-
essary $1.9-billion 2023-2027 capital plan.

Thruway Authority officials stated
that the toll hike, is its first systemwide
toll increase since 2010. It is necessitated
by an additional nearly $500 million in
needed infrastructure work, which isnot
currently supported by thefundingstream
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Authority and was “seven-times greater
thananythingthe Thruway experienced in
the last 40 years,” said Mr. Hammond. He
later added, “In fact, we are still recovering
from that lost ground. The current projec-
tion is that revenues will be $240 million
lower than what we had forecasted prior
to COVID in 2020 through the 2025 period.”

It should be noted that the Thruway
Authority was not eligible for any COVID-
related fundingassistance. The Thruway is
auser-fee supported roadway and receives

of the existing 2022-2026 capital plan.

The vote to move forward starts a
“transparent publicprocess” that will take
close to a year to facilitate public discus-
sion on the proposal. In the interim, tolls systemwide
will remain frozen throughout 2023.

MattHammond, CFO of the New York State Thruway
Authority, said that another contributing factor for
the need for toll adjustments was the $125 million in
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S85.77 In 2021, Thruway Authority staff con-
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decreased revenue collected by the Thruway Authority
duringtheheight of COVID in 2020. Directorsstated that
those funds would have gone directly into the capital
program. The revenue decline related to COVID ac-
counted for 17% of revenues collected by the Thruway

ducted a five-year “Needs Assessment”
that identified an additional $470 million in
capital project needs that are currently not supported by
the resources available for the existing 2022-2026 Capital
Program. The shortfall is based on the fact that 85% of
the Thruway’s roadway base dates back to its original
Please turn to page 8

Construction Begins on $3.2B
Penn Station Access Project

By JOHN JORDAN

NEW YORK—Touted as
the largest expansion of
Metro North train service in
its history—construction on
the $3.18-billion Penn Station
Access project has begun that
willadd four new Metro-North
stationsandbringrailservice
within one mile of 500,000
residents. The four new sta-
tions will be in Hunts Point,
Parkchester/Van Nest, Mor-
ris Park, and Co-Op City and
will be accessible to all in ac-
cordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

The expansion will use
Amtrak’s Hell Gate Line to ac-
cess Penn Station, optimizing
existing infrastructure and
minimizing the construction
impact on surrounding com-

THE
BROMX

A map detailing the Penn Station Access project.

munities. Metro-North trains
stoppingatthefournew Bronx
stations will serve asan exten-
sion of the New Haven Line
from the New Rochelle Sta-
tion, offering transit options

SOURCE: MTA

in the East Bronx to Midtown
Manhattanaswell aspointsin
Westchester and Connecticut.

In Sept. 2021, the Federal
Transit Administration is-
sued a Finding of No Sig-

nificant Impact, allowing the
project to proceed. On Dec. 29,
2021,the MTA awarded the De-
sign-Build contracttothejoint
venture of Halmar Interna-
tional, LLCand RailWorksand
was valued at approximately
$2.87 billion. The total cost of
theprojectisprojected at $3.18
billion, following a Capital
Plan amendment announced
in July to include additional
funding for expansion of the
New Rochelle Yard.

One of the first project ele-
ments to take place will be the
constructionof the Leggettin-
terlocking, one of thefournew
interlockings. The Leggett
interlocking will be located
south of the proposed Hunts
Point Station. Construction of
actual passenger rail stations
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is expected to begin in 2024.
The anticipated completion
date for the Penn Station Ac-
cess Project is 2027.
Metro-North Railroad Pres-
ident and Long Island Rail
Road Interim President Cath-
erine Rinaldi said, “Grand
Central Madison is bringing
the LIRR, Metro-North, and
the subway under one roof
for the first time. Bringing
Metro-North service to Penn
Station will connect the sub-
way, LIRR, NJ Transit, PATH,
and Amtrak, offeringregional
connectionsunlikeanywhere
else in the country. The com-
pletion of all transportation
Please turn to page 22
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Developer Signs PLA with Building Trades

Work Begins on $6B Champlain Hudson
Power Express Transmission Line Job

By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—In the past few
weeks work has begun on two
major green energy projects,
including the $6-billion Cham-
plain Hudson Power Express
339-miletransmissionline proj-
ect that, when completed, will
deliver reliable clean energy
from Hydro-Québec in Canada
directly to New York City.

The construction trades in
the New York City metroregion,
including the Hudson Valley,
as well as other parts of New
York State, will participate in
the project as the developer
Transmission Developers Inc.
has executed a Project Labor
Agreement with the New York
State Building and Construc-
tion Trades. The project is
expected to bring $3.5 billion in
economic benefits to New York-
ers while creating nearly 1,400
unionjobsduringconstruction.

Also, Champlain Hudson
Power Express is projected to
deliver 1,250 megawatts of clean
hydroelectricity—enough to
power over one million homes,
and will reduce carbon emis-
sions by 37 million metric tons
statewide, theequivalent of tak-
ing more than a half a million
carsoff theroadevery year. The
transmission line is expected
to be fully operational in the
spring of 2026.

The commencement of con-
struction comes after the New
York State Public Service Com-
mission approved the project’s
first Environmental Manage-
mentand Construction Plan for
a 17.6-mile stretch of the trans-
missionroute between Putnam
and Whitehall, NY. The initial
stage of construction activi-
ties, including site preparation
and construction of a laydown
yard, will begin in Washington
County, near Whitehall, and is
anticipatedtocontinuethrough
November 2024.

State officials noted that
Champlain Hudson Power
Express’s contractors, Kiewit,
NKT, and Hitachi are execut-
ing Project Labor Agreements
with electrical and building
trade unions for the line’s con-
struction by union workers.
Covering more than 15 differ-
ent local union chapters across
22 separate trade disciplines,
the PLAs are expected to total
more than three million work
hours combined. In October,
the unions and the Champlain
Hudson Power Express project
team agreed to the first PLA,
reflecting almost two million
of those labor work hours with
work expected to begin in late
2022.

Among the trades partici-
pating in the 147-mile upstate
underground portions of the
project are Operating Engi-
neers, Laborersand Teamsters.
During the project construc-
tion, the contractors have
committed to making efforts to
employ Minority and Women-
Owned Business Enterprises

and utilize Service-Disabled
Veteran-Owned Businesses,
including focused efforts to
include members of disadvan-
taged communities in the labor
force throughout the project
areas. Additional PLAs are ex-
pectedtobeexecuted inthe com-
ing months for the submarine
portion of the transmission
line, as well as the construction
of Champlain Hudson Power
Express’s converter station in
Astoria, Queens, state officials
added.

As the project progresses,
Champlain Hudson Power
Express stated that it will
work with unions and training
programs to promote training
and apprenticeship opportuni-
tiesfor workers in underserved
communities. In addition to
these efforts, the Champlain
Hudson Power Express Green

Economy Fund has been estab-
lished to provide $40 million
for climate industry training
programs, designed to further
stimulate new career opportu-
nitiesforlocaland underserved
communitiesalongthe planned
route with a focus on building
skillstosucceed intheevolving
green economy. Opportunities
for secondary jobs becoming
available as a direct result of
thisproject willbeadvertised on
the Champlain Hudson Power
Express website and promoted
through partnerships withlocal
community leaders and civic
organizations.

At the Nov. 30 groundbreak-
ing event at Whitehall Castle,
Gov. Kathy Hochul noted that
the Champlain Hudson Power
Express will help the state
obtain 70% of electricity state-

Please turn to page 18

A map of the route of the terrestrial and submarine
components of the Champlain Hudson Power Express
transmission line.
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Harrison Nabs $2.6M State Innovation Grant
For Flooding Resoratlon P_ro;ect Improvements

HARRISON,NY—AnjaPorto
recalls the terror of the rising
flood waters that she and her
husband Robert lived through
during Hurricane Ida last
September.

“We ran in our pajamas
door to door, pleading with
our neighbors to evacuate
immediately and move their
vehiclesto higher ground,” she
recalled more than a year ago.
“We counted 18 cars we were
able to save.”

Intheweeksthatfollowed the
one-twopunchesof Hurricanes
Ida and Henri back in August-
September of 2021, mounds
of ruined personal property
was piled up, next to heav-
ing dumpsters all over town,
which Ms. Porto described as
“heartbreaking.”

“You just can’t imagine how
surreal it all was. You think,
‘This could never happen to
me.” Andthenitdoes,” she said.

_l."-

Flooding caused by Hurricanes Idaand Henriin 2021 swelled
the Brentwood Brook in Harrison, NY to as much as 10 feet
of water, to the level of the footbridge in the background.

The ensuing surge of water
that swamped basements and
first floors of houses adjacent
toBrentwood Brook Park—even
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destroying a town fire engine
as floodwaters crested to its
windshield during rescue at-
tempts—was a nightmare, said
Harrison Mayor Richard Di-
onisio, whorecently returned to
the once-flooded neighborhood
to share some good news with
Ms. Porto. The Town/Village
of Harrison was one of only
two communities in the Mid-
Hudson region named in 2022
to be awarded a Green Innova-
tion Grant Program from New
York State. The monies for the
Brentwood Brook Floodplain
Restoration project will be used
torestoreflood plains withinan
existing town park. The town’s
upcoming public works project
will provide additional storage
during wet weather events to
alleviate flooding and help to
improve the water quality of
the Brentwood Brook, headded.

Mayor Dionisio explained
the $2.6 million from the state
will also help to protect hun-
dreds of Harrison residential
and commercial properties
as well as to mitigate damage
to local thoroughfares, public
schools and facilities.

Joining Mayor Dionisio for
the site visit was Harrison
Deputy Mayor Fred Sciliano,
who said that following the
devasting impacts of the two
hurricanesin2021, townand vil-
lage officialsengaged in several
flood studies to make environ-
mental protection and green
infrastructure a priority. With
experience incivilengineering
himself—he’san executive with
LeChase Construction Services
in Armonk, NY and chairman
of the Building Contractors As-
sociation of Westchester & The
Mid-Hudson Region—Mr. Sci-
liano explained that a team of
local, county and state officials
worked with the New York State
Department of Environmental
Conservation and the New York
State Environmental Facilities
Corp. on a grant application
and also with the support of
state Assemblyman Steve Otis,
whose district abuts Harrison.

The Town applied to the
Green Innovation Grant
Program, which is managed

The special grants program
supports projects across New
York State that utilizes unique
federal EPA-designated green
stormwater infrastructure
design and installs advanced
green technologies. Competi-
tive grants are awarded to
projectsthatmitigatetheeffects
of climate change through the
implementation of green prac-
tices, including green storm-
water infrastructure as well
as energy efficiency and water
efficiency. In 2022, $15.8 million
was awarded to eight projects
across the state. (In addition to
Harrison, the City of Yonkers
was named for $1 million for
itsPhase4of thedaylighting of
the Saw Mill River to improve
water quality.)

“The $2.6 million of the
GIGP funding certainly helps
to begin prioritizing equitable

grantsgivenoutinthestate,” he
told Ms. Porto during his visit.
“We put in for six grants and
we have one so far. And now we
understand thatthere’sanother
allocation of money for flood
mitigation. We're poised to be
right on top of it.”

State Assemblyman Otis
said the grant will allow needed
floodplain projects to move
forward, noting that the plan
will benefit other downstream
communities in Westchester.

“l am so pleased that you
guys are working on this,”
Ms. Porto said. “This is great
news...Unless you’ve actually
lived it, you can’t imagine what
it’s like.”

Eligible municipal appli-
cants can apply for the grants
via the Governor’s Consoli-
dated Funding Application. For
more information and details,

Town neighbors AnJa Porto and Mayor Richard Dionisio
return to the site of massive flooding along the Brentwood
Brook, left, in September 2021.

flood mitigation investments,”
Mr. Dionisio noted. He also
pledged additional investments
to the town’s infrastructure
upgrades. “We are one of eight

contact the Environmental Fa-
cilities Corp. at info@efc.ny.gov

or call 518-402-6924.
—George Drapeau, with
municipal reports.

