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Coalition Urges Gov. Cuomo, Lawmakers
To Boost NYSDOT Long-Term Capital Plan

By JOHN JORDAN

ELMSFORD, NY—A coalition of
leadingtradeassociationscalled on Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and state lawmakers to
increase capital spending for the main-
tenance, repair and replacement of the
state’s road and bridge network by at
least 20% in the upcoming budget cycle.

At a press conference held on Jan. 17
in Westchester, construction industry
executives united under the banner
Rebuild NY Now joined with officials
of organized labor and elected officials
to decry the conditions of roadways in
Westchester County. The representa-
tives were unanimous in their call to
renew NYSDOT’s multi-year capital
plan, which expires on March 31, 2020.
The group said based on the backlog of
projects and systemic deferred mainte-
nance, the program must be increased
from $29.2 billion to at least $35 billion
over the coming five years.

The event, organized by Rebuild NY
Now, was hosted by Teamsters L.U. 456.

New York State Senator Shelley Mayer (D-WF 37th District) was among ahost
of state, county and local officials on hand to support Rebuild NY Now’s call
for a significant increase in road and bridge funding by New York State. The
event was held at the headquarters at Teamsters L.U. 456 in Elmsford, NY.
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said thatnearly half of New York State’s
local roads and bridges are in fair or
poor condition. She added that local
governments statewide would have to
spend an additional $1.75 billion an-
nually (not including New York City’s
infrastructure) just to bring the system
up to the level of good repair.

Ms. Burke, who is Highway Super-
intendent for the Town of Red Hook in
Dutchess County, said that the Consoli-
dated Highway Improvement Program
(CHIPs) should be increased in the 2020-
2021 budget from $438 million a year to
$588 million; the Bridge New York pro-
gram should have funding raised from
$100 million a year to $200 million; the
Pave New York fundinglevelshiked from
$100millionto $200 millionandlocaland
federal construction ratcheted up from
$100 million to $200 million.

Among her other recommendations
included the creation of a five-year
$400-million City Routes program to
assist municipalities charged with

Among those calling for more transportation funding
were State Sen. Shelley Mayer, Westchester County
Executive George Latimer and Greenburgh Town Su-
pervisor Paul Feiner. Both officials termed the state’s

infrastructure as a crisis.

The Rebuild NY Now coalition is looking to sway

Gov. Cuomo for the need for increased road and bridge
spending in advance of the 2020 budget which begins
April 1. The governor and State Legislature are facinga
$6-billion budget gap, duemainlytorising Medicaid costs.

Theresa Burke, secretary of the New York State
Association of Town Superintendents of Highways,

maintainingstatetourismroutes, includingnecessary
sewer, water and utility work. Ms. Burke also related
thatthestateshoulddetermine whetherthe Marchiselli
Program is adequately funded at its current annual
level of $39.7 million.

Please turn to page 12

County Sets 20% ‘Realistic’ MWBE Goals

TARRYTOWN—An official
with Westchester County
tasked with revising new hir-
ing goals for its minority and
women business enterprise
program (MWBE) said that
Westchester intends to estab-
lish an MWBE participation
goal of 20% on construction
projects. The county is also
setting a goal of 20% for pro-
fessional services and 10% for
the purchase of goods.

Westchester County Direc-
tor of Economic Development
Bridget Gibbons informed
members of the county’s

MWBE Task Force on Jan.
15 that the county intends to
establishthe MWBE participa-
tion goals for the three catego-
ries following four months of
research and meetings.

Ross Pepe, president of the
Construction Industry Coun-
cil of Westchester & Hudson
Valley, Inc., headquartered
here and a member of the
county’s MWBE Task Force,
said the new 20% participa-
tion policy is workable for the
industry.

Based on the limited avail-
ability and numbers of com-
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“We will now have the time to work
with the Latimer Administration for
a plan having realistic long-term
goal setting and program features
that offer reasonable rules and

procedures.”

—Ross Pepe, CIC President

panies that are registered as
MWBEfirms, the construction
industry strongly objected to
the higher quotas.

“We will now have time to
work with the Latimer Ad-
ministration for a plan hav-
ing realistic long-term goal
setting and program features
thatofferreasonablerulesand
procedures,” Mr. Pepe said.

Ms. Gibbons added in her
memo to task force members
that the newly established
percentages will be increased

over time to be aligned with
New York State’s goals of 30%
MWBE participation.

Other MWBE program
changes are also in the offing
and were to be announced at
anupcomingpress conference
by county government.

Westchester County Execu-
tive George Latimer formed
the county’s MWBE Task
Force in August 2018 chaired
by Deputy County Executive
Ken Jenkins. The task force
was charged with expanding

opportunitiesfor MWBE firms
in Westchester County.

Onanotherfront, Westches-
ter County government and
the Building & Construction
Trades Council of Westches-
ter and Putnam Counties, Inc.
and other industry interests
are in ongoing discussions
concerning workforce rules
pertaining to development
projects that secure incen-
tives from the Westchester
County Industrial Develop-
ment Agency.
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State-of-the-State Address

Gov Calls for $3-Billion
Environmental Bond Act

By JOHN JORDAN

ALBANY—Gov. Andrew
Cuomo this month called for a
bold, $3 billion voter referen-
dum toadvance environmental
protections from the cata-
strophicflooding, theravagesof
climatechangeandtosafeguard
open space.

If hisbond act winsapproval
in the state Legislature, it will
go to the voters on Nov. 3.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nouncedthemeasureathis10th
State-of-the- State Address on
Jan. 8 in Albany. He listed new
initiatives toraiserevenues for
state coffers through arenewed
call for legalized cannabis.

The governor’s agenda also
includes plans to expand the
freecollegetuition program, of-
fer protections for gig economy
workers, paid sick leave and
tax cuts for middle class New
Yorkers and small businesses.

“Ourshipof stateisstronger
than it has been in decades, but
the ocean we navigate isas tem-
pest tossed as we have seen,” he
proclaimed. “Waves of anxiety,
injustice and frustration are
being fanned by winds of anger
and division, creating a politi-
cal and social superstorm, but
these are the times when New
York is called upon to show
leadership and set a course for
atroubled nation,” Gov. Cuomo
announced.

Helabeled his $3-billion “Re-
store Mother Nature” Bond Act
as the nation’s most aggressive
program forhabitatrestoration
and flood reduction.

“We must develop the solu-
tiontoharmfulalgaebloomsbe-
forethey destroy our waterways
and I will challenge Clarkson
University and SUNY ESF to
dojust that,” hesaid. “We must
expand artificial reef develop-
ment to strengthen our marine
ecosystem. We must restore
fisheries, streamsand wetlands.
We must conserve more forest
areas. We must replant more
trees. Wemuststop thenitrogen
runoffs. The Restore Mother
NatureBond Act willfund those
investments and more around
the state,” the governor said in
his State of the State address.

While short on specifics,
representatives of both the
construction industry and
the environmental protection
sectors praised the “Restore
Mother Nature” proposal.

“Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s call
toaction, which includesavoter
referendum in Novembertocre-
ate a $3 billion Environmental
Bond Act, isunparalleled in the
history of New York State,” said
John J. Cooney, Jr., executive
director of the Construction
Industry Council of Westches-
ter & Hudson Valley, Inc. “It is
arriving in the nick of time.
After a decade of more than
a dozen storms that caused
severe flooding and havoc, it is
now time to harden our assets
and protect public and private

property from the ravages of
climate change.”

Mr. Cooney described the
need as ‘“staggering,” and it
follows up on the state’s highly
successful statewide clean wa-
terinfrastructure programnow
inplaceforlocalmunicipalities.

The CIC executive also cited
the critical need to advance an
equally aggressive new five-
year capital transportation
planbeginning on April 1,2020.
“The backlog of capital road
and bridge projects in the state,
coupled with the growing de-
mand for newmobility services,
will require a funding level in
the range of $35 billion to $40
billion,” hesaid, noting that the
investment calculates out to a
20% increase over the current
program of $29.2billion, which
expires March 31, 2020.