From left, Harrison Deputy Mayor Fred Sciliano and Mayor
Richard Dionisio visit the town’s Brentwood Brook Park area
through state DEC and EFC. whereaflood mitigation project is expected to being in 2023.
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Attorney's Column

Court Reminder: Existence of ‘Lien Fund’
Is Necessary to Support Valid Lien

By THOMAS H. WELBY, P.E., ESQ. and GREGORY J. SPAUN, ESQ.

his column has

often advised that
a mechanic’s lien is a
powerful tool to help
unpaid contractors get
paid. Private liens have
thebenefitsof attaching
to the title of the land
that was improved, and
permitting the contrac-
tor to recover from the
owner of the property—even
though there may be no con-
tractual relationship between
the unpaid contractor and that
property owner. However, the
countervailing consideration
giventoproperty ownersisthat
the owner cannot be made to
pay twiceforthe same improve-

where the owner has already
fully paid for the improvement,
there is no “lien fund” that
would support recovery on a
mechanic’s lien.
Background

In mid-2016, Gilbane Build-
ing Company entered into a
contract to perform construc-

tract with Forthill Con-
struction to perform
certain concrete work
on the project. Forthill,
in turn, subcontracted
some of its work to Tri-
Crete, which performed
$550,000 worth of work
ontheproject, for which
it was not paid. Tri-
Cretefiledamechanic’s
lien to secure its pay-
ment (and ultimately sued to
foreclose the lien).
Inlate-2017,issuesarose with
Forthill’s work, including im-
proper concrete strength, weak
and unconsolidated concrete,
improper clearances, incorrect
sizing, unlevel concrete and
other examples of improper

Forthill’s breach of its contract with Gilbane
necessarily negated the possibility of any monies being
owed to Forthill, and therefore precluded the existence
of any lien fund. Accordingly, the lien was discharged,
and Tri-Crete’s lawsuit was dismissed.

ment. In that regard, as a court
reminded us in Tri-Crete, Inc.
v Forthill Construction Corp.,

tion work at 1010 Park Ave. in
Manhattan. Gilbane subse-
quently entered into a subcon-
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On Dec. 22, 2017, Gilbane served
Forthill with a Notice of Default and
Demand to Cure. Forthill’s response
was to walk off the job and abandon
the project. Consequently, Gilbane
terminated Forthill’s contract, and

undertook to complete Forthill’s work.
]

Accordingly, on Dec. 22, 2017,
Gilbane served Forthill with a
Notice of Default and Demand
to Cure. Forthill’sresponse was
to walk off the job and aban-
don the project. Consequently,
Gilbane terminated Forthill’s
contract, and undertook to
complete Forthill’s work (at
added expense, the amount of
which exceeded any funds held
by Gilbane).

After discovery in the lien
foreclosureaction, Gilbaneand
its lien discharge bond surety
moved for summary judgment
dismissing Tri-Crete’s com-
plaint. In doing so, Gilbane
noted that Forthill breached
the contract and abandoned
the project, and argued that as
the cost to complete exceeded
the funds still held on Forthill’s
contract, no money could be
left owing to Forthill sufficient
to form a lien fund from which
lienors could recover.

Decision

The motion court granted
Gilbane’s motion. In doing so,
it cited well-settled law that the
rights of a mechanic’s lienor
are dependent on the existence
of a lien fund (the sums due
and owing, or to become due
and owing, at the tier(s) above
the lienor). Forthill’s breach
of its contract with Gilbane
necessarily negated the pos-
sibility of any monies being
owed to Forthill, and, therefore,
precluded the existence of any
lien fund. Accordingly, the lien
wasdischarged, and Tri-Crete’s
lawsuit was dismissed.

Comment

As the court noted, a lien
fund is that sum of money re-
maining between the amount
of the upstream contract, and
what has been paid on that
contract. Where the entire sum
has been paid to the upstream
contractor, there can be no
lien fund. Aside from actual
payment, another way for the

contract sum to be “paid” is for
it to be utilized to satisfy any
back-chargesaccruedby theup-
stream contractor. Once those
monies are completely spent,
the lien fund is depleted. Any
recovery above those amounts
would result in the owner hav-
ing to pay for the improvement
twice—an outcome which was
specifically rejected at the time
the first mechanic’s lien stat-
utes were enacted.

While the depletion of the
lien fund necessarily precludes
anyrecovery onthemechanic’s
lien, there are other potential
routes of recovery: a claim on
a labor and materials payment
bond, a breach of contract
claim against the non-paying
contractor, or perhaps a trust
fund diversion action against
the principals of the non-
paying contractor. While filing
a mechanic’s lien is always a
good first step to obtaining pay-
ment—particularly given the
tightdeadlinesinvolved in such
afiling, which may run out ear-
lier than the allotted-for eight
months if the lien fund is dis-
sipated—an unpaid contractor
would be well-advised to consult
with experienced construction
counsel to discuss all available
avenuesforobtaining payment.

About the author: Thomas H.
Welby, an attorney and licensed
professionalengineer, is General
Counsel to the Construction In-
dustry Council of Westchester
& Hudson Valley, Inc., and the
Building Contractors Associa-
tion. He is the Founder of and
Senior Counseltothelawfirmof
Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLE
with offices located throughout
thetristatemetropolitanregion.
Gregory J. Spaun, generalcoun-
sel to the Queens and Bronx
Building Association, and an
attorney and a partner with the
firm, co-authors this series with
Mr. Welby.
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State, NYC, Westchester County
To Prioritize Housing Funding

By JOHN JORDAN

TARRYTOWN—State and
local politicians agree that
New York State and many
localities throughout the Em-
pire Statearefacingahousing
crisis, specifically the lack
of affordable for-purchase or
rental housing.

Recently, New York City
Mayor Eric Adams and West-
chester County Executive
George Latimer introduced
ambitious plans to fund new
housing development. In ad-
dition, New York Gov. Kathy
Hochul is expected to address
the urgent need for a major
spike in housing funding in
her State of the State address
in January.

On Dec. 8, Mayor Adams
unveiled his administra-
tion’s “Get Stuff Built” initia-
tive, a comprehensive, three-
pronged efforttoaddress New
York City’s affordable housing
crisisand underlyinghousing
shortage by rapidly accelerat-
ing the pace of housing pro-
duction, with a “moonshot”
goal of meeting the need for
500,000 new homes over the
next decade.

Led by a new report titled
“Get Stuff Built,” Mayor Ad-
ams’ plan focuses on building
housing faster, everywhere,
and together in partnership
with New York State, the New
York City Council, and New
Yorkers in all five boroughs.

“If New York is to remain
the city welove, we must have
places for the people we love.
Weneed morehousing, and we
need it as fast as we can build
it,” said Mayor Adams. “The
system has been broken for
so long that we have come to
view it as our reality. Our city
declared ahousingemergency
five decades ago, yet, we have
failed to address it with the
same urgency we would any
other crisis. That ends now.
We can, and we must, do bet-
ter. We need to add hundreds
of thousands of units to ad-
dress the problem, and that is
exactly what we are going to
do. Today we are saying yes to
more housing and yes to get-
ting stuff built. We are going
to build faster, we are going to
build everywhere, and we are
going to build together.”

The “Get Stuff Built” re-
port, produced by the Build-
ing and Land Use Approval
Streamlining Task Force
that was convened in June,
includes 111 actions the city
will take to create more
housing more quickly by
cutting red tape, streamlin-
ing processes, and removing
bureaucratic obstacles that
are slowing housing produc-
tion and economic recovery.
These actions will increase
thespeed andlowerthe costof
development by accelerating
project timelines by 50% to

to the Metro-North train station in the Bronx.

ensureenvironmental protec-
tion and meaningful public
participation, and stimulate
the creation of affordable

housingacross New York City,

city officials stated.
Additionally, Mayor Adams

formally kicked off the envi-

Conceptual rendering of a potential Morris Park Plaza, connecting the existing community

CREDIT: NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

ronmental review process to
rezone the areas around two
of the four new Metro-North
train stations coming to the

Bronx, with proposals to cre-
ate thousands of new homes
and family-sustaining jobs.

Finally, Mayor Adams an-
nounced a series of policy pri-
oritiesfocused onstimulating
housing creation, which his
administration will pursue
alongside partners in New
York City, Albany, and Wash-
ington, D.C.

All of these initiatives
fulfill commitments made in
“Housing Our Neighbors,”
the Adams administration’s
blueprint for housing and
homelessness; “Rebuild, Re-
new, Reinvent: A Blueprint
for New York City’s Economic
Recovery,” the administra-
tion’s blueprint for a strong,
equitable comeback; and the

Please turn to page 18
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Thruway Toll Plan to Help Fund $1.9B for Multi-Year Capital Work

Continued from page 1

construction, highlighting the
need for heavy maintenance,
reconstruction, and rehabilita-
tion activities to keep the riding
surface in a state of good repair.

The average age of the Thru-
way’s 815 bridges is 55 years old
with 75% of those bridges more
than 60 years old. In fact, more
than 85 of those bridges have
been identified for replacement
within the next decade. Thruway
officials noted that the need to
replace bridges grows exponen-
tially after the 10-year timeline
when hundreds of bridges will
need to be replaced in the follow-
ing decade.

They added that the projected
replacement cost for the most
immediate 85 bridges needing
replacement is roughly $800 mil-
lion in today’s dollars. Factoring
the hundreds of bridges that will
require replacement not long
thereafter, the costs escalate into
the $6 billion to $7 billion range
which the existingtoll rate struc-
ture will not support.

Currently, all 27 Thruway
service areas are currently

being redeveloped as part of a
$450-million private investment
plan in partnership with Empire
State Thruway Partners. Three
service areas have reopened:
Indian Castle, Chittenango and
JuniusPonds, and constructionis
underway atnineotherlocations.
When the project iscompleted, 23
of the 27 service area buildings
will be rebuilt, with significant
renovations and upgrades to
the remaining four. Amenities
include Taste NY markets, mod-
ernrestaurant concepts, outdoor
seating,food trucks, playgrounds,
and pet walking areas, among
other things. It should be noted
that no Thruway toll dollars or
state tax dollars are being used
in this initiative.

“The Thruway Authority and
its incredible team of employees
work hard every day to hold the
line on spending and present a
balanced budget that ensures
the continued viability of the
system,” said Thruway Authority
Executive Director Matthew J.
Driscoll. “As a tolling authority,
we receive no federal, state or
local tax dollars to support our

operations. We have not seen a
system-wide toll increase since
2010, and now is the time to move
ahead with this financial plan
so that we can meet our growing
capital investment needs while
continuing to provide our cus-
tomers with the safe and reliable
highway they’ve cometoexpect.”

At the Board session on Dec.
5, Mr. Driscoll announced he was
stepping down from his post as
of Dec. 21, 2022. He has served as
executivedirector of the New York
State Thruway Authority since
2017. See story on page9inthisedi-
tion of CONSTRUCTION NEWS.

During the session, the Thru-
way Board approved the author-
ity’s proposed $1.2-billion 2023
budget that includes $397 million
for operating expenses, $356 mil-
lion for debt service, $368 million
for systemwide capital projects,
and nearly $45 million for the
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge and $69
million for reimbursement for
New York State Police Troop T
costspatrollingthe system. Thru-
way traffic in 2023 is expected to
reach 366 million transactions,
down 3.0 million transactions or

0.9% from revised 2022 levels. Te
Thruway is expected to collect
$807 million in toll revenues,
down 1.2% or about $10 million
from 2022.

The2023-2007 capital program
calls for a total of $1.9 billion in
spending, including $1.7 billion
incapital projectssystemwide. A
total of $234 million in projects
will be funded for work at the
Mario M. Cuomo Bridge.

In 2023, Mr. Hammond stated
the authority has shifted ap-
proximately $65 million in
capital project spending from
2022 to 2023, thus increasing
the 2023 capital spending level
to approximately $412 million.

Mr. Hammond said that
beginning in 2024, toll revenue
underthecurrent structure will
notmeetthe Thruway’sfunding
needs, startingwithamorethan
$2-million deficit, which would
balloon up to $117 million by
2026 and $250 million by 2031.

In discussing the toll hike
proposal, Mr. Hammond noted
tothe Board of Directorsthatthe
lastsystem-wide tolladjustment,
outside of changes to the Mario
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% Portable Safety Guard Rails ¢
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M. Cuomo Bridge tolls, was in
2010. “Given that the author-
ity receives no federal or state
support for our operations, tolls
account for 90% of the resources
needed to maintain and operate
our system,” he said.
Toll Hike Proposals

Cashless tolling has been in
effect throughout the Thruway
system for more than two years
and other toll barriers on the
system have been using it since
2016 (for the Gov. Mario M. Cuo-
mo Bridge). Under the pending
Thruway Authority proposal, be-
ginning on Jan. 1, 2024, the base
NY E-ZPass rate will increase
by 5% outside of the Gov. Mario
M. Cuomo Bridge, representing
thefirsttolladjustmentforthese
customers since 2010. A second
5% increase would take effect in
January 2027. Standard toll rates
for Non-NY E-ZPass (currently
5.1 cents per mile for passenger
cars) and Tolls by Mail rates
(currently 5.8 cents per mile for
passenger cars) will increase to
8.6 cents per mile for both groups
by 2027. These rates will remain
below the currentstandardrates
of many other systems across
the nation, Thruway Authority
officials noted

Similar adjustments would
be made to all rates system-wide
(Gov.MarioM. CuomoBridgeand
other fixed rate tolling points)
and for the Non-NY E-ZPass and
Tolls by Mail commercial rates
as well. This change results in
toll rates that are comparable
with what other cashless tolling
facilities charge nationwide.
For example, the Massachusetts
Turnpike hasan87% differential
and the Pennsylvania Turnpike’s
differential is 98% for Tolls by
Mail passenger toll rates. More
importantly, it will increase the
incentive for NY E-ZPass usage.
Under this plan, the differential
will not be applied to NY E-ZPass
customers, making it the most
affordable payment option avail-
able to all of our motorists who
signupforatag(thruwayny.gov/
getezpass ).

Proposed Increases for the
Gov. Mario M. Cuomo Bridge

Beginning on Jan. 1, 2024, the
fixed toll rate at the Gov. Mario
M. Cuomo Bridge for NY E-ZPass
customers will increase by $0.50
each year through 2027. In 2027,
the base NY E-ZPass rate for
passenger vehicles will be $7.75.
Commercial toll rate increases
would be proportionate to the
passenger rate increases.

Inaddition, the planpreserves
the 40% commuter discount plan
and provides a separate 20%
resident discount (increased
from the current 17% discount)
for qualified Rockland and West-
chester residents on the span. In
2021, more than 30% of all tolls
collected on the GMMCB were
discounted through commuter
and resident plans.

The Thruway Authority toll
proposal will keep its toll rates
among the lowest in the country
compared to similar toll roads.
The Thruway base passenger
vehicle toll rate is less than
$0.05 per mile, compared to the
Ohio Turnpike ($0.06 per mile),
the New Jersey Turnpike ($0.11
per mile) and the Pennsylvania
Turnpike ($0.14 per mile).
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Matthew Driscoll to Step Down
As Thruway Authority Exec. Director

ALBANY—Matthew Driscoll, ex-
ecutive director of the New York State
Thruway Authority,and whoheld the top
post for the past five years, announced
at the Authority’s board of directors
meeting on Dec. 5 that he would resign
on Dec. 20, 2022.

Under his leadership, he brought
the $3.9-billion Mario M. Cuomo Bridge
project to completion, instituted cash-
less tolling throughout the 570-mile
superhighway system and he advanced
the upgrades and improvements to all
service areas systemwide that is now
underway. He also helped to craft the
Thruway Authority’sambitious $1.9-bil-
lion capital plan for 2023-2027.

Mr. Driscoll’s service to the Thruway
began on Aug. 22, 2017, when he was
nominated for Senate confirmation
as Executive Director of the Thruway
Authority, replacing Bill Finch in the
position. On Sept. 15,2017, the Thruway
Authority board named him as acting
executive director of the Thruway Au-
thority. Some 21 months later, on June
25,2019, he was confirmed by the Senate
as its executive director.

“Matt Driscoll is both a strong advo-
cate for motorists and a consistent and

reliable leader and partner in the public
construction arena with the heavy/
highway transportation industry, which
builds and services the Thruway,” said
John Cooney, Jr., executive director of
the Construction Industry Council of
Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc. “As
the official responsible for major public
works, he isextremely knowledgeable of
our industry’s challenges as well as the
timely decision-making needed to move
projectsforward. Heunderstands ourin-
dustryand youalways gota clear answer
fromhimandhisteam. It was alwaysthe
guidance and decision-making needed
that enabled contractors and suppliers
to function at a very high level.”

Previously, Mr. Driscoll served as
commissioner of the New York State
Department of Transportation, leading
adepartmentof 8,300 employees with an
annual capital program of $3.7 billion.
He realigned administrative functions
and processes throughout the 11 DOT
regions focusing on regional needs, and
hecreated aspecial projectsengineering
team focused on accelerating project
delivery across the state.

From 2010to0 2015, Mr. Driscoll served
as president and chief executive officer

Matthew Driscoll, executive director
of the New York State Thruway
Authority

of the New York State Environmental
Facilities Corporation, which provides
low-cost financingto local governments
for wastewater and drinking water in-
frastructure. It is the largest and most
successful state revolving loan fund in
the nation, managing more than $12

billion in assets.

In 2013, he implemented a new busi-
ness model at the EFC, creating an
improved and mote strategic use of
financial resources designed to stimu-
late projects across the state. EFC ended
the 2014 fiscal year with more than $2.3
billion in financings and refundings to
local governments, the largest single-
year total in EFC’s history. In addition,
New York State led the nation with the
largest investment in wastewater in-
frastructure Under his leadership, EFC
also extended its award-winning Green
Innovation GrantProgram, keepingNew
York at the forefront of “green” urban
and infrastructure planning.

On Sept. 12, 2013, Mr. Driscoll was
appointed to the Financial Restructur-
ing Board for local governments. The
board delivers targeted restructuring
strategies and long-term solutions to
assist New York municipalities under
fiscal stress. Mr. Driscoll also serves as
a member of the Governors Strategic
Implementation Assessment Team
(SIA).Toassistinthe progress of the Re-
gional Economic Development Council
(REDC) initiative, the assessment team

Please turn to page 22
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Guest Viewpoint

Insurance Cost Outlook for 2023

By KEN FUIRST and JASON SCHICIANO

recent meeting of
building contrac-
tors and advisors of the
Building Contractors
Association in mid-De-
cember examined the
major challenges in the
insurance market today
as well as the outlook
for insurance for the
construction industry
marketplace in 2023.
Here is a summary of those
discussions.
Reinsurance
The Reinsurance market has
been hit hard by the increased
amountof stormsandthe sever-
ity of these events resulting in
damagescostingmorethanever

claims history have even seen
flat renewals.
Thebiggestchangeistheev-
er-increasingfocus on contrac-
tor’sRisk Transfer procedures
when hiring subcontractors.
No longer is a signed subcon-
tractor contract agreement

in your bidding process.

If your insurance is
with a standard carrier
like Travelers, Selective,
or Liberty, we strongly
recommend you renew
withthem.Evenif there
is less expensive insur-
ance elsewhere, the sta-
bility of these standard
carriers in the long run
is the best method to
control your insurance
costs over time. And the
Coverage Exclusions built into
the other carrierscanleave you
significantly exposed.

Umbrella

Excess Liability rates con-
tinuetoclimbsignificantly. This
is adirect result of more Labor
Law/Scaffold Law claims set-

The biggest change New York contractors will see is in
their Experience Modification (Mod) factors. New York is
no longer part of the NCCI formula, and created its own
calculation. Those businesses with infrequent claims will
see their Mod go down. Those with more frequent claims
will see their Mods go up significantly.

before. Therefore, Reinsurance
Insurance companies are rais-
ing their rates to the insurance
companies.
General Liability

Rates have relatively sta-
bilized with annual increases
in the 5% range for a standard
account with no claims. Larger
accounts with longer good

sufficient. More insurance car-
riers are now reviewing how
their policy holdersare vetting
their subcontractors and the
exclusions in the subcontrac-
tor’s insurance policies. Our
recommendation is to have
your insurance broker partner
review the insurance of all
your subcontractors, early on

tling in the seven-figure range.
Insurance companieshave now
created the new term, “Social
Inflation,” which addresses
the incredibly large verdicts
that juries are now awarding
plaintiffs in these Absolute Li-
ability cases. There is also now
an industry of Hedge Funds
backing plaintiff’slegal battles

N
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8:00 am - 3:30 pm

SAVE THE DATE

en ANNUAL CIC /| NYS
N DOT REGION 8
SAFETY SEMINAR

Tuesday, January 17, 2023

Culinary Institute of America
1946 Campus Dr., Hyde Park, NY 12538

Topics Include:
Overview of OSHA
Slips, Trips & Falls

Runovers and Backovers
Trenching & Excavation
Prevention of heat-related illness and injuries

Register Today! Sponsor Opportunities Available
info@cicnys.org 914-631-6070 cichca.org

knowing that they will win if
they take it to trial.

The best way to keep this
premium down is to keep the

who they hire by whether the
subcontractor’s Mod is below
or above 1.0, will adapt their
guidelines to this new formula.

The biggest change is the ever-increasing
focus on contractor’s Risk Transfer
procedures when hiring subcontractors.
No longer is a signed subcontractor
contract agreement sufficient.

coverage with your current
carrier. We have found that
once you leave the incumbent
insurance company—that has
had history with you—the pre-
miums go up significantly.

Workers’ Compensation

The rates for Workers’ Com-
pensation have remained rela-
tively flat, with some classifica-
tions even going down. Many
of the New York State Fund
Safety Groups have increased
their discounts and dividends
to make themselves even more
competitive.

Thebiggest change New York
contractors will see is in their
Experience Modification (IMod)
factors. New York is no longer
part of the National Council
on Compensation Insurance
(NCCI) formula, and created
itsown calculation. Thosebusi-
nesses with infrequent claims
will see their Mod go down.
Those with more frequent
claims will see their Mods go
up significantly. Hopefully the
owners and GC’s that judge

January is Safety Month

Construction Industry Council

629 White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY - 914-631-6070 cichca.org

Automobile

Auto rates are going up sig-
nificantly due to a few factors:
Perhaps the biggest factor is
due to supply chain issues for
parts. Also, higher rental costs
due to longer periods for use
of temporary vehicles. Added
to these are the increased cost
to replace a totaled car. Other
factors adding to higher rates
include distracted driving and
larger liability settlements.
Social inflation is significantly
increasingthejury settlements
on auto injury claims too.

Please give us a call if you
have any questions on how
to plan for your insurance
renewal.

About the authors: Mr. Fuirst
and Mr. Schiciano are co-pres-
idents of Levitt-Fuirst Associ-
ates, Ltd., based in Tarrytown,
NY. They can be reached at
914-457-4252 or by e-mail at
info@levittfuirst.com. For ad-
ditionalinformation, visit wwuw.
levittfuirst.com.
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2023 Constructio dustry Council

& Building Contractors Association
ANNUAL MID-WINTER MEETING

JW Marriott Beach Resort, Marco Island, Florida
March 1st - March 5th, 2022

Thank You Sponsors

Platinum Sponsors Grand Reception Sponsor
Advance Testing Company, Inc. Argenio Brothers, Inc.
BNY Mellon Welcome Sponsors
Laborers Local 17 Operating Engineers Local 137
Laborers Local 60 Tocqueville Asset Management LLP
NYS Laborers Health & Safety Trust Transit Construction Corp.

NYS Laborers LECET

Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLP Golf Sponsors

Callanan Industries, Inc.

Partial listing at time of print Stacey Braun Associates, Inc.

CIC / BCA serves 30,000 workers in the NY Downstate region to
advance public works and private development priorities affecting
the economy and quality of life for the area's residents and
businesses. CIC/BCA's mission serves the sectors of transportation,
clean water, infrastructure, energy, utilities and major private
development projects. We at the CIC “Advocate, Educate and
Influence’” for a better and more healthy construction industry.

Construction Industry Council - Building Contractors Association
Register today with diana@cicnys.org 629 White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY
For Sponsorship Opportunities, sharon@cicnys.org Additional Questions contact Karen @ 914-631-6070 - cichca.org
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Stay Healthy, Stay Sa
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“Happy Holidays from Anchin’s
Construction Industry Group.
& We wish you a successful

Anchin

new year ahead!”

Arben Group, LL(

Holiday wishes
to all of our friends
and associates

at The CIC

goodwill and loyalty.