Among Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s major proposals outlined in his
State of the State Address was a $3-billion Restore Mother
Nature environmental bond act.

“In both environmental
activism and transportation
services, local communities
cannot do it alone,” Mr. Cooney

added. “On behalf of some
30,000 construction workers
and 600 employers throughout
the region, we applaud Gov.

Cuomo for addressing the new
realities of climate change and
responding with a plan that
both protects our environment
and benefitslocal economies for
every resident and business in
New York State.”

In a prepared statement,
Riverkeeper’sLegislative Advo-
cacy Manager Jeremy Cherson
expressed the organization’s
support for the $3-billion bond
referendum.

“’Restore Mother Nature’
can give New York’s animals
stressed by the climate crisis
and years of exploitation a
fighting chance to recover
and thrive,” Mr. Cherson said.
“Nearly all of the Hudson
River’siconicfishareinserious
long-term decline, including
the ecologically and economi-
cally important striped bass.
State investments protecting
vulnerable animals and their
habitatsalsohelpcommunities
across the region at risk from

Please turn to page 6

the region.

Our members share concerns for conservation.
It bothers us that up to 130 million gallons of
New Jersey’s drinking water are wasted every
day due to aging underground pipes.

WE PROMOTE CONSERVATION.

Local 825 Operating Engineers are trained to install
water infrastructure efficiently and without impacting
the environment. In New York, we are part of a team that
will save 138 million gallons of drinking water every day,
delivering clean water to millions of homes throughout

We believe in conservation and renewal that will only come
with a commitment to infrastructure upgrades, before a
serious or prolonged water shortage forces us to act.

ON TIME. ON BUDGET. ON TARGET.

Developers and contractors turn to Local 825
Operating Engineers to get big things done safely, on
time and on budget. Our members are experienced,
licensed, credentialed and ready to work, day one.

WE SAVE WATER

OUR MEMBERS PREVENT SPILLS
AND BRING CLEAN WATER TO YOUR TAP

International Union of Operating Engineers.
~ LOCAL 825
Greg Lalevee, Business Manager
BETTER BUILDING BEGINS HERE
WWW.IUOE825.0RG
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Regnonal Labor, Elected Officials See
Strong Market for Construction in 2020

By JOHN JORDAN
CHESTER, NY—Con-
struction activity in the
Mid-Hudson Valley will
continue to pump up
the region’s economy in
2020, according to recent
outlooks provided by
leaders of the Building
& Construction Trades
and top county officials
in Orange and Rockland.
Labor officials pre-
sented a lengthy project
list of both public and
privatework projectsthat
arebreakingoutthisyear
to drive the sector and to
spur overall economic
activity in the coming
months and years ahead.
ThemeetingondJan.14
drew more than 40 lead-
ers from the public and
private sector to the sixth an-
nual joint labor-management
coalition called the Hudson
Valley Construction Industry
Partnership (HVCIP) to also

Ed Day
Rockland County Executive

discuss trends and issues af-
fecting the industry this year.
Included were comments by
Rockland County Executive
Day (see story, pagel2) and
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Orange County Executive
Steven M. Neuhaus (see
story, page 10).

L. Todd Diorio, presi-
dentof theHudson Valley
Building & Construction
Trades Council of New-
burgh, NY, began the
luncheon presentations
at Glenmere Mansion
herenotingthatmany in-
dustryobserversbelieved
work would slow down in
2019 in the Mid-Hudson
Valley, but that was not
the case.

“It has been a great
year. Looking back, 2019
finished strong,” he said.
“Man-hours were right
around what they were
the year before...which
was probably a record
year for this area. We
keep moving forward. Every
time we think it’s going to get
slower, something else comes
up.”

Also serving as business
manager of Laborers L.U. 17
in Newburgh, Mr. Diorio said
he expects continued strong

Chris Alund

NYS Department of Labor

construction activity in 2020
and then listed a host of major
projects in the pipeline that
could begin construction in
2020.

The firm Glide Path is plan-

ning to build battery storage

project is still expected to be
built, with 95% union labor.
The site and concrete work on
the Medline development isbe-
ing performed by union labor,
he reported.

Mr. Diorio also noted that

government hasbeen governed
by aPLA.

School construction will
also keep the trades busy in
2020. Mr. Diorio related that
the Newburgh school district
has $180 million worth of

the Hudson Valley
Building & Con-
struction Trades
Council has negoti-
ated a project labor
agreementwiththe
ownership of Wood-
bury Common Pre-
mium Outlet for its
latest expansion.
The Trades Council
also has a commit-
ment for a PLA
with Danskammer
Energy on its pro-
posed more than
$450-million energy
plant conversion
project that is cur-
rently inthe Article 10 process,
he reported.

The HVBCTC is soon ex-
pected to sign its first major
PLA in Dutchess County on
the Dutchess County Jail
project. Mr. Diorio
said details of the
PLA were finalized
inmidJanuary,and
it is now before the
stakeholders of the
project. The build-
ingtradeshavealso
reached a PLA with
Dutchess County
BOCES for proj-
ect work with that
agency.

Other PLAs ne-
gotiated on pend-
ingprojects include
work at the Purple
Heart Museum;
$95-million of work
with the New York
State Bridge Au-
thority on the New-
burgh-Beacon Bridge; work
on Route 28 in Esopus (Ulster
County) and Transfer Station
No. 2 in Orange County.

Mr. Diorio said that over
the years, any major project
undertaken by Orange County

Steven Neuhaus
Orange County Executive

work planned. A PLA has been
signed with the school district
in connection with that work,
as well as with the Marlboro
School District for planned
capital projects there.

In addition, infrastructure
work with the New York City
Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, as well as
multiple projects at the U.S.
Military Academy at West
Point are also keeping trades-
men off thebenchesatvarious
union halls.

After work on the Exit 131
project adjacent to Woodbury
Commonwascompleted earlier
this year, union tradesmen are
now busy on the utilities, infra-
structure and building of the
LEGOLAND New York resort
project less than 10 miles away
on Route 17 in Goshen. Cur-
rently there are some 450-500
trades workers on that project.
Workforce totals at the site are
expected toramp up inadvance
of the resort’s opening, which
is slated for this July.

Stephen Reich, secretary/
treasurer of the Building &
Construction Trades Council
of Rockland and businessman-
ager of Laborers Local No. 754

facilities in New Wind-
sor (Orange County),
the town of Ulster, the
Town of Lloyd and in
Greene County. The New
‘Windsor projecthasbeen
valued at approximately
$30 million, according
to a published report in
the Middletown Times-
Herald Record.
Twomajor warehouse
distributionfacilitiesare
also in the approval pro-
cess—Project Sailfish,
which is believed to be
Amazon, and the Medline
project—in the Town of
Montgomery. Both are
approximately $100-mil-
lion developments, and
both have garnered their

shareof local opposition.

Despite the resistance
onthelocallevel, Mr. Dio-
rio said that the Sailfish

L. Todd Diorio,
Hudson Valley Building &
Construction Trades Council

in Chestnut Ridge, said
the past four years have
produced record-setting
man-hours for the trades
in that county.

However, heseesactiv-
ity transitioning to what
hebelieves will be amore
challenging period over
the comingtwo yearsdue
to a drop in work in the
very limited marketarea.

Mr. Reich expectssome
NYSDOTroadandbridge
projects to be awarded in
2020 as well as a number
of New York State Thru-
way Authority bridge
projects.

School construction is
another source of work
for the building trades
in Rockland County, he
noted. School districts
in Pearl River, Clark-
Please turn to page 20
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EQUIPMENT
RENTALS
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State-of-the-State Address

Continued from page 3
sea-level rise and increased
flooding through projects such
as wetland restoration.”

“If we don’t invest in the
environment, if wedon’tdoour
parttostop climate change then
we’ll have nothing,” said Sen.
David Carlucci, D-Clarkstown,
inareport in the Albany Demo-
crat and Chronicle.

Otherhighlightsof the State
of the State address included
the governor’s proposal to le-
galize cannabis and creating a
new Office of CannabisManage-
ment to oversee the medical,
adult-use and hemp programs.
The proposal limits the sale of
cannabis products to adults
21 and over and establishes
stringent quality and safety
controls, including oversight
over the packaging, labeling,
advertising and testing of all
cannabis products. These ef-
forts will be done in coordina-
tionwiththeneighboringstates
of Connecticut, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. The governor
will also propose creating a
firstof itskind Global Cannabis
and Hemp Center for Science,
Research and Education with
SUNY and other partners.

Other economic develop-
ment/business proposals of-
fered by the governor include
reducing the corporate tax rate
for small businesses from 6.5%
to 4%; tripling the current in-
comeexclusionforfarmersand
sole proprietors; making the
investment tax credit refund-
able for farmers and repealing
the penalty on S corporations
forunderpayment of estimated
taxes.

Another initiative calls for
thecontinuation of amulti-year
effort to lower personal income
tax rates for middle-class New
Yorkers. In 2020, the third year
of the multi-year tax cuts en-
acted in 2016, income tax rates
have been lowered from 6.85%
to 6.09% for taxpayers in the
$40,000-8150,000 income bracket,
and to 6.1% in the $150,000-
$300,000 income bracket. These
cuts are expected to save New
Yorkers over $1.8 billion this
year. Furthermore, income tax
rates will continue to drop to
5.5% fortaxpayersinthe $26,000
to $150,000 tax bracket and 6%
inthe $150,000-$300,000 bracket.
When the cuts are fully phased
in, middle class taxpayers will
have received an income tax
rate cut up to 20%, amounting
to a projected $4.2 billion in
annual savings for six million
filers by 2025.

Twoothersignificant propos-
als involve expanded efforts
to improve Penn Station and
upgrade the Erie Canal.

The governor has proposed
to redevelop the full city block
south of Penn Station to add
rail capacity. The expansion

would increase overall track
capacity by nearly 40% by add-
ing at least eight new tracks to
theexisting21tracks, dramati-
cally increase passenger termi-
nal capacity, ease congestion
with widened sidewalks and
prominent subway entrances,
and add new development
opportunities on adjoining
parcels that will transform the
area. As part of this plan, the
governor further proposes to
exploreacquiringthe Madison
Square Garden Theater to cre-
ate anew 8th Avenue entrance
to the existing Penn Station.
Together, these actions will
combine the Moynihan Train
Hall, existing Penn Station and
theblock south of Penn intoan
interconnected Empire Station
Complex.

Gov. Cuomo is recommend-
ing the New York Power Au-
thority approve a $300-million
investment over the next five
years at the board’s January
meeting. A $100-million eco-
nomic development fund will
be invested in communities
along the Canal and a separate
$65-million investment will be
devoted to solutions that will
help prevent ice jams and relat-
ed flooding in the Schenectady
area. The remaining $135 mil-
lion of the plan’s funding will
subsequently be allocated to
research recommended by the
state’s Reimagine Task Force,
aswellastosolutionsrelated to
flood mitigation, invasive spe-
cies prevention and ecosystem
restoration.

Other staples of the gover-
nor’s platform in 2020 will be
funding for affordable housing
and to help stem the increase
in homelessness in New York
State.

“This year, I will propose
that we commit the largest
amount of funding in the his-
tory of the State of New York
to help the homeless and build
affordable housing. That is
who we are, that is what we
believe, that’s what we stand
for. But we will also honor the
state’s constitutional respon-
sibility and demand a higher
level of competence and skill
and professionalism from local
governments because without
the right programs, the money
will be wasted and the travesty
will be continued.”

In listing some of the major
economicdevelopment projects
underway in the state, Gov.
Cuomo mentioned the highly-
anticipated LEGOLAND New
York project currently under
constructionin Goshen,NY that
isscheduled to open thisspring.

“LEGOLAND coming to the
Hudson Valley, 1,300 jobs. T love
LEGOLAND. Yes kids, that is
your nextvacation, we’re going
to LEGOLAND,” the governor
said.
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Regio
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NYS DOT - Region 8

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264126
PIN# 813128
FA Proj.# 2001-8131-283

Project Description: Columbia Co.,
Route 22 pavement restoration project:
Town of Canaan.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 3.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264178
PIN# 881361

Project Description: Columbia,
Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland,
Ulster, Westchester Cos., cleaning,
washing and sealing bridges at various
locations.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 3.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264192
PIN# 881429

Project Description: Columbia,
Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland,
Ulster, Westchester Cos., biennial
roadside vegetation management for
Columbia, Dutchess, Orange, Putnam,
Rockland, Ulster and Westchester coun-
ties.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $20,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 0.00%, WBE: 0.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 20, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264202
PIN# 881510
FA Proj.# 7240-8815-103

Project Description: Westchester Co.,

storm water basin repairs in Saw Mill
River and Farragut Parkways.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $75,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 3.00%

Bid Letting Date: March 4,
2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264169
PIN# 880862,
FA Proj.# Z001-8808-623

Project Description: Ulster Co., bridge
rehabilitation of Wurts St. over Rondout
Creek in the City of Kingston and Town
of Esopus. This is a Best Value Selec-
tion.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~
$2,750,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 8.00%

NYS DOT - Region 9

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264150
PIN# 9TBP20
FA Proj.# Z240-9TBP-203

Project Description: Broome, Chenango,
Delaware, Otsego, Tioga Cos., bridge
-ainting 2020 for Broome, Chenango,
Delaware, Otsego and Tioga counties.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $125,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 3.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 13, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264149

PIN# 980727

FA Proj.# Z001-9807-273

Project Description: Chenango, Dela-
ware, Otsego, Sullivan Cos., 2020 scour
project for 9 bridges throughout region.
Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $20,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 0.00%

NYS DOT - Region 10

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020
Brian DeWald, PE

Sponsored by ENTERGY NUCLEAR

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264134
PIN# 003014

Project Description: Suffolk Co., improve
drainage on Route 454 in the Town of
Islip.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 5.00%

NYS DOT - Region 11

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 6, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264182
PIN# XM1931

Project Description: Bronx, Kings, New
York, Queens, Richmond Cos., main-
tenance cleaning on various highways
throughout NYC.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $200,000.00)
Goals: MBE: 12.00%, WBE: 18.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 20, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264064
PIN# X05172
FA Proj.# Z830-X051-723

Project Description: Queens Co., safety
improvements on Grand Central Park-
way, between Francis Lewis Blvd. and
188th St.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~ $375,000.00)
Goals: DBE: 5.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 20, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264092
PIN# XM1965

Project Description: Bronx, Queens,
Richmond Cos., sign panel replace-
ment, various locations in New York
City.

Bid Deposit: 5% of bid (~ $200,000.00)

Goals: MBE: 12.00%, WBE: 18.00%

Bid Letting Date: Feb. 26, 2020

Brian DeWald, PE

Assistant Director of Construction
New York State Department of Trans-
portation

50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12232
(518) 457-9688

Contract# D264076
PIN# X73580
FA Proj.# Z510-X735-803

Project Description: Queens Co., Vann
Wyck Expressway viaduct rehabilitation
project. This is a Best Value Selection.

Bid Deposit: 5% of Bid (~
$7,500,000.00)

Goals: DBE: 14.00%

Westchester County
DPW

Bid Due Date: Jan. 29, 2020
Contract: 18-501 ($100.)

Title: Resurfacing and Related Improve-
ments, Columbus Avenue (C.R. No. 64)
from Lakeview Avenue to Nannyhagen
Road, a Distance of 2.17 miles, Town of
Mount Pleasant, NY.

Description: The labor, material and
equipment required to mill and resurface
the roadway. Also included are improve-
ments to drainage structures, guide
railing and curb cuts along with replace-
ment of traffic signal loops and restora-
tion of pavement markings to current
standards.

Bid Estimate Range: $6.3 to $6.6 Mil-
lion.

PRE-BID INSPECTION: None Sched-
uled.

Contact: Anthony Ventarola, 914-995-
2565.