Building Contractors
Association

h Wishing you

& a happy

EN & healthy
holiday.

Construction Advancement
Institute

Joy and peace
to you and yours.

Construction Industry Council

We wish you a very
Happy Holiday season
and a peaceful
and prosperous
New Year.

May the happiness and good cheer
of the holiday season be yours
throughout the new year.

County Fabricators

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Kristina Benza, President
NYS CERTIFIED WBE
AISC CERTIFIED STEEL FABRICATOR

Philip R. Benza
County Fabricators, LLC
Chief Marketing Officer

NYS Certified WBE
AISC & AWS Certified

All of us at Laborers” Local 60
wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

Northeast Structural Steel

Wishing Everyone a

Happy and Healthy Holiday Season!
@ Northeast Structural Steel, Inc.

@e 661 Hillside Road

Pelham Manor, NY 10803

/ “All of us at
Operating Engineers
Local 157

& Wish Everyone a
P Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year”

Pat DiCerbo

Warmest Wishes
for a Wonderful Holiday
Patrick DiCerbo

Pinnacle Associates, Ltd.

Warmest Wishes
for a Wonderful Holiday
Pinnacle Associates, Ltd.

Pro Asphalt

Wishing all a safe, healthy
and happy holiday season
with peace and cheer

in the New Year.

7
RCA Asphalt
Happy Holiday season
from everyone at RCA.
& Wishing all a safe, healthy
E and happy New Year.
Sl

Safety On Point

Wishing You Happy Holidays and
A Safe, Healthy And Prosperous 2023

DIANA CORTEZ, MS, CSP, PRESIDENT
dianacortez@safetyonpoint.net » 914-334-3884

Safety Manageent Services
Osha Representation

Expert Witness Services
Safety Programs. And More...

J/
Tectonic Engineering

Happy Holidays! Happy Holidays!

Enjoy the festivities of the season.
We wish you much joy
& and many triumphs in 2023.

e

Tectonic Engineering Consultants,
Geologists & Land Surveyors

Welby, Brady
b& Greenblatt LLP
&

Ho, ho, ho!
from Welby, Brady

& Greenblatt

Yonkers Contracting Co.

Our Warmest Wishes
for a Happy and Healthy
Holiday Season and
Prosperous New Year
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You're In Good Gompany

It's time to advertise in the 2023
CIC/BCA Directory & Buyer's Guide

Grab the opportunity to advertise your product or
service in the Construction Industry's "Yellow Pages."
Take advantage of being included in the handy and
accessible reference guide used by industry decision
makers every day.

For more information on how to reserve your ad
space, contact Sharon Regan Masciovecchio:
sharon@cicnys.org or 914-631-6070

Advertising Deadline
February 1, 2023
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Safety Watch

Lawsuit Targets Training in Use of
Heavy Equipment, Known Hazards

By COSTAS CYPRUS, ESQ.

q s has been previously
shown inthissafety series,

Labor v. Sentinel Systems, LLC
emphasizes the need for con-
struction companiestoprovide
properinstructionandtraining
totheir employees in the proper
useof heavyequipmenttoavoid
hazards associated with their
use. In this specific case, it was
abouttheuseof autility vehicle
on paved surfaces with tires
designed for off-road use only.

Sentinel Systems, LL.C was
one of the contractors involved
in the construction of the
American Dream Mall complex
inEast Rutherford, NJ. Itsscope
involved applying resinous
floorings in the indoor amuse-
ment park and installing epoxy
flooring in a parking garage. It
had about 100 employees work-
ing on the project.

On Oct. 9, 2019, a Sentinel
employee was driving a Bobcat
Utility vehicle when he fatally
crashed into the front end of
an empty flatbed semitrailer
in a parking structure. The ac-
cident occurred at around 2:15
p.m. inaparking structure that

regulations applicable to his
work environment to control or
eliminate any hazards or other
exposure to illness or injury”
and that Sentinel violated the
standard by not providing “the
Bobcat operators instruction
on operating a Bobcat utility
vehicle on pavement with tires
that are designed for off-road
use only.”

The citation proceeded to
quote two provisions from the
manufacturer’s Operation and
Maintenance Manual for this
equipment: 1) “AVOID INJURY
OR DEATH. Read this...Manu-

The evidence that was submitted
showed that, in fact, Sentinel had
taken adequate steps and instructions
that were specific enough to advise
employees of the hazards associated
with use of this particular equipment

and the citation was vacated.
]

was used as a staging area for
construction materials. A semi-
truck dropped off the flatbed
for the offloading of material.
Thefrontend of theflatbed was
exposed and was supported by
front landing gear. This por-
tion of semitrailer did not have
any reflective materials and its
location was not demarcated
by traffic cones. Although the
artificial light was sporadic,
there was enough ambient
natural light that the front
end of the semitrailer would
have been properly observable
a reasonably attentive driver.
Thedecedent employee waslast
seen by the GC’ssuperintendent
driving the UTV about 10 mph,
and in the parking structure
when he struck the flatbed.
It was inferable form the cir-
cumstances that the decedent
did not discern the presence of
the parked semitrailer before
striking it.
Afteraninvestigation, OSHA
issued a citation with a single
violation of construction in-
dustry standards titled “Safety
trainingand education,” which
provides that “The employer
shall instruct each employee in
the recognition and avoidance
of unsafe conditions and the

al.Understandall...precautions
and operating procedures be-
foreoperatingthisvehicle;” and
2) “This vehicle’s tires are de-
signed for off-road use only, not
for use on pavement. Operating
thisvehicle on paved surfaces...
can alter the vehicle handling
and may cause loss of control.
Avoid operating the vehicle on
pavement. If it is unavoidable,
travel slowly and avoid sudden
turns or stops.”

The Recommended Abate-
ment Action, included with the
citation,requoted the same two
manual provisions indicating
OSHA’s Compliance Officer’s
position that had Sentinel
provided its operators with
instructions that conformed to
the two referenced provisions,
the accident could have been
avoided.

The citation focused on two
issues. What instructions and
training did Sentinel provide if
any to driving the Bobcat UTV
onpaved surfaces when thetires
were designed for off-road use
only; and whether the Secretary
met its burden to show that a
“reasonably prudentemployer”
under the same circumstances
would have done more to in-
struct its authorized operators

on driving the Bobcat UTV on
paved surfaces with tires that
were designed for off-road use.
Here, the record showed
that Sentinel met its bur-
den while the Secretary
did not.

Sentinel was able to
show that it had autho-
rized only nine manage-
rial employees to operate
the Bobcat UTV and that
each authorized operator
had prior experience op-
erating similar vehicles.
Sentinel had established
that it had instructed
each employee to review
the Manual and had in-
structed each to drive no
faster than 15 mph at the
site, and it had assessed
the knowledge of compe-
tence of each employee
in individual test drives
at the site.

The Bobcat UTVs had been
delivered to Sentinel at the
project and its president and
director of field operations
(DFO) were present to accept
them. The president had ad-
vised the DFO that he would
be responsible for employee
training. Theequipmentdealer
representative trained both
the president and the DFO and
tailored the training to the con-

ditions at the project site. The
surfacesforvehicletrafficatthe
project were in constant flux

Sentinel had established
that it had instructed
each employee to review
the Manual and had
instructed each to drive
no faster than 15 mph
at the site, and it had
assessed the knowledge
of competence of each

employee in individual
test drives at the site.

and included gravel, earthen
and paved surfaces. The dealer
advised the president and DFO
that the UTVs must not be
driven at speeds of more than
10 mph to 15 mph, specifically
on paved surfaces and advised
themthatoperatorsnotfamiliar
withthevehicleshouldreadthe
Manual.

Only nine management level
employees were authorized to
operate the UTV, including the

presidentand DFO. These seven
employees including decedent
had informedthe DFOthatthey
had experience operating
similar vehicles. More-
over, the DFO provided
one-to-one training on
the operation of the UTV
especially since Sentinel
recognized that operators
may encounterthehazard
of losing control of the
UTV when operating on
paved surfaces. The train-
ing included instruction
not driving faster than
10 mph to 15 mph at the
project and to drive in
two-wheel mode when
driving on paved surfaces
for better handling. The
DFO also rode with each
of the seven employees on
testdrivesatthesite. After
thetrainingandtestdrive,
each employee expressed confi-
dencetothe DFOthatthey could
safely operatethe UTV.The DFO
alsoinstructed each operatorto
review the manual, which was
in the UTV’s glovebox. Prior to
thisaccident, therehadnotbeen
any instancesof any authorized
employees driving the UTV in
an unsafe manner.

The cited safety standard
by OSHA is a general safety

Please turn to page 22

BE TOCQUEVILLE

Asset Management L.P.

Michael J. Paton

mpaton@tocqueville.com

212-698-0812

40 West 57t Street, 19" Floor
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Emergency Projects Road Maintenance
Pothole Repair Utility Work
Liquid A.C. Cans Tack Coat Pails

Contact FRANK 914.403.5407 or ADRIANE 914.263.3701

PRO ASPHALT

IS OPEN STARTING ON
MONDAY DEC. 19™ FOR THE

2023 WINTER SEASON

800 Canal Street, Mt. Vernon NY 10550
Ya MILE OFF ROUTE 1-95

HOURS OF OPERATION: 7am — 3pm
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

OPEN FOR:
HOT & COLD ASPHALT

BROKEN ASPHALT & MILLINGS ACCEPTED!
PLANT: 914.663.7663

PN'W*
BOCES

Service and Innovation
Through Partnership

SAVE THE DATE 3/23/23

CAREER &
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Regional Union Information Event CLICK OR SCAN

March 23, 2023 | 6:00 - 9:00 pm T0 REGISTER

WALDEN GYM, 200 BOCES DRIVE, YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY 10598
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U N I 0 N PARTN E RS - B North Atlantic States Regional
COUNCIL of CARPENTERS
¢ Boilmakers Local 5
* Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers Local 1 * Painters and Allied Trades
« Carpenters Locals 251 & 279 Local 1087
¢ Electricians Locals 3 & 363 o Painters|local 113
¢ Insulators Local 91 « Roofers Local 8
¢ Iron Workers Locals 40, 197 & 580 o Sheetmetal Workers Local 38
* Laborers Locals 17,18, 60, 235 & 754 o Teamsters Locals 445 & 456
 Plumbers & Steamfitters Locals 21 & 373 * Carpenters NASRCC
¢ Metallic Lathers Local 46 + NYC Council Carpenters
* Operating Engineers Locals 15, 137 &
825 More Partnerships to Come!
SUPERINTENDENTS ————————— BOARD MEMBERS
James M. Ryan, Ed.D. Todd Currie Richard Kreps Tina Mackay Jennifer Rosen Michael Simpkins
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT PRESIDENT TRUSTEE TRUSTEE TRUSTEE
Lynn Allen, Ed.D. Louis T. Riolo Catherine Lilburne ~ Mary Cay Nilsen  Frank Schnecker
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT VICE PRESIDENT TRUSTEE TRUSTEE

County Approves Budget that Includes
Historic Affordable Housing Plan

WHITE PLAINS, NY—Westchester County Executive George
Latimer signed on Dec. 12 a budget for next year that includes a
record investment to build workforce housing. The total budget
is $2.365 billion and includes cutting the county’s property tax
levy by $6 million.

Among the budget allocations is $687-million for the capital
program, which includes $473 million for general county purposes,
$200 million for the Refuse, Sewer and Water districts and $14
million for the Westchester County Airport.

Thebudget includes investments in affordable housing, electric
vehiclesand charging infrastructure, recreational facilities, flood
mitigation projects, numerous sewer and water projects and the
paving of the Bronx River Parkway.

The capital budget calls for approximately $50 million for roads
and bridges. Among the projects and locations listed were:

« Significant work on Central Park Avenue;
» The Austin Avenue Bridge over I-87 in Yonkers;
 Continued resurfacing of sections of the Bronx River Parkway;
» The Gallows Hill Road Bridge in the Town of Cortlandt;
» Route 22 Bridge in the Town of North Castle;
» Park Avenue Bridge at the Harrison-Rye border
over the Beaver Swamp Brook;
» Bryant Avenue in White Plains;
« Virginia Road in Mount Pleasant and New Castle;
« Pearl Street in Port Chester;
- East and West Main Street and Division Street in Peekskill.