Bid Due Date: Jan. 29, 2020
Contract: 18-512 ($100.)

Title: Streambank Stabilization, Fulton
Brook, Town of Greenburgh and City of
White Plains, NY.

Description: The work under this con-
tract consists of providing all necessary
labor, material and equipment required
to restore the floodplain along the Fulton
Brook in the Bronx River Reservation,
just north of the County Center. Work
includes excavation, slope stabilization
with rip rap and live stakes, coir log and
boulder toe installation, manhole reloca-
tion, grading and landscaping.

Bid Estimate Range: $700,000 to
$750,000.

Pre-Bid Inspection: None Scheduled.

Contact: Suzette Lopane, 914-995-
2443,

Agency contact information may change without notice. Please check with
the appropriate contracting agency for the most up-to-date contact information.

INDIAN POINT'S RELIABLE,
LOWER COST ELECTRICITY HELPS
NEW YORK KEEP AND GROW JOBS.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE TRUE VALUE
OF INDIAN POINT TO OUR AREA AT
SAFESECUREVITAL.COM

Indian Point Energy Center ‘ gEntergx
POWERING NEW YORK
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From left, President Scott Tangredi of BOMA Westchester; Robert Weisz of the RPW
Group; Westchester County Executive George Latimer; Timothy Jones of The Robert
Martin Co.; James Fagan of Cushman & Wakefield and James Houlihan of Houlihan-

Parnes Realtors, LLC.

Westchester Developers
Bullish on Market for 2020s

By JOHN JORDAN

WHITE PLAINS—For the approximately 150
real estate and building executives assembled
atarecent buildingand real estate luncheonon
Jan.9,many arehoping that Westchester devel-
oper Robert Weisz is as wise a prognosticator
as he has been a real estate investor.

Mr. Weisz, a principal of RPW Group of Rye
Brook, near the close of the roundtable discus-
sion where he served as the moderator, offered
the following prediction for the Westchester
economy: “Ipredictthatthenextfiveto10years
are going to be the most successful period that
Westchester has seen probably in the last 50
years.” He continued, “Everything is going in
the right direction.”

At the. meeting, Mr. Weisz said there is
less office inventory due to obsolete older
buildings being redeveloped running paral-
lel to the county’s residential market, which
is booming.

With those market forces in place, he noted,
“Thetalentismovingto Westchester and I think
there will be a reversal. In the last 100 years
companies were located where the head of the
companies lived or where it was more conve-
nient for them. CEOs and chairmen, they lived
in Connecticut and Westchester, that’s where
the companies went. Now that has changed,
companies go where talent goes and that talent
is moving to Westchester.”

The BOMA session held at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in White Plains featured panelists
Timothy Jones, CEO of Robert Martin Co. of
Elmsford; James Fagan, senior managing di-
rector of Cushman & Wakefield; and James J.
Houlihan, managing partner, Houlihan-Parnes
Realtors, LLC of White Plains.

The panel wasmostly upbeat about the office,
industrial and flex markets and the prospects
for the burgeoning biotechnology industry in
Westchester County in the years to come.

Mr. Houlihansaid thecommercialreal estate
finance market isstrong with plenty of available
credit at continued historic low rates.

Headded thatatthepresenttimetherearenot
enough dealsfor theamount of creditavailable.
“It is certainly a good time to be a borrower,”
Houlihan said.

However, Mr. Houlihandidlevel some harsh
criticismonthepoliticalleadership in Albany
and New York City. He specifically pointed at
therent reform legislation passed by the New
York State Legislature and signed by Gow.
Cuomo, which he termed as a “game changer”
for the multifamily investment sector in the
New York metro region.

Mr. Houlihan estimated that the value of
rent-regulated multifamily properties likely
decreased by 25% once the rent reform legisla-
tion went into law.

Mr. Fagan said there has been a significant

change in office market utilization, noting that
fiveto10yearsago,a10,000-square-foot require-
ment would house approximately 40 workers.
Today, that same 10,000-square-foot tenant will
house upwards of 65 workers.

“What they (tenants) are looking for is an
experiential fit as opposed to a market fit,” Mr.
Fagan said. He explained that companies are
now looking to locate at properties where a
host of amenities, including fitness and dining
options are available.

Mr. Fagan and Mr. Jones agreed that while
commercial brokers and investors in West-
chester and Fairfield counties are hopeful that
Millennials will eventually look to the suburbs
toraise their families, which will in turn cause
companies to shift operations out of New York
City, the suburbs must offer more affordable
housing options to these young professionals
to succeed.

“If we don’t create housing for these folks
asthey come out of these super-urban environ-
ments, they are going to go someplace else,”
Mr. Fagan said, noting that due to the high
cost of living and operating in the New York
metroregion, many companiesand workersare
flocking to other less expensive markets in the
Southeast and Southwest of the U.S.

Mr. Fagan noted that while markets such as
Austin, TX have seen its workforce numbers
skyrocket inthelastthreedecades, employment
in Connecticut and Westchester has lagged.

“If we don’t do something to attract the
largest generation as they start their family
formations, good luck,” Mr. Fagan warned.

He said that the office market in New York
City isbooming and filling up, and the opportu-
nity is there for the suburbs to take advantage.
However, the amount of growth will depend on
whether the county can provide suitable office
and housing options to the companies and its
workers.

Robert Martin Co’s Jones, who discussed
the strong industrial/flex market and the
company’s recent launch of a biotechnology
division (RMCBIO1) under the leadership of
Lawrence Gottlieb, also indicated the issue
of affordable housing in both the rental and
purchase markets could factor into the health
of the suburban economy in the years ahead.

“We have to figure out a way to provide af-
fordable housing for the people who are leaving
the apartments,” he noted.

Mr: Jones noted that the housing market is
booming in Charlotte, NC where Robert Martin
owns Dunkin Donuts retail stores. He said that
workersareoptingforlonger commutesinorder
to buy a single-family home in the Charlotte
region for $275,000.

He added that Westchester County needs to
notonlydoabetterjobof attractingMillennials,
but also retain talented empty nesters.

LBANY UPDATE

Hudson Highlands State Park, Cold Spring, N

NYS Eyes 4,000 Acres in H.V.
For Parkland, Open Space

ALBANY—Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced as part of hisState
of the State message that New York intends to preserve some 4,000
acres in the Mid-Hudson Valley for open space.

The latest open space acquisitions will expand a host of state
parks, add new trails and viewpoints, as well as conserve ecologi-
cal corridors. The acquisitions represent an investment of $20.6
million in state funding from the Environmental Protection Fund
and Hudson Highlands Conservation Act.

“The Mid-Hudson Valley is home to some of our state’s most
breathtaking natural resources and open space, and we’re com-
mitted to ensuring these views and landscapes are protected for
generations to come,” Gov. Cuomo said. “These investments will
allow us to add ecologically significant lands and new trails to
seven state parks across the region, further promoting tourism
and building on our efforts to strengthen this world-class outdoor
destination.”

State Parks will invest $11.4 million in Environmental Protec-
tion Fund and Hudson Highlands Conservation Act funding to
six parks beginning in 2020, including:

Hudson Highlands State Park Preserve (965 acres) — The
new lands include two parcels:

« A 20-acre parcel that will create new trail routes, provide
new views of West Point and the Hudson River, and connect
Arden Point on the Hudson River with the remainder of Hudson
Highlands State Park;

« The 945-acre Scofield Ridge that will protect the largest
remaining private inholding in the Hudson Highlands, allow a
public trail with breathtaking views and safeguard a significant
ecological and biodiversity corridor through the 8,900-acre park
in Dutchess and Putnam counties.

Minnewaska State Park Preserve (633 acres)-Thepurchase
includes several parcels and is a major addition to the northeast-
ernsection of Minnewaska State Park Preserve in Ulster County,
protecting a wilderness gorge through which the Peterskill stream
flows and several rocky summits, including Dickie Barre, Ronde
Barre and portions of Rock Hill. The assemblage will increase
recreational opportunities on the north end of the park and
protect important views both from the park and the adjacent
Rondout Valley. The acreage will also protect important wildlife
habitat and prevent fragmentation of the forest in the northern
Shawangunk Mountains. The 24,000-acre park in Ulster County
is the third largest state park in New York.