The capital budget also appropriates $137 million for environ-
mental conservation and flood mitigation efforts.

The plan calls for a total of $42.4 million for capital projects
related to the Westchester County Parks System.

The capital plan earmarks a total of $198 million for county
environmental facilities, including $25.5 million for continuing
the improvements to the Mamaroneck wastewater recovery fa-
cility in 2023. Some $20 million is included for the New Rochelle
Water Resource Recovery Facility and a total of $46.1 million is
directed for improvements to the Yonkers Joint Water Resource
Recovery Facility.

The Department of Environmental Facilitiessaid it is continu-
ingtoupgrade, improve and modernize all EF-managed facilities.

To support efforts to build workforce housing in the County,
the Board also approved $90 million to build affordable housing
initiatives. This includes $25 million for land acquisition and $15
million for infrastructure improvements. Another $50 million
is included for the Affordable Housing Investment Fund to be
funded with monies from the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA). This represents the largest single-year commitment
to affordable housing in county history.

DEC to Support
Eligible Dam Repairs

ALBANY—New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation Commissioner Basil Seggos announced on Nov. 30
that a total of $564,925 in grant funding is now available to assist
eligible dam owners with infrastructure repair costs.

Funding is provided through the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency’s (FEMA) High Hazard Potential Dam grant
program. DEC is accepting applications for grants to assist with
technical, planning, design, and other pre-construction activities
associated with the rehabilitation of eligible dams classified as
High Hazard dams.

“Ensuring dam safety is a top priority for DEC and we encour-
ageeligible dam owners to take advantage of this importantfund-
ing,” said Commissioner Seggos. “The grants announced today
will support pre-construction engineering and design activities
aspart of an overall program to help municipal and not-for-profit
ownersof High Hazard dams makenecessary repairs and improve
public safety.”

New York State’s High Hazard dam classification refers to the
potential for damage upon a dam’s failure, not its likelihood of
failure. A High Hazard (or Class C) dam is classified where fail-
ure may result in widespread or serious damage to homes, main
highways, industrial or commercial buildings, railroads, and/or
importantutilities, including water supply, sewage treatment, fuel,
power, cable, or telephone infrastructure, or substantial environ-
mental damage, such that the loss of human life or widespread
substantial economic loss is likely. New York State has 425 dams
classified as High Hazard.

Local governmental entities and municipalities, including
but not limited to counties, cities, towns, and villages, and not-
for-profit corporations with dam projects in New York State, are
eligible to apply. Projects must be in a county with an approved
hazard mitigation plan. Projects and applicants are also required
to meet additional eligibility criteria as described in the Request
for Applications (RFA). A total of $564,925 in grants is available,

Please turn to page 17
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Hiring Challenges Can Be Helped by a Targeted Approach;
Review the Eligibility of Valuable WOTC Tax Credits

By PHILLIP ROSS, CPA, CGMA, PARTNER

Like many construction
companies, your firm may
have been trying for some time
to fill open positions. If this is
the case, be aware of a valuable
tax credit for employers hiring
individuals from one or more
targeted groups.

The Work Opportunity Tax
Credit (WOTC) is generally
worth $2,400 for each eligible
employee, but can be worth
more—and in some cases, much
more.

Targeted Groups

Generally, an employer is
eligible for the credit only for
qualified wages paid to mem-
bers of atargeted group. These
groups are:

» Qualified members of fami-
lies that receive assistance un-

residents

« Vocational rehabilitation
referrals

* Qualified summer youth
employees

» Qualified members of fami-

The maximum credit available for
the first year’s wages generally is
$2,400 for each employee, or $4,000
Jor a recipient of long-term family
assistance. In addition, for those
receiving long-term family assistance,
there’s a 50% credit for up to $10,000
of second-year wages.

]

der the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program

» Qualified veterans

* Qualified ex-felons
 Designated community

lies in the Supplemental Nu-
tritional Assistance Program
(SNAP)

» Qualified Supplemental Secu-
rity Income recipients

DEC to Support

Eligible Dam Repairs

Continued from page 16

with awards up to $100,000 per project.
Thedeadlineforapplicationsis Feb.10,2023. RFAs are available

» Long-term family assistance
recipients
- Long-term unemployed
individuals
Employer Eligibility

and Requirements

Employers of all sizes
are eligible to claim the
WOTC. Thisincludesboth
taxable and certain tax-
exemptemployerslocated
inthe United Statesand in
some U.S. territories. Tax-
able employers can claim
the WOTCagainstincome
taxes. However, eligible
tax-exempt employers
can claim the WOTC only
against payroll taxes and
only for wages paid to
members of the qualified
veteran targeted group.

Many additional con-
ditions must be fulfilled
before employers can qualify for
the credit. Each employee must
have completed a minimum
of 120 hours of service for the
employer. Also, the credit isn’t
available for employees who
are related to the employer or
who previously worked for the
employer.

Credit Amounts

WOTC amounts differ for
specific employees. The maxi-
mum credit available for the
first year’s wages generally is
$2,400 for each employee, or

$4,000 for a recipient of long-
term family assistance. In
addition, for those receiving

Taxable employers can
claim the WOTC against
income taxes. However,
eligible tax-exempt
employers can claim
the WOTC only against
payroll taxes and only for
wages paid to members
of the qualified veteran
targeted group.

long-term family assistance,
there’s a 50% credit for up to
$10,000 of second-year wages.
The maximum credit available
over two yearsfor these employ-
ees is $9,000 ($4,000 for Year 1
and $5,000 for Year 2).

For some veterans, the maxi-
mum WOTC is higher: $4,800
for certain disabled veterans,
$5,600 for certain unemployed
veterans, and $9,600 for certain
veterans who are both disabled
and unemployed.

For summer youth employ-

ees, the wages must be paid for
services performed during any
90-day period between May 1
and Sept. 15. The maxi-
mum WOTC credit
available for summer
youth is $1,200 per
employee.

Worth Pursuing

Additional rules
and requirements ap-
ply. For example, you
must obtain certifica-
tion that an employee
isatarget group mem-
ber from the appropri-
ate State Workforce
Agency before youcan
claim the credit. The
certification gener-
allymustberequested
within 28 days after
the employee begins
work. And in limited
circumstances, the rules may
prohibit the credit or require
an allocation of it. Neverthe-
less, for most employers that
hire from targeted groups, the
credit can be valuable.

About the author: Phillip Ross,
CPA, CGMA is an Accounting
and Audit Partner and Chair of
the Construction Industry Group
atAnchin, Block & Anchin, LLP
For more construction industry
thought leadership and content,
log on to www.anchin.com.

online through the New York State Grants Gateway. The Grants
Gateway) is a web-based grant management system that stream-
lines the way grants are administered by the State of New York.
All grant applicants, including government agencies and not-for-
profit corporations, must be registered in the Grants Gateway to
be eligible to apply for any state grant opportunity. Not-for-profit
applicants are required to “prequalify” in the Grants Gateway
system. For more information about Grants Gateway, please visit
the Grants Management website or contact the Grants Gateway
Team at: grantsgateway@its.ny.gov.

Run in good company.

The Construction Industry Council represents over 500
contractors, material and equipment suppliers, specialty
and service firms who compete in the region’s $1.5 billion
marketplace. From roads and bridges to utility, waste and
water treatment systems, CIC-member companies and
affiliated unions are dedicated to building and improving
these public and private services. To make your company
more successful in the construction industry, maybe it's
time you run with us.

For Membership Information. Call:
George Drapeau lll, Director of Membership Services

(914) 631-6070

Construction Industry Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc.
629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLP

REAL ESTATE & LAND DEVELOPMENT COMMERCIAL LAW

When Construction Problems
Require Legal Solutions.
Knowledge & Knowhow

WB&G’s comprehensive knowledge and insights into the intricacies
of the construction and real estate industries are invaluable
resources for companies, municipalities and business
organizations seeking pragmatic and successful
approaches to solve their legal challenges.

For more than thirty years, WB&G’s

commitment and dedication to provide
. . . For more than 30 years WB&G is proud to
exceptional legal service have infused ‘
serve the members of the Construction Industry
Council of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc., and
the Building Contractors Association of Westchester

& The Mid-Hudson Region, Inc.

the firm with the knowledge and
knowhow to achieve practical and

favorable results for its clients.

11 MARTINE AVENUE, 15TH FLOOR, WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10606
PHONE: 914.428.2100 FAX: 914.428.2172 www.WBGLLP.com

NEW YORK | NEW JERSEY | CONNECTICUT | MANHATTAN
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Work Begins on $6B Champlain Hudson
Power Express Transmission Line Job

Continued from page 3

wide from renewable sources
by 2030 on the path to a zero-
emissiongrid. Shewasjoined by
Transmission Developers CEO
Donald Jessome who praised
the effort of public officials,
community partners, business
organizations,laborunionsand
environmental groups.

Champlain Hudson Power
Express is the first of two
projects to start construc-
tion under the state’s first-
of-its-kind renewable energy
and transmission program,
known as Tier 4, that is ad-
ministered by the New York
State Energy Research and
Development Authority. The
program aims to responsibly
deliver a significant increase
of renewable energy to New
York City, an area of the state
that relies on aging fossil
fuel-fired generation located
largely in underserved com-
munities, experiences the
mostsignificantair quality is-
sues and health impacts from
fossil fuel emissions, and has
a marked need for improved
gridreliability and resiliency.

In the coming weeks, Cham-
plain Hudson Power Express
will begin to disburse funding
of nearly $30million, including:
$12 million to industrial devel-
opment agencies in counties
hosting the transmission line;
the first $12 million through
its $117-million Environmental
Trust Fund to finance projects
that enhance New York’s east-
ern corridor waterways; the
first $2.5 million to kickstart
the $40-million Green Economy
Fund to support workforce
development and training
initiatives in underserved
communitie and $2 million to
support the construction of
the Randall’s Island Nature
Center and Queens Variety
Boysand Girls Club STEM lab/
programming.

The Champlain Hudson
Power Express and Clean Path
NY contracts were approved
by the Public Service Com-
mission in April 2022, making
themthelargesttransmission
infrastructure developments
in New York State in thelast 50
years. Together, these projects
are capable of generating an
expected 18 million megawatt-
hoursof clean energy peryear,
or more than a third of New
York City’s annual electric
consumption, whiledelivering
upto$5.8billion innetsocietal
benefits statewide, inclusive
of greenhouse gas reductions
and air quality improvements
and 10,000 jobs statewide

with $8.2 billion in economic
development investments,
including in disadvantaged
communities.

On Dec. 9, state officials an-
nounced the start of construc-
tion on Smart Path Connect, a
transmission project led by the
New York Power Authority and
National Grid NY torebuild and
strengthen approximately 100
miles of transmission in the
North Country and the Mohawk
Valley.

The Smart Path Connect
project will help unbottle exist-
ing renewable resources in the
region and yield significant
production cost savings, emis-
sionsreductions, and decreases
in transmission congestion. It
is estimated to result in more
than 1.16 million tons of CO2
emissions avoided annually on
astatewide basisand anannual
reduction of an estimated 160
tons of NOx emissions. New
York Power Authority estimates
the project will provide more
than $447million in annual sav-
ings in northern New York and
createhundredsof cleanenergy
jobs during construction.

Smart Path Connect is a
multi-faceted project that in-
cludes rebuilding approxi-
mately 45miles of transmission
eastward from Massena, NY
to the Town of Clinton, which
will be led by the New York
Power Authority; and rebuild-
ing approximately 55 miles of
transmission southward from
Croghan to Marcy which will
beled by National Grid NY. The
work will involve construction
of several new substations as
well as refurbishment of sev-
eral existing substations.

The two segments will be
connected by Smart Path, a
rebuild of the Moses to Ad-
irondack transmission lines,
which began in 2020 and is
slated to conclude next year.
Like Smart Path, Smart Path
Connect falls primarily within
existingtransmissionrights-of-
way in Clinton, Franklin, St.
Lawrence, Lewis and Oneida
counties. When completed
in 2025, Smart Path Connect
and Smart Path will form one
continuous 345 KV transmis-
sion line between Clinton and
Oneida counties.