Schunnemunk State Park (158 acres)—Thismajoradditionto
Schunnemunk State Park in Orange County will provideacritical
link to an anticipated public trail between Schunnemunk State
Park and Storm King Arts Center, while protecting the Moodna
Creek watershed.

Sterling Forest State Park (112 acres) — This land will cre-
ate access to the 22,000-acre Sterling Forest State Park and to the
Appalachian Trail from the western side of the park.

Rockefeller State Park Preserve (1 acre) — The parcel will
remedy thelongstandinglack of aformal entry to Rockwood Hall,
ahistoricand impressiveriversidesection of the nearly 1,800-acre
preserve in Westchester County, allowing appropriate sighage and
parking for public access.

Fahnestock State Park (150 acres) — This property will
protect natural resources as well as connect the park to a local
Scout Reservation that has a trail open to the public. The state is
acquiring thisthrough a partnership with the Hudson Highlands
Land Trust.

The preservation of nearly 2,000 acres of open space in the
region is already underway with previously acquired parcels,
including some of the largest tracts of privately held land in
the Shawangunk Mountains and Hudson Highlands west of the
Hudson River, including: 808 acres at Schunnemunk State Park,
740 acres at Minnewaska State Park Preserve, 404 acres at Harri-
man State Park and 30 acres at the Hudson Highlands State Park.

More ALBANY UPDATE on page 18
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Attorney's Column

Appellate Court Finds Personal Liability Against
Contractor’s Principal Based on Independent Fraud

By THOMAS H. WELBY, PE., ESQ. And GREGORY J. SPAUN, ESQ.

n many situations,

the utility of com-
mencing a lawsuit
against a business
entity, such as a cor-
poration or a limited
liability company, is
questionable—particu-
larly where the target
of the lawsuit has nu-
merous other claims
and lawsuits against it. The
chief concern is whether the
defendantisadequately capital-
ized to satisfy the claims of its
creditors;i.e.: whether aresult-
ing judgment will actually be
collectible. Accordingly, many
plaintiffs also name corporate
principals in an attempt to
reach through the corporation
and into another pocket from
which to collect. The burden
in piercing a corporate veil is
highbecause the whole purpose
of a business entity is to shield
its principals from individual
liability. However, an appellate
court, in the recent case of
Belle Lighting, LLC v Artisan
Construction Partners, LLC,
reminds us that there are other
ways that corporate principals
canbereached personally, even
without having to pierce the
corporate veil.

Background

In 2016, Belle Lighting en-
tered into a contract with Arti-
san Construction Partners for
Belle to provide lighting and
electrical supplies to Artisan
in connection with several
construction projects, including
one located at 1411 Broadway
in Manhattan. Belle provided
the required materials, but was
never paid by Artisan. After
Artisan ceased operations, Belle
discovered that Artisan’s prin-
cipal, James Galvin, had forged
lien waiversfrom Artisan’ssub-
contractors and suppliers, in-
cludingBelle, inordertoget paid
by the project’s owner. Based on
that, Bellenotonly sued Artisan
onthebreach of contractclaim,
butalsosued Galvin, personally,
to pierce the corporate veil and
hold himliable for Artisan’s ob-
ligations, and also for the fraud
based on the forgery. Galvin
was ultimately convicted and
sentenced to one-and-a-half to
four-and-a-half years in prison
for the forgery. Unfortunately,
the forging of lien waivers and
otherdocuments isnot unheard
of in our industry.

After discovery, Bellemoved
for summary judgment on its
complaint, including its claim
to pierce the corporate veil.
Artisan and Galvin opposed,
simply claiming there were
questions of fact that needed to
be sorted out by a jury.

Decision

The trial court granted
Belle’s motion from the bench
and, on appeal, an appellate
courtaffirmed. Inaffirmingthe
grant of summary judgment to
Belle, the appellate court noted

thatalthough Bellefailed tosat-
isfy the requirements to pierce
Artisan’scorporate veil, Galvin
couldnonethelessbeheldliable
to Belle based on his commis-
sion of a tort (here, the fraud
of forgery), even though his
participation in the fraud was
for the corporation’s benefit.
Accordingly, judgment was en-
tered against both theinsolvent
corporation and its principal.

Comment

While the appellate
court once again refer-
enced the high burden
required to pierce a
corporate veil—here,
even the act of forgery
and aresultingcriminal
conviction was not suf-
ficient—it is important
to remember that there
is more than one way to
skinaproverbial cat. One must
look to the specific behavior
of the corporate principal to
determine whether that be-
havior is merely the action of
a businessperson (even a bad
one), or whether it rises to the
level of independently tortious
conduct.If thelatter isthe case,
then one can sue the principal
on the tort and need not go
through the rigorous exercise

It is important to remember that there is
movre than one way to skin a proverbial
cat. One must look to the specific
behavior of the corporate principal

to determine whether that behavior is
merely the action of a businessperson
(even a bad one), or whether it rises to the
level of independently tortious conduct.

of attemptingtohold him or her
liable on the pierced-through
contract claim.

About the author: Thomas H.
Welby, an attorney and licensed
professionalengineer, is General
Counsel to the Construction In-
dustry Council of Westchester
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andthe Hudson Valley, andis the
Jfounder of thelawfirmof Welby,
Brady & Greenblatt, LLE, with
offices located throughout the
Tri-State/ Greater Metropolitan
Region. Gregory J. Spaun, an
attorney and a partner with the
firm, co-authors this series with
Mr. Welby.
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BOCES Plans Symposium for School Officials
To Showcase Constructmn Career Opportunities

From left: Deputy Superintendent Lou Riolo of Putnam Northern Westchester
BOCES hosted Matt Ross of the North Atlantic States Regional Council of
Carpenters who spoke in late December about career opportunities in the
Carpeters Union with construction masonry teacher Erik Cantamessa and
George Drapeau of the Construction Industry Council.

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NY—In-
vited school administrators from 18
districts in the region heard construc-
tion industry representatives discuss
employment opportunities at the an-
nual information symposium hosted
at the Putnam Northern Westchester
BOCES Career and Technical Educa-
tion Center here in late December.

Those attending included school ad-
ministrators and counselors, psycholo-
gists, and social workers. Representing
theconstructionandbuildingindustries
were Matt Ross of the North Atlantic
States Regional Council of Carpenters
and George Drapeau of the Construction
Industry Council of Westchester & Hud-

son Valley, Inc., based in Tarrytown, NY.

According to the Bureau of Labor
statistics, employment of construction
laborers is projected to grow 11% from
2018 to 2028, much faster than the aver-
age for other occupations.

ThemorningsessiononDec.21 wasa
precursor to amajor exposition BOCES
is organizing in late May 2020. BOCES
plans to invite thousands of parents
and their children in high schools and
middle schools in a four-county area
thatalso includes Rockland and Orange
counties to meet with representatives
of the Building Trades and contractors
to discuss apprenticeship training and
employment prospects.

Orange County Exec. to Seek RFP
For Development at Camp LaGuardla

By JOHN JORDAN

CHESTER, NY—Orange
County Executive Steven Neu-
haus told a group of construc-
tion and organized labor lead-
ers earlier this month that the
county will put out a Request
for Proposals for future devel-
opment at the county-owned
former Camp LaGuardia prop-
erty in Chester and Blooming
Grove, NY.

Mr. Neuhaus, who appeared
at the Jan. 14 meeting of the
Hudson Valley Construction
Industry Partnership meeting
at Glenmere Mansion here,

told CONSTRUCTION NEWS
that he remains hopeful that
Great Wolf Lodge Resorts Inc.
will develop a resort facility in
Orange County and possibly on
the Camp LaGuardia property.