Following a competitive bid-
dingprocess, the New York Pow-
er Authority Board of Trustees
approvedasix-year, $276 million
contract to Michels Power, Inc.,
for the construction of the
project’stransmissionlinesand
another five-year, $104 million
contract in May for work on the
project’s substations.

State, NYC, Westchester County
To Prioritize Housing Funding

Continued from page 7
mayor’s “City of Yes” plan,
which includes proposed
zoning changes that would
allow for the creation of a
significant amount of addi-
tional housing.

Proposed city actions in
the report include:

» Speed up the pre-certi-
fication process and make
it more transparent: His-
torically, land use review
applications can get stuck
in review and revision loops
at several points. The pre-
certification process—which
mustbe completed beforethe
Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure can begin—has
no mandated timeline and
can take two years or longer.
Through a series of actions
and measures, the New York
City Department of City
Planning will remove and
eliminate certain require-
ments and actions that will
allow applicants to complete
the pre-certification process
much more quickly. ULURP
application materials will
also become available to
community boards and the
public earlier in the pre-
certification stage.

- Exempt small housing
projectsfrom Environmental
Assessment Statement: Most
housing projects subject to
land use approvals or public
financing must conduct an
environmental review that
takes six to eight months to
complete and can cost hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars. Yet, nearly all of these

smaller projects are found to
have no significant impacts
ontheenvironment. Exempt-
ing small housing projects
from environmental review
will decrease overall costand
help open new homes to New
Yorkers more quickly.

» Improvetrafficanalysis:
Proposals to build housing
beyond current zoninglimits
must generally go through
the CEQR process. Revising
the methodology for traffic
analysis could significantly
improve the environmental
review process and shorten
the overall time required on
aproject. The city will update
the current guidelines in the
CEQR Technical Manual to
replace the existing method-
ology of predicting possible
vehicle delays at every near-
by intersection and, instead,
use simplemoderndatatools
and reach conclusions based
on typical neighborhood
congestion patterns and the
size and type of the proposed
project.

- Streamline construction
inspectionsof fire protection
systems: Currently, the New
York City Department of
Buildingsperformsexamina-
tions, permitting, and inspec-
tionsfor construction-related
activities of buildings, and
the Fire Department of the
City of New York monitors
operation, maintenance, and
compliance for fire safety
of buildings after comple-
tion of construction. The
city will make near-term
systems improvements to

coordinate plan review be-
tween DOB and FDNY, and,
in the long-term, will con-
sider transferring FDNY’s
construction-specific permit
responsibilities to DOB—
while maintaining FDNY’s
authority in operation and
maintenance of buildings
forfire safety compliance—to
remove the redundancy of
separate inspections during
the construction process
without compromising the
safety of buildingoccupants.

- Expand DOB NOW to
create a centralized city
“one-stop shop” construc-
tion portal: This portal will
processconstruction-related
transactions across all city
agencies involved in con-
struction approval, permit-
ting, and sign-off. This new
system will break down silos
between city agencies, create
a single point of contact for
anapplicant, and allow appli-
cantstotrack theirapprovals
in real-time.

Cityagencieshavealready
completed implementation
of several improvements
outlined in “Build Faster,”
with approximately half
of the identified improve-
ments to be implemented
over next 12 months. Most
of the remaining recom-
mendations will generally
be implemented over the
following 12-24 months. Sev-
eral actions—namely those
requiring ULURP review or
majortechnologyupgrades—
may take up to 36 months to
fully implement.

Mayor Adams: We Are Going
To Build Everywhere

Run in good company.

The Construction Industry Council represents over 500 contractors, material and
equipment suppliers, specialty and service firms who compete in the region’s $1.5
billion marketplace. From roads and bridges to utility, waste and water treatment
systems, CIC-member companies and affiliated unions are dedicated to building
and improving these public and private services. To make your company more
successful in the construction industry, maybe it's time you run with us.

For Membership Information. Call:

George Drapeau lll, Director of Membership Services

(914) 631-6070

Construction Industry Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc.
629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

The Adamsadministration isadvancingtwo
major neighborhood planning efforts.

The first is aimed at leveraging four brand-
new Metro-North train stations set to open
in the East Bronx in 2027, for which scoping
documents are now available. The City of
Yes Bronx Metro-North Plan would bring a
projected 10,000 jobs; major new public and
privateinvestments, includingbylarge health
care institutions already in Morris Park; and
as many as 6,000 new homes—at least 1,500
of which will be permanently affordable. To
support the environmental review process for
thisproject, public information meetings were
set for Dec. 13 and 15, 2022, and a public scop-
ing meeting will be held on Jan. 9, 2023. The
project is set to be certified and begin ULURP
in the summer of 2023.

The second major planning effort is a
neighborhood development initiative in Cen-
tral Brooklyn known as the Atlantic Avenue
Mixed-Use Plan. It promisestobringthousands
of new homes, and permanently income-
restricted homes, commercial and industrial
jobs, infrastructure, and other improvements
to Atlantic Avenue and its neighboring blocks
in Crown Heights and Bedford-Stuyvesant. A
steering committee formed to help shape the
plan held its first meeting on Dec. 1, 2022. Six
months of public engagement is expected to
begin in January and run through June 2023,
followed by the release of a report. Certifica-
tion is expected in 2024.

Beyond these two neighborhood planning
efforts, the administration has proposed Zon-
ingfor Housing Opportunity, a citywide zoning
textamendmentas partof Mayor Adams’ “City

of Yes” plan. Scoping for this proposal will
begin at the end of 2023 and will stimulate the
creation of tensof thousands of new homesin
neighborhoods across the entire city.

Priorities for the administration include:
prohibitingexclusionary zoning practicesand
encouragingappropriatedensity nearjobsand
public transit; legalizing existing basement
apartment units and allowing homeowners
to create other accessory dwelling units;
providing New York City the ability to allow
additional residential density in high-density
neighborhoods; allowing the New York City
Department of Housing Preservation and
Development to finance and preserve more
affordable housing, securelonger affordability,
encourage affordable homeownership, and
enable affordable housing to include critical
resources like child care and senior centers;
facilitating the conversion of obsolete office
buildings into housing; creating a tax benefit
that enables multifamily rental development
whilerequiring affordable housing; establish-
ing an incentive to preserve housing quality
and ensure healthy, safe living conditions for
tenants; and streamlining approval processes
and environmental review as outlined in the
“Get Stuff Built” plan.

Mayor Adams will also continue to work
with federal partners to secure financial sup-
port and regulatory changes. This includes
working towards an increase in the value of
tax credits and tax-exempt bonds and reducing
the “50-Percent Test” tostretch federal housing
dollars further.

New York Gov. Hochul, who is expected to
Please turn to page 22
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Regional Bid Alext

NYSDOT
Region 11

Bid Letting Date: Dec.21, 2022

New York State Department of Transportation
Contract Management

50 Wolf Road, 1st Floor, Suite 1CM

Albany, NY 12232

Contract# D264892
PIN# X73151
FA Proj.# Y001-X731-513

Project Description: Bronx Co., BEST VALUE - BRIDGE
REHABILITATION Bruckner Expressway (I-278) over Rosedale
Avenue.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $2,750,000.00).

Goals: DBE: 10.00%

New York State
Dormitory Authority

Bid Opening Date: Jan. 10, 2023

Title: New York State Office for People with Developmental Dis-
abilities, Broome DDSO, Buildings 3 and 4 Roof Replacement
and Asbestos and Hazardous Materials Abatement

Contract: CR40 General Construction
Project# 3516009999

Sealed bids for the above work located at Broome DDSO,

249 Glenwood Road, Binghamton, NY 13905 will be received
by DASNY at its office located at 515 Broadway, Albany, NY
12207. Each bid must be identified, on the outside of the enve-
lope, with the name and address of the bidder and designated
a bid for the Project titled above. When a sealed bid is placed
inside another delivery jacket, the bid delivery jacket must be
clearly marked on the outside “BID ENCLOSED” and “ATTEN-
TION: CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS - JAMIE CHRIS-
TENSEN.” DASNY will not be responsible for receipt of bids
which do not comply with these instructions.

All individuals who plan to attend pre-bid meetings or bid
openings in person will be required to complete and present a
DASNY Visitor COVID-19 Screening Questionnaire, present
government-issued picture identification to building security
officials and obtain a visitors pass prior to attending the bid
opening. The questionnaire and all instructions are located after
Section 19.0 of the Information for Bidders.

Individuals and entities submitting bids in person or by private
delivery services should allow sufficient time for processing
through building security to assure that bids are received prior
to the deadline for submitting bids.

All bid openings will be made available for viewing live via
Zoom at www.zoom.us. To enter the meeting, select “Join

a Meeting” then enter Meeting Id 353 471 6521, Password
351895. Individuals are strongly encouraged to utilize this
public viewing option as an alternative to in person attendance
at bid openings.

Only those bids in the hands of DASNY, available to be read
at 2:00 PM local time on January 10, 2023 will be considered.
Bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud. Bid results can
be viewed at DASNY’s website; http://www.dasny.org.

In accordance with State Finance Law § 139-j and § 139-k, this
solicitation includes and imposes certain restrictions on com-
munications between DASNY personnel and a prospective bid-
der during the procurement process. Designated staff for this
solicitation is: Daniel Coughlin, Project Manager, DASNY, 515
Broadway, Albany, New York 12207 518-588-3197 dcoughli@
dasny.org (the Owner’s Representative) and DASNY at ccon-
tracts@dasny.org. Contacts made to other DASNY personnel
regarding this procurement may disqualify the prospective
bidder and affect future procurements with governmental enti-
ties in the State of New York. For more information pursuant to
this law, refer to DASNY’s website; http://www.dasny.org or the
OGS website; http://www.ogs.state.ny.us.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled on Tuesday, December 20,
2022 at 11:00 AM at Broome DDSO, 249 Glenwood Road,

Binghamton, New York 13905. Contact Daniel Coughlin at
518-588-3197. All prospective bidders are strongly encouraged
to attend.

A complete set of contract documents may be viewed and/or
purchased online from Camelot Print and Copy Centers. Only
those contract documents obtained in this manner will enable
a prospective bidder to be identified as an official plan holder
of record. DASNY takes no responsibility for the completeness
of contract documents obtained from other sources. contract
documents obtained from other sources may not be accurate
or may not contain addenda that may have been issued. In ad-
dition, prospective bidders are advised that the contract docu-
ments for this Project contain new “GENERAL CONDITIONS
for CONSTRUCTION” dated June 17, 2021 that contain signifi-
cant revisions from those documents previously contained in
DASNY’s contract documents. Prospective bidders are further
advised to review applicable sections of these General Condi-
tions for any potential impact on their bid price prior to submittal
of the bid. The plan holders list and a list of interested sub-
contractors and material suppliers may be viewed at DASNY’s
website: http://www.dasny.org. For Bid Opportunities and other
DASNY related news, follow us on Twitter @NYS_DASNY and
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/DASNY-Dormitor-
Authority-of-the-State-of-New-York/307274192739368.

To view the contract documents online, click the following link:
www.camelotplanroom.com or type it into your web browser.
Then click on the Public Jobs link on the left side of the page.
If you would like to purchase the contract documents and
become a registered planholder click the link “Register for

an account” and follow the steps to create a free account (if
you have not previously set one up). Once you have a Login
and Password, log in to the planroom. To order a DIGITAL
DOWNLOAD of the contract documents and be placed on the
bidder’s list, add the Contract Document(s) to your cart and
proceed to the checkout. All major credit cards are accepted
online. A purchase of a digital download is required to become
a registered planholder. Printed sets of the contract documents
are also available to planholders for an additional cost and may
be ordered through the online planroom or by mailing a check.
The purchase of the digital downloads and printed sets are
non-refundable and non-returnable. Please contact Camelot's
Bid Department at (518) 435-9696 or email them at camelot-
bids@teamcamelot.com for more information.

Bid Opening Date: Jan. 11, 2023

Title: City University of New York, Queens College, Razran Hall
Roof Cover Replacement and Asbestos Abatement

Contract: CR9 General Construction
Project# 3545509999

Sealed bids for the above work located at Queens College,
65-30 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11367 will be received
by DASNY at its office located at 515 Broadway, Albany, NY
12207. Each bid must be identified, on the outside of the
envelope, with the name and address of the bidder and des-
ignated a bid for the Project titled above. When a sealed bid
is placed inside another delivery jacket, the bid delivery jacket
must be clearly marked on the outside “BID ENCLOSED” and
“ATTENTION: CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS - DOMINICK
DONADIO.” DASNY will not be responsible for receipt of bids
which do not comply with these instructions.