Back in late August 2018,
County Executive Neuhaus
reported that the hospitality
firm was considering a “hand-
ful” of potentialsitesin Orange
County, including the former
Camp LaGuardia men’s home-
less shelter complex in Bloom-
ing Grove and Chester, for a
Great Wolf Lodge. The resort
was to include a large hotel as

wellasanexpansive indoor and
outdoor water park.

However, no deal has yet
materialized. Mr. Neuhaus
noted therehasbeenachangein
ownership at the company and
that he held talks in December
and had further discussions
again with the new leadership
on Jan. 14.

He said the company’s new
leadershiphasgiven Great Wolf
“thegreenlighttomove forward
on projects that were on the
(back) burner, including ours.”

There are a lot of sites in
Orange County that make

sense for the company and one
in particular that has sparked
interest is the former Camp
LaGuardiasite, henoted. Other
potential properties that could
work for Great Wolf is the Loop
project in Newburgh, that had
been proposed for a large retail
complex afew yearsago,aswell
astheformer Nepera Chemical
property inHarriman,henoted.
Mr. Neuhaus said he would
like Great Wolf Lodge to locate
at the former Camp LaGuardia
site, telling the newspaper that
he is not “married” to the idea
Please turn to page 18

Orange County Executive
Steven Neuhaus reviews a
map of the Camp LaGuardia
property during a tour of the
nearly 260-acre complex several
years ago. FILE PHOTO
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Safety Watch

Suicide Rates in Construction
Beg National Attention

By GEOFFREY S. POPE, ESQ.

Having worked on these
articles for 14 years, I was
startled to learn only recently
that construction workers
(who in the statistical studies
are coupled with miners and
other “extraction” workers)
are the second highest job
classification for the risk of
suicide. Construction workers
take their own lives at a rate
roughly four times the overall
US. average.

Thecurrentopioid epidemic,
while compounding the risk
factorsforsuicidegenerally has
stricken construction workers
especially hard, as that demo-
graphic frequently suffers in-
juriesthatlead to prescriptions
for pain medications, which
may lead to addiction.

Opioid abuse is associated
witha75% increasedlikelihood
of a suicide attempt.

Another exacerbatingfactor
is that military veterans, with
their mission-oriented way of
looking at life, often “enlist” in
constructionwork after leaving
theservice. Vets,many of whom
have experienced physical and
emotional trauma, are a de-
mographic that, overall, has a
suicideriskapproximately 50 %
higher than those never in the
military.

There are multiple addition-
alfactors that contribute to the
elevated risk of suicide among
construction workers. Such fac-
tors include heavy workloads,
tough, physical work and wear
on the body, time and other
performance pressures, travel
and family separation, issues
with drugs, alcohol, and gam-
bling, sleep issues due to shift
work, few lasting workplace
connections due to limited
project duration and a largely-
transient workforce,jobinsecu-
rityand thefear of redundancy,
seasonal unemployment and
end-of-project furloughs (and
associated financialissues) and
aculturethatincludesstoicism,
risk-taking, “old school” tough-
ness, and bullying.

The most at-risk demo-
graphic for suicide is white
males between ages 45 and 54,
a group well-represented in
the construction workforce.
Overall, most people who die
of suicide are of working age,
and most people spend more
time, by far, in the workplace
than they spend at home with
their families.

There are no OSHA stan-
dards requiring risk recogni-
tion training, mental health
screening, crisis intervention,
the provision of employee as-
sistance programs, or other
measures aimed at preventing
suicide.

Nevertheless, you ought
to consider including men-
tal health issues and suicide
prevention in your safety
program. Supervisory andnon-

supervisory employees should
betrained torecognize warning
signs. Among the more obvious
signs are talking about want-

matic signs include increased
tardiness and absenteeism,
an increase in drug or alcohol
use, decreased pro-
ductivity and self-

confidence, isolation 6 n sty ction workers (who

from (orconflict with)

co-workers, extreme @re coupled in the statistical
studies with miners and other
or agitated behavior.  “extraction” workers) are the

mood swings, and
reckless, impulsive,

Risk factors for

manliness and self-sufficiency,
and disdains seeking help for
mental health issues.

thought, one or more of your
close friends and family mem-
bers have had them, whether
you know of it or
not. Most people over-
come such thoughts,
and many go on to
happy and fulfilled
lives.

Showing support
for people who are
struggling, and pos-

suicide also include Second highest job classification sibly wrestling with

divorce or other re-  for the risk of suicide.

lationship losses, a

suicidalthoughtswill
oftenmakeahugedif-

history of trauma, Comnstruction workers take their ference. Demonstra-

major illnesses, pri-
or suicide attempts,

own lives at a rate roughly four

tions of compassion
and support can have

suicides among fam-  times the overall U.S. average. a major effect on a

ily members or close

troubled individual’s

ing to die, or feelings of being friends, financial

trapped, or hopeless, or a bur-  stresses, access to guns, a lack
dentoothers,orindicationsthat of a personal or professional
oneisgettinghis(or,rarely,her) support network, and a cul-
affairs in order. Other, lessdra-  tural background that stresses

- We can provfde you with the woild’sTargest
| or smallest trench box or shoring system

« Get high production numbers while
keeping your workers safe

- We will show you how with our
on-site supervision.

- Contact us for the world’s
very best shoring

- We will deliver on time, every time. |
We'll bring it with our fleet of trucks;
where you want it,

. E
when you want it, EVEBYT'M

- We have been told by our customers
that “no one beats our service”
So don’t take our word for it,
just ask the people who use
our product

G
Thoughts of suicide do not connection.
typify weak or unworthy indi-
viduals. Chances are, even if
you have never had a suicidal

RENTALS
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SERVICE
REPAIRS

See our Entire Line
Call for Catalogs Including:
Rock Boxes ¢ Road Plates

MightyLite e Hydraulic Shoring

Factory & Corporate Office:
207 LAKE STREET (Route 32)

NEWBURGH, NY, 12550
1.845.562.4477

Call us for local Metropolitan New York,
New Jersey and Connecticut inquiries.
Factory Direct Stores:

For New England: Maine, Vermont,
New Hampshire and Western NY State

Call our Boston area location:

283 E Cherry Street
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

1.508.842.2822

For the Mid- Atlantic Region: Eastern Pa,
So. Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Vlrglma

Call our Baltimore
06 P

mood and sense of

Management, human re-
sources and safety personnel
Please turn to page 22
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Coalition Urges Gov. Cuomo, Lawmakers

To Boost NYSDOT Five-Year Capital Plan

Continued from page 1

“Thesesuggested increas-
es are necessary in order to
provide the public with a
safe and functional trans-
portation system, one that
supports jobs and economic
growth for our communi-
ties,” she said.

“This is such an impor-
tant partnership,” added
Sen. Shelley Mayer (D-West-
chester). “Rebuild NY Now
pledgestopush theexecutive
(branch) to put the money
into the budget for a five-
year capital plan that makes
sense for all of our districts,
all of our regions and all of the state—and our
neighbors and our friends—who are busy in
good union jobs doing the work that we know
needs to be done.”

Sen. Mayer said that she and her colleagues
have fought hard to secure funding for 1-684
improvements and for Route 100 (Central Av-
enue) from Tuckahoe Road south—upgrades
that were both not part of NYSDOT’s five-year
capital plan.

“Theseare essential partsof our infrastruc-
ture and should be part of our five-year plan,”
shesaid. “They should be long-term structural
investments thatmakesense for thedriversand
the people of our community.”

John Cooney, Jr., executive director of
the Tarrytown-based Construction Tndustry
Council of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc.
(CIC) said, “Funding of our infrastructure is

Westchester County Executive George Latimer stressed that the
federal government must also help fund the improvement of
the region’s deteriorating road network and pass a long-term

transportation funding plan.

a smart investment. Our investment is falling
behind. It puts people to work and provides
living-wage jobs.”

Insubsequent testimony to a New York State
panel on transportation, Mr. Cooney empha-
sized, “Itisevident that our federal government
continues to neglect highway funding, so it be-
comestheresponsibility of allstates, including
New York State, to increase thelevel of highway
spending to address the backlog and stay cur-
rent with maintenance and improvements.”