The Dormitory Authority of the State of New York (‘DASNY”)
has determined that its interest in obtaining the best work at the
lowest possible price, preventing favoritism, fraud and corrup-
tion, and other considerations such as the impact of delay, the
possibility of cost savings advantages and any local history of
labor unrest are best met by use of a Project Labor Agreement
(“PLA") on this Project. The successful low bidder, as a condi-
tion of being awarded this Contract, will be required to execute
the PLA described in the Information for Bidders and included
in the contract documents. See Section 18.0 of the Information
for Bidders of the contract documents for additional information.
All subcontractors of every tier will be required to agree to be
bound by the PLA.

All individuals who plan to attend pre-bid meetings or bid
openings in person will be required to complete and present

a DASNY Visitor Covid-19 Screening Questionnaire, present
government-issued picture identification to building security
officials and obtain a visitors pass prior to attending the bid
opening. The questionnaire and all instructions are located after
Section 19.0 of the Information for Bidders.

Individuals and entities submitting bids in person or by private
delivery services should allow sufficient time for processing
through building security to assure that bids are received prior
to the deadline for submitting bids.

All bid openings will be made available for viewing live via
Zoom at www.zoom.us. To enter the meeting, select “Join

a Meeting” then enter Meeting Id 353 471 6521, Password
351895. Individuals are strongly encouraged to utilize this
public viewing option as an alternative to in person attendance
at bid openings.

Only those bids in the hands of DASNY, available to be read
at 2:00 PM local time on January 11, 2023, will be considered.
Bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud. Bid results can
be viewed at DASNY’s website; http://www.dasny.org.

In accordance with State Finance Law § 139-j and § 139k,
this solicitation includes and imposes certain restrictions on
communications between DASNY personnel and a prospective
bidder during the procurement process. Designated staff for
this solicitation is: Riadh Abdulazziz, Sr. Field Representative,
65-30 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing, New York 11367, 518-941-
4057, rabdulaz@dasny.org (the Owner’s Representative) and
DASNY at ccontracts@dasny.org. Contacts made to other
DASNY personnel regarding this procurement may disqualify
the prospective bidder and affect future procurements with gov-
ernmental entities in the State of New York. For more informa-
tion pursuant to this law, refer to DASNY’s website; http://www.
dasny.org or the OGS website; hitp://www.ogs.state.ny.us.

A Pre-Bid Meeting is scheduled on Thursday, December 22,
2022, at 11:30 AM at DASNY Field Office, Queens College,
65-30 Kissena Boulevard, Flushing, New York 11367. Contact
Riad Abdulazziz at (518) 941-4057. All prospective bidders are
strongly encouraged to attend.

All individuals who plan to attend pre-bid meeting must provide
to the DASNY Representative via email at RAbdulaz@dasny.
org at least 72 hours in advance of pre-bid meeting the full
name, company and email address of any individual attend-

ing the pre-bid meeting. All attendees are required to upload
COVID-19 vaccine information or Negative COVID-19 PCR
Test Results into (CLEARED4) https://www.c4wrk.com/
W3P11p1po6sdf4ux8 to be registered for Campus access. Only
registered individuals will be allowed on Campus.

Prospective bidders are advised that the contract documents
for this Project contain new “GENERAL CONDITIONS for CON-
STRUCTION” dated June 17, 2021, that contain significant revi-
sions from those documents previously contained in DASNY's
contract documents. Prospective bidders are further advised to
review applicable sections of these General Conditions for any
potential impact on their bid price prior to submittal of the bid.

A complete set of contract documents may be viewed and/or
purchased online from Camelot Print and Copy Centers. Only
those contract documents obtained in this manner will enable

a prospective bidder to be identified as an official plan holder
of record. DASNY takes no responsibility for the completeness
of contract documents obtained from other sources. contract
documents obtained from other sources may not be accurate
or may not contain addenda that may have been issued. In ad-
dition, prospective bidders are advised that the contract docu-
ments for this Project contain new “GENERAL CONDITIONS
for CONSTRUCTION” dated June 17, 2021 that contain signifi-
cant revisions from those documents previously contained in
DASNY’s contract documents. Prospective bidders are further
advised to review applicable sections of these General Condi-
tions for any potential impact on their bid price prior to submittal
of the bid. The plan holders list and a list of interested sub-
contractors and material suppliers may be viewed at DASNY’s
website: http://www.dasny.org. For Bid Opportunities and other
DASNY related news, follow us on Twitter @NYS_DASNY and
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/pages/DASNY-Dormitor-
Authority-of-the-State-of-New-York/307274192739368.

To view the contract documents online, click the following link:
www.camelotplanroom.com or type it into your web browser.
Then click on the Public Jobs link on the left side of the page.
If you would like to purchase the contract documents and
become a registered planholder click the link “Register for

an account” and follow the steps to create a free account (if
you have not previously set one up). Once you have a Login
and Password, log in to the planroom. To order a DIGITAL
DOWNLOAD of the contract documents and be placed on the
bidder’s list, add the Contract Document(s) to your cart and
proceed to the checkout. All major credit cards are accepted
online. A purchase of a digital download is required to become
a registered planholder. Printed sets of the contract documents
are also available to planholders for an additional cost and may
be ordered through the online planroom or by mailing a check.
The purchase of the digital downloads and printed sets are
non-refundable and non-returnable. Please contact Camelot's
Bid Department at (518) 435-9696 or email them at camelot-
bids@teamcamelot.com for more information.

Agency contact information may change without notice. Please check with
the appropriate contracting agency for the most up-to-date contact information.
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Economic Outlook

Russia-Ukraine War:

By MICHAEL J. PATON

report from the Dallas
Federal Reserve Bank
assesses the impact from the
Russia-Ukraine war as less
sizeable than those of the 1970s’
oil shocks and more similar in
magnitude to the 1990 oil shock
during the first Gulf War. In
part, this reflects improved
energy efficiency in the U.S.
since the 1970s, mitigating the
higher oil prices. However, the
dependence on Russian energy
importsstill constitutesamajor
global economic risk factor.
The short-term economic
impacts of the war are likely

Russia are modest, although
a commodity prices surge has
pushed inflation higher. In gen-

Assuming the conflict doesn’t spread
outside Ukraine, the supply shock
likely won’t be enough by itself

to derail the U.S. economy, which
expanded in 2021 even as oil prices
rose sharply without any assistance

from Russia.

limited for the U.S. since its
trade ties with Ukraine and

Retiree healthcare

eral, the war has worsened the
largest bout of inflation in the

made simple.

Established in 2005, currently servicing 250+ clients,”

we are the industry leader in the design, implementation,
management & service of group retiree Medicare
Advantage (MA/MAPD) and Medicare Part D (EGWP)
plons.'OG‘Fré’rire'e";qu’rions help plan sponsors save money,

U.S since the 1980s. However,
unlike most other countries,
the U.S. can increase domes-
tic energy production and, to
some extent, agricul-
tural output to partly
offset shortfalls and
restrain price hikes.
However, the ability of
U.S. producers to boost
production quickly and
significantly isstill hin-
dered by supply-chain
bottlenecks, shortages
and variousregulatory,
financial and techno-
logical hurdles.
According to the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund, the war impacts
will flow through three
main channels. As
mentioned, higher prices for
commodities such as food and
energy will push up domestic
inflation further, in turn erod-
ing the value of incomes and
weighingoneconomicdemand.
In 2020 alone, Russia was the
third-biggest supplier of for-
eign petroleum for the U.S.,
accordingtothe U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration,and
responsible for 7% of imported
oil. Two, European economies
in particular will grapple with

extend the life of the benefits, and add a concierge level of
service for both ’rh_e retirees and client staff.

lah oriirst
For any additional information or requests, please contact us:

Toll Free: 800-716-0774 « www.laborfirst.com
3000 Midlantic Drive, Ste. 101 « Mount Laurel, NJ 08054

Economic Effects

disrupted trade, supply chains,
and financial payment as well
as an historic surge in refugee
flows. Finally,reduced business

The short-term economic
impacts of the war are
likely limited for the
U.S. since its trade ties
with Ukraine and Russia
are modest, although a
commodity prices surge has
pushed inflation higher.

confidence and higher investor
uncertainty will weigh on asset
prices, tighteningfinancial con-
ditionsand potentially spurring
capital outflows from emerging
markets.

European countries have
turned to the U.S. to help fill
energy gaps as they seek alter-
native suppliers of oil and gas
in a bid to limit their Russian
energy imports. The U.S. alone
will not be able to fill the cur-
rentgap created by the expected
shiftaway from Russian energy
imports, but the U.S. will still
boost domestic production and
become an even larger global
energy exporter than it cur-
rently is (the U.S. is already
the world’s fourth-largest crude
oil exporter and second-largest
natural gas exporter). To meet
growinglocal and international
demand, the US will have to
accelerate pre-existing plansto
increase output, notably in the
liquid natural gas (LNG) sector.
Estimates by the Economist, (a
British publication) is that by
the end of 2022 the US will have
thelargest LNG exportcapacity
in the world and will overtake
Qatar and Australia in export
volumes in 2023, cementing its
reputation as a major energy
exporter.

On a state-by-state basis, a
Moody’s report finds, for exam-
ple, that Michigan automakers
arehitby continued shortages of
computer chips,assemiconduc-
tor plants deal with cutbacks in
Ukraine’s supplies of neon they
need for lasers. Higher prices
for palladium, used in catalytic
converters and a major Russian
export, also affect carmakers.
In addition, high-end condo-
minium pricesin New York City
and south Florida could fall as
Russianoligarchsarefrozenout
of those markets. States with
greater exposuretothefinancial

markets, like New York and Con-
necticut, are under pressure as
extended hostilities heighten
uncertainty and put a further
big dent in stock prices.
Washington and South
Carolina, the two states
that export the most
proportionally to Rus-
sia and Ukraine, would
also be hurt. Shipments
affected likely would
include transportation
equipment from Wash-
ington and auto parts
from South Carolina.

In sum, the Russian
invasion of Ukraine
represents a negative
supply shock to the na-
tion’seconomy,anevent
that interrupts produc-
tion and raises prices. Assum-
ing the conflict doesn’t spread
outside Ukraine, the supply
shock likely won’t be enough by
itself toderail the U.S. economy,
which expanded in 2021 even as
oil prices rose sharply without
any assistance from Russia.
The complicating factor, and
main danger, according to an
analysis from the New Yorker
Magazine is that the Ukraine
supply shock comes on top of
a global supply shock leftover
fromthe coronaviruspandemic,
which shuttered factories,
snarled international supply
chains and raised the price of
everything. This number of
adverse events has prompted
comparisons to the1970s, when
an oil-price shock combined
with domestic price pressures
led tostagflation and eventually
arecession.

In the longer term, the eco-
nomic scars for the U.S. and the
rest of the globe will depend on
the direction of the war. The
conflict may alter the global
economic and geopolitical
order, leading to a new era of
de-globalizationastrade, energy
and supply chains reconfigure
ordecouple, payment and finan-
cialnetworksfragment,reserve
currency holdings shift, capital
flight problems emerge and
defense alliances reshuffle. The
extent of the impact will also
depend on how long elevated
price pressures last and on how
policymakersrespond toanchor
long-runinflation expectations.

About the author: Michael J.
Paton is a portfolio manager at
Tocqueville Asset Management
L.P Hejoined Tocquevillein 2004.
Hemanages balanced portfolios
and is a member of the fixed-
income team. He can be reached
at (212) 698-0800 or by email at
MPaton@tocqueville.com.

Advertising in

Doesn’t Cost! It Pays!
Call Sharon at 914-631-6070 for information.
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Forecasting Budget Gap

MTA Warns of Higher Fares,
Deferred Capital Projects

NEWYORK—TheMetropoli-
tan Transportation Authority
released its 2023 budget on Nov.
30 and issued warnings of pos-
sible staff reductions, deferred
or cancelled capital projects
and other harsh measures if it
does not secure additional gov-
ernmental funding in light of
continuedlowridership caused
by the COVID pandemic.