Among the host of elected officials who of-
fered remarks at the press event included State
Sen. Peter Harckham, who said that examples
of the state’s crumbling infrastructure are
evident on many state roads and bridges and
should make the case for “the pressing need
to repair, restore and renovate our critical
infrastructure, especially roadways, bridges
and transportation hubs.”

While acknowledging Gov. Cuomo’s call for a
$3-billionenvironmentalbond actand a projected
$6-billion budget deficit, Sen. Harckham told
CONSTRUCTION NEWS that the state can find
the necessary revenue and funding sources to
improve itsroadsand bridges. He noted thatlend-
ingrates are at historic low levels at the moment.

“It’s time for comprehensive investments in
ourstate’sinfrastructure, strong, collaborative
leadership and a momentous commitment to
assessing what needs to be done—and then
completing the work,” Sen. Harckham said.
“Moreover, these investments are proven to
grow our economy, attract business and create
good-paying jobs.”

On Tues., Jan. 21 Gov. Andrew Cuomo re-

Photo Credit/DAVID ROCCO

State Sen. Peter Harckham (D-WF 40th District) believes the
state can find the revenue to adequately fund highway and
bridge repairs, in spite of a $6-billion state budget deficit.

Photo Credit/DAVID ROCCO
leased his FY2020-21 budget proposal containing
hisproposal for a two-year, $11.9 billion plan for
the state’s DOT capital program.

“Wearedisappointed with thetwo-year term
of the proposed capital plan but we understand
that it is impractical to plan an overall trans-
portation investmentlackinga federalhighway
authorization,” CIC’s Mr. Cooney opined. “We
encourageall New York State government lead-
ers to fund a NYSDOT five-year capital plan in
therangeof $35billionto$40billionassoonasa
federalhighway funding planisreauthorized.”

A host of organized labor leaders were on
handattheJan. 17 pressconference in EImsford,
NY, tolend support to the Rebuild NY Now’s ef-
forts. Amongthemembersof organizedlaborin-
cluded: Edward Doyle, president of the Building
& Construction Trades Council of Westchester
& Putnam Counties; Jeff Loughlin, business
manager of Operating En-
gineers L.U. 137; Stephen J.
Reich, business manager of
Laborers L.U. 754; Anthony
Ascencao, businessmanager
of LaborersL.U.60and Barry
Russell, businessmanager of
Teamster’s L.U. 445.

Teamsters L.U. 456 Presi-
dent Louis Picani said the
turnout at the event and
participation by the many
construction management
and organized labor orga-
nizations, along with the
support of elected officials
from state, county and local
governments, clearly show
that infrastructure funding must be a priority.
More than 80 people attended the press confer-
ence and rally.

“The neglect and erosion of infrastructure
in New York State and here in Westchester
County is an unfortunate sight,” Mr. Picani
said. “We were provided with stronginfrastruc-
ture proudly built by generations before us
and because of the lack of maintenance those
foundations that were once resilient are now
crumbling beyond repair.”

He continued, “Rebuilding and revitaliz-
ing our transportation infrastructure should
be prioritized to address the crucial role for
employees of present and future generations.
Action needs to be taken immediately to rem-
edy this infrastructure crisis as conditions are
worsening with each passing day.”

Westchester County Executive Latimer said
the county has been attempting to increase
capital spending on county roadways and
noted that the federal government must also
commit to increased spending and a long-term
transportation infrastructure spending plan.

“Federalinfrastructure improvementshould
be the bi-partisan issue of America today,” Mr.
Latimer said. “There should be a discussion of
the ways and means but not a discussion of the
necessity of doing it.”

Analigned organizationcalled 17-Forward-86
is advocating for $500 million to be included
in the next NYSDOT capital plan to fund the
expansion of Route 17 in Orange County and to
undertakethe improvementsneeded to upgrade
thevitalroadway tofederal interstate standards
to become I-86.

Despite the bids coming in over budget, Rockland County
Executive Ed Day vowed the job to build new Rockland
County Highway Department facilities will move forward.

Rockland Highway Garage Project
Will Move Forward: County Exec, Day

By JOHN JORDAN

CHESTER, NY—Rockland County Executive Ed Day said that
bids for the long-delayed project to build a new Highway Depart-
ment complex on vacant land in Chestnut Ridge have once again
come in too high.

The Rockland County Highway Department put the project
out to bid on Dec. 19 and extended the bid opening until Jan. 9.
However, speaking at a meeting in mid January to construction
industry executivesand union officialsonJan. 14, Mr. Day reported
that the bid proposals came in over budget.

“The Highway Department project isnot going to die,” Mr. Day
noted. “I am not going to repeat the mistakes made years ago...
There is an issue with the cost right now. We will deal with the
issue.” He said that his administration was scheduling meetings
to examine some of the cost drivers of the project in order to al-
low the project to move forward.

“At the end of the day, two things will happen: we are going to
do it...and we will do it at a price that makes sense for the taxpay-
ers of Rockland County,” Mr. Day pledged.

The project, which has been under consideration for more
than a decade, had been put out to bid some years earlier, but the
low bid in that solicitation came in at approximately $35 million,
over the budgeted $29.5 million.

Thelow bid for the recently let project was submitted by Worth
Construction, but it wasapproximately $5million over the project
estimate of $29.5 million. The estimate provided by the county’s
own construction manager Helmer-Cronin was about $33 million,
whichnarrowsthedifference between the estimate and the low bid.

The second and third bids were considerably higher, at $39.8
million and $41.2 million. “Worth is well known in the region and
has successfully performed schools and other public facilities,”
a Rockland County official stated.

Theproject wasfirst proposed some 13yearsagoamidafinancial
crisis wherein county government wasnearly insolvent. Since then
County Executive Day and the County Board of Legislators have
taken measures to reduce debt and secure revenues to make the
county fiscally responsive to theneeds of countyresidents,and the
county economy is growing—with the DPW project given new life.

The Rockland Board of Legislators is expected to review the
bids to determine if the project moves forward.

The county recently signed a project labor agreement on the
project with the Building & Construction Trades Council of
Rockland County.

Theseven-building complex onavacant 24-acresite in Chestnut
Ridge will involve the construction of 114,000 square feet of space,
including administrative offices, a large vehicle storage facility
to house its $22-million fleet, a repair shop, cold storage building,
salt shed, truck wash and fuel station.

Mr. Day said that relocating the Highway Department facilities
to Chestnut Ridge, with its plow trucks and drivers, will be closer
to where they need to be. The improvement in the deployment
capability and operations of the Highway Department is projected
to save the county approximately $200,000 a year.

Therelocationof the Highway Department facilities from New
City comes at a time when the county isreconfiguring its Pomona
complex and bringing many county government operations to
that one location.

Rockland Superintendent of Highways “Skip” Vezzettisaid the
Chestnut Ridge property islocated at the center of southern Rock-
land County and near major roadways—the Palisades Interstate
Parkway, the Garden State Parkway, New York State Thruway, as
well as Pascack Road and Route 59.

Atthenew complex, thehighway department’s “vehicles can get
out and get onto our major roadways and throughout the county
much faster,” Mr. Vezzetti said.

Hesaid the new complex is designed as a first-class facility and
will replace the oldest continuously operated highway garage in
New York State.
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BRIDGE GAP

The worst bridges in the Hudson Valley region—those rated in poor/structurally deficient
condition—carry some 2.6 million vehicles each day. Of the region’s 25 worst bridges with
the h1ghest average daily traffic, 11 are located in Orange, Dutchess and Ulster counties.

of H.V. Bridges
Totalling 329°
Beg Capital Improvements

*SOURCE: TRIP, a Washington DC-based national transportation non-profit research firm.
September 2019

Rondout Creek Brldge, ngston

Ulster County, Klngston, RT 209/RT 28 Dutchess County, East Fishkill,RT 84 EB/Taconic State Parkway SB
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WASHINGTON UPDATE

EPA Jumpstarts Cleaner Trucks Initiative

Trump Environmental Modernization Reforms
Will Spur Infrastructure Improvements: ARTBA

WASHINGTON—The Trump administration’srecent propos-
als to modernize the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
will both reduce delays to key transportation improvements
projects and maintain environmental safeguards, according to
the American Road & Transportation Builders Association.