The proposed 2023 budget
and four-year financial plan
wasreleased asthe MTA facesa
myriad of negative headwinds,
including the fact that $15 bil-
lion in federal COVID-relief
funds has been drawn down to
$5.6 billion. The proposed 2023
budget assumes $600 million in
additional governmental fund-
ing or alternatively, significant
additional cost-saving MTA
actions.

The proposed financial plan
also contains a roadmap for the
MTAslonger-term fiscal stabil-
ity, safeguards New York’s es-
sential transportationservices,
enhances transit equity, and
provides a sustainable founda-
tion for New York’s continued
economic growth, MTA officials
noted,

The November plan, fol-
lowing recommendations put
forward in the July financial
plan, outlines actions from the
MTA to shrink the structural
deficit from $2.6 billion to $600
million in 2023 and from almost
$3 billion in 2025 and 2026 down

to $1.2 billion. Starting in 2023,
the MTA projects operating ef-
ficiencies yielding $100 million
in savings in 2023 and rising to
$416 million in savings by 2026.

Absent additional govern-
ment funding to address 2023’s
$600 million deficit, further
MTA actions will be necessary,
includingthefaster spend-down
of remaining federal funds,
staffingreductions, higher fare
increases, deferral or cancella-
tion of capital projects, and/or
service reductions.

“The past three years have
proven how essential the MTA
is to the success of the New
York Cityregion—in New York,
robusttransitserviceisascriti-
cal as air and water,” said MTA
Chair and CEO Janno Lieber.
“The budget proposed today
putsusinapositiontocontinue
delivering the essential transit
services that customersrely on
while also prioritizing long-
term fiscal responsibility.”

“In the July financial plan,
we laid out the case for early
action to address the MTA’s
looming fiscal cliff,” said MTA
Chief Financial Officer Kevin
Willens. “Today’s proposed bud-
get and financial plan further
demonstrates the need for new,
dedicated sources of funding
which, combined with MTA
actions to find savings without
limiting service, can greatly re-
duce the fiscal cliff and protect
mass transit for the region.”

Without additional governmental assistance, the MTA warns
of service cuts, staff reductions and delays or cancellations
of capital projects in coming years.

“In my six months at New
York City Transit, I have seen
first-hand that subways, buses,
and paratransitarethelifeblood
of this city, moving 5 million
New Yorkers every day,” said
New York City Transit Presi-
dent Richard Davey. “We are
focused on finding cost-savings
to ensure fiscal stability into
the future while delivering
frequent, reliable service and
achieving a sustained level of
at least 70% customer satisfac-
tion across subway, bus, and
paratransit by June 2024.”

“As we prepare to unveil the
biggest expansion tocommuter
rail service in generations, it
has never been more critical
to provide the quality of ser-
vice that railroad customers

depend on,” said Long Island
Rail Road Interim President
and Metro-North President
Catherine Rinaldi. “As rider-
ship continues to recover, we
are committed to delivering
service while providing the
cost-savings needed to address
long-term fiscal challenges.”

The proposed $19.2-billion
budget assumes the June 2023
restoration of recurring fare
and toll increases, ultimately
providing $373 million in ad-
ditional annual revenue.

In calculating the out-year
deficits, McKinsey & Company
conducted anupdatedridership
forecast, released in concur-
rence with the MTA’s July Fi-
nancial Plan.Inthefour months
since the forecast’s release,

ridership across MTA services
istrackingthemidpoint projec-
tion of theforecast. The farebox
revenue gap based on the McK-
insey forecast when compared
with pre-pandemic fare and
toll revenue projections aver-
ages $2.1 billion from 2022-2026.
The MTA is projected to have
a lower than anticipated 2022
deficit, driven by lower than
forecast expenses and higher
than expected revenues. The
outyear deficits exceed the July
plan, primarily duetoincreased
pension cost projections.

The MTA Board was sched-
uled to meet on Dec. 21 to consid-
er and approve the 2023 budget.

On Nov. 29, New York State
Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli
stated that the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority’s
proposal to reduce budget gaps
through 2028 by an average of
$915million annually by paying
down debt raises questions on
how it will find additional sav-
ings and revenue to fund opera-
tions whenfederalaid runsout.

While the MTA has identi-
fied a targeted $100 million in
unspecified efficiency savings,
this will not be enough to close
its projected deficit of $1.6 bil-
lion starting in 2024 as pointed
out by Mr. DiNapoli in October.
Mr. DiNapoli urged the MTA to
expand ontheseefforts, disclose
specific actions and identify
how they will impact fares and
service delivery.
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LOW BIDS

Argenio Brothers Wins
NYSDOT Culvert Project

ALBANY—The New York State Depart-
ment of Transportation recently reported that
Argenio Brothers Inc. of New Windsor, NY

was the lowest of 10 bidders at $5,575,575 for
five culvert replacements at various locations
in Orange and Ulster counties.

Vad Contractors Lands
Harriman Roof Job

ALBANY—The New York State Thruway
Authority recently reported that Vad Con-
tractors Inc. of Brooklyn, NY was the lowest
of five bidders at $396,150. for replacement of

theroof atthe Harriman Maintenance Section
at M.P. 45.20 in the Town of Harriman, NY in
Orange County in accordance with the plans
and specifications.

Icon Construction Secures
Wilson’s Woods Bid

WHITE PLAINS, NY—The Westchester
County Department of Public Works has an-
nounced that Icon Construction Group, Inc.

of White Plains was the lowest of four bidders
at $3,340,690.81 for Wilson’s Woods Pool improve-
ments in Mount Vernon, NY.

Matthew Driscoll to Step Down
As Thruway Authority Exec. Director

Continued from page 9
conducts a first-hand review
of each of the ten region’s job
creation and economic devel-
opment efforts.

From 2001 through 2009,
he served as the Mayor of
the City of Syracuse. Elected
to two terms, Mr. Driscoll’s
tenure in office was distin-
guished by his environmen-
tal and sustainability initia-
tives. As mayor, his action

planforenergy conservation,
sustainability initiatives
and environmental protec-
tion efforts earned Syracuse
the title of “The Emerald
City” and recognition by
Popular Science Magazine
as one of the nation’s green-
est cities (ranked #17). As
mayor, he also instituted a
performance-based account-
ability program for city gov-
ernment—SyraStat—which

saved millions of dollars
for city taxpayers helping
supportenhancedservicede-
livery. In addition, he helped
makethe City of Syracusethe
first city inthenation to offer
free college tuition to every
student whograduateswitha
Regents diploma. He also led
comprehensive planningand
development of downtown
and neighborhood housing
development.
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TOMORROW,
LIVE FOR TODAY.
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Construction Begins on $3.2B
Penn Station Access Project

Continued from page 1
projects underway will rede-
fine what transit looks like in
the Tri-state area and provide
essential transportation to
communities with limited
options. Today, we celebrate a
milestonethatbringsuscloser
to that reality.”

Inadditiontofournew ADA
stations, the project will turn
theexistingtwo-trackrailroad
into a largely four-track rail-
road, with more than 19 miles
of newandrehabilitated track
work. The expansiontoafour-
track railroad will provide
service flexibility to support
the increase in Metro-North
and Amtrak trainsexpected to
operate through the area and
allow for workarounds in the
event of a service disruption,
MTA officials stated.

The additional service
necessitates an expansion of
Metro-North’s New Rochelle
Yard in Westchester, along
withmodernization of signal,
power and communication in-
frastructure. This will consist
of four new interlockings, five
new substations, reconfigura-
tion of the Pelham Bay inter-
locking and upgrade of two
existing substations.

The project also includes
rehabilitation work to repair
and strengthen the following
four bridges to carry ad-
ditional train traffic: Bronx
River Bridge, Eastchester
Road Bridge, Bronxdale Av-
enue Bridge and Pelham Lane
Bridge.

Project Benefits

Significantly cuts down
travel time. East Bronx pas-
sengers traveling to Penn Sta-

tion can save up to 50 minutes
each way, and those traveling
to Connecticut can save up to
75 minutes. As an example,
from the proposed Co-Op City
stationto Penn Station ittakes
about 75 minutes to reach
Penn Station, with completion
of Penn Station Access, the
travel time is expected to be
only about 25 minutes. Cur-
rent New Haven Line riders
with destinations on the west
side can save up to 40 minutes
per day.

Increase in reverse com-
muting opportunities. Re-
verse commuters will be able
to more easily travel from
Penn Station to Hunts Point,
Parkchester/VanNest, Morris
Park, Co-op City, Westchester
and southern Connecticut.

Local economy benefits
and improved sustainabil-
ity. Improving access to the
East Bronx, Westchester and
Connecticut will benefit local
educational campuses, medi-
cal institutions, and retail
centers. By greatly reducing
travel times, Penn Station Ac-
cess will make public transit
a viable, attractive travel
alternative,encouragingdriv-
ers to switch to mass transit,
reducing traffic congestion
and emissions.

With the additional op-
tions, Bronx residents and
also those coming from the
greater New York City area,
Westchester, Connecticut,
andtheNortheastregion, will
be able to more easily reach
destinations throughout the
Northeast with connections
to NJ Transit, LIRR, PATH,
Amtrak and NYCT subways.

Safety watCh Continued from page 15

standard and thereforethe ALJ
utilized a reasonable person
standard—would a “reason-
ably prudent employer” under
the same circumstances have
done more to instruct its au-
thorized operators on driving
the UTV on paved surfaces
with tires that were designed
for off-road use. Here, although
Sentinel appeared to have
initially offered conflictingac-
counts to OSHA’s Compliance
Officer during the investiga-
tionfollowingtheaccident, the
evidence that was submitted
showed that, in fact, Sentinel
had taken adequate steps and

instructionsthat were specific
enoughtoadvise employees of
the hazards associated with
use of this particular equip-
ment and the citation was
vacated.

About the author: Costas Cy-
prus is an associate attorney
practicing construction law
and commercial litigation with
Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLE
in White Plains, NY. He can be
reached at 914-428-2100 and at
ccyprus@wbgllp.com. The arti-
clesinthisseriesdonotconstitute
legaladviceand areintended for
general guidance only.

Mayor Adams:

We Are Going

To Build Everywhere

Continued from page 18

addressthestate’shousingcrisisinher State of the Stateaddress
next month, applauded Mayor Adam’s new housing plan, add-
ing, “We will need every community, every town and every city
to do its part to make housing accessible and affordable for all.”

The Westchester County Board of Legislators voted unani-
mously on Dec. 12 to approve the 2023 county budget. Included
inthebudget is Westchester County Executive George Latimer’s
capital plan, which calls for a total of $90 million in housing
funding—hailed as the largest allocation in county history to
build affordable housing. To support the program, the new
budget includes $40 million for land acquisition ($25 million)
and infrastructure ($15 million) improvements; and $50 million
for the Affordable Housing Investment Fund to further develop

workforce housing.



CONSTRUCTION NEWS, DECEMBER 2022 23

BUILT BETTER | BUILT SAFER | BUILT UNION

Eastern New York Laborers District Council: The NYS Laborers offer:

Samuel Fresina, Business Manager
v Quality workmanship

LOCAL 17, NEWBURGH, L. Todd Diorio, Business Manager v Faster completion of projects
LOCAL 60, WESTCHESTER, Anthony Ascencao, Business Manager V' State-of-the-art skills training
LOCAL 157, SCHENECTADY, lan Joshua Shaul, Business Manager v OSHA-approved safety programs

LOCAL 190, ALBANY, Anthony Fresina, Business Manager V' Certified environmental and
hazardous waste workers

LOCAL 235, WESTCHESTER, Dario Boccarossa, Business Manager

V' Established member benefit programs

LOCAL 754, ROCKLAND COUNTY, Stephen Reich, Business Manager
v Productive alliances
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668 WEMPLE RoaD, Glenmont, New York 12077
PHONE: (518) 462-9350 | FAX: (518) 462-9359




CONSTRUCTION NEWS, DECEMBER 2022

HALCYON CONSTRUCTION CORI

New York City is blessed with natural harbors
We help keep them clean. '

-

Owls Head Sewage Treatment Plant

Brooklyn, NY
Photo by Assad Dilmaghani, VP

65 MARBLE AVENUE
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914-741-1112