“It can take up to seven years to complete the environmental
review process for a new federal-aid project. That’s too long,”
ARTBA President Dave Bauer said. “The Trumpadministration’s
common sense reforms will help speed up the delivery of U.S.
transportation infrastructure projects. Streamlining the NEPA
process is essential to assuring that the government is making
every transportation dollar go as far as possible while preserving
a commitment to our environment.”

Mr. Bauer was among a select group of business leaders pres-
ent Jan. 9 at a White House briefing as President Donald Trump
made the announcement.

The full effects of the Trump environmental reform proposal,
Mr. Bauer noted, won’t be felt until Congress addresses the other
most pressing transportation policy issues: a permanent revenue
solution for the Highway Trust Fund and passage of a new high-
way and transit investment bill.

“The best next step is for Congress to approve a robust, multi-
year transportation infrastructure investment bill that Republi-
cans, Democrats and the president have been calling for since the
2016 elections,” he said.

NEPA was last updated more than 30 years ago. The statute is
an essential tool for protecting the environment, but its outdated
review procedures have delayed—sometimes for years—desper-
ately needed transportationimprovement projects, while offering
no tangible environmental benefits.

Theproposed changes to NEPA would result in a swifter review
process without impacting existing environmental standards.
Transportation projectsalsostillmust meet amyriad of additional
requirements to comply with the federal Clean Air Act, Clean
Water Act, Endangered Species Act and other laws.

In previousregulatory comments and in legislative testimony,
ARTBA noted that NEPA plays “a vital role in protecting the
public interest in the transportation project review and approval
process. It provides a sense of predictability and ensures a bal-
ance between meeting our nation’s transportation needs and
protecting vital natural resources. These goals, however, do not
have to be in conflict, the association stated. The most successful
transportationstreamlining provisionshave been processoriented
and have essentially found a path for regulatory requirements to
be fulfilled in a smarter and more efficient manner.”

ARTBA said it will submit extensive comments in support of
the Trump administration’s NEPA proposal as part of the public
review process.

USDOT Announces $900M Available

For Future Infrastructure Investments

WASHINGTON - U.S. Department of Transportation Secre-
tary Elaine L. Chao announced on Jan. 13 the latest round of
the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America discretionary grant
program, which is making available more than $900 million for
infrastructure investments across the nation.

The INFRA program is expected to award $906 million to
significant projects that support the administration’s focus on
infrastructure improvements as outlined in the NOFO.

“The Department will invest more than $900 million in major
projectsthat willimprove transportation infrastructure, economic
productivity, and quality of life across our nation,” said U.S. Sec-
retary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao.

The department will make awards under the INFRA program
to large and small projects. For alarge project, the INFRA grant
must be at least $25 million. For a small project, the grant must
be at least $5 million. For each fiscal year of INFRA funds, 10%
of available funds are reserved for small projects.

The department will award at least 25% of INFRA grant fund-
ing to rural projects, which often play a vital role in supporting
our national economic vitality Addressing the deteriorating
conditions and elevated fatality rates on our rural transportation
infrastructureisakey objective of the department. For ruralcom-
munities in need of funding for highway and multimodal freight
projects with national or regional economic significance, INFRA
is an opportunity to apply directly for financial assistance from
the federal government.

INFRA grants may be used to fund a variety of components
of an infrastructure project, however, the department stated it
is specifically focused on projects in which the local sponsor is
significantly invested and is positioned to proceed rapidly to
construction.

Eligible INFRA project costs may include: reconstruction,
rehabilitation, acquisition of property (including land related to
the project and improvements to the land), environmental miti-
gation, construction contingencies, equipment acquisition, and
operational improvementsdirectly related tosystem performance.

WASHINGTON—U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) Regional Administrator
PeteLopezoutlined earlier thismonth concrete
steps EPA is taking to advance the Cleaner
Trucks Initiative (CTI).

Joined by the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey, the City of Newark and the NJ
Motor Truck Association at the event staged at
PortElizabeth, NJ, the Regional Administrator
spoke about the CTIrulemaking which will es-
tablishnew, morestringent emissionstandards
for oxides of nitrogen (NOx) and other pollut-
ants for highway heavy-duty engines. Through
this Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANPR), the EPA is seeking input from the
public and interested stakeholders.

“Thetruckingindustry touchesnearly every
part of our economy. A strong and resilient
trucking industry is imperative to maintain-
ing a strong and resilient economy. Through
this initiative, we will modernize heavy-duty
truck engines, improving their efficiency and
reducing their emissions, which will lead to a
healthier environment,” said EPA Administra-
tor Andrew Wheeler. “The U.S. has made major
reductions in NOx emissions, but through this
initiative we will continue toreduce emissions,
while spurring innovative new technologies,
ensuring heavy-duty trucks are clean and re-
mainacompetitive method of transportation.”

“I encourage regional input from industry,
community groups, government agencies and
other stakeholders on thisnew initiative,” said
EPA Regional Administrator Pete Lopez. “This
rule will have a major impact on improving air
quality in the future and the reduction on pol-
lutants from heavy duty trucks will help our

states meet their air quality goals.”

Besides Regional Administrator Lopez, Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey Port
Department Director Sam Ruda, Newark Mayor
Ras Baraka and NJ Motor Truck Association
Executive Director Gail Toth also attended.

Therulemaking will also offer opportunities
to streamline and improve certification proce-
durestoreduce costsfor engine manufacturers.
This action follows on the petitions from more
than 20 organizations, including stateandlocal
air agencies, to revise and promulgate more
stringent NOx standards.

From 2007 to 2017, U.S. NOx emissions
dropped by more than 40%, but there is more
work to be done. Today, more than 100 million
peoplelive inareas of nonattainment for ozone
and particulate matter (PM), and according
to EPA estimates, heavy-duty vehicles will
continue to be one of the largest contributors
to NOx emissions—a precursor of ozone and
PM formation—from the transportationsector
in 2025. Updating these standards will result
in significant mobile source NOx reductions,
which will aid communities across the coun-
try in achieving ozone and particulate matter
attainment with EPA's National Ambient Air
Quality Standards program.

EPA last revised NOx standards for on-
highway heavy-duty trucks and engines in
January 2001. Pursuant to the Clean Air Act,
the CTI will provide manufacturers sufficient
time to comply with new standards and ensure
that updated standards consider feasible emis-
sions control technologies.

EPA intends to publish a proposed rule in
early 2020.

LOW BIDS Every Month in Gonstruction NEWS

“PRO ASPHALT”

800 CANAL ST, MT VERNON NY 10550

OPEN FOR HOT & COLD ASPHALT
DEC2-MAR31
7:00am - 3:30pm M-F

OPEN ALLWINTER

OPEN FOR
EMERGENCY PROJECTS

ROAD MAINTENANCE

POTHOLE REPAIR
UTILITY WORK

PLANT: 914.663.7663

SALES@PROASPHALTNY.COM

Contact Frank (914) 403-5407 or Adriane (914) 263-3701
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Mld Hudson Region Nets $23 Million
For Repair of Storm-Damaged Roads

ALBANY—Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced on Jan.
23 a total of $151 million in new funding for the renewal of state
roadwaysimpacted by extreme weather events. Thestatefunding
willsupport95paving projects and therenewal of approximately
1,013 lane miles of pavement across the state, including at least
one project in every county and the City of New York.

The new funding, provided through the PAVE NY Initiative,
complements $743 million in direct state aid provided for local
road and bridge projects that helped renew approximately 3,700
lane miles of road across New York State.

The pavement renewal projects in the Mid-Hudson Valley to
befunded through PAVE-NY include approximately $22.7 million
in projects to renew 113.5 lane miles of roads in Westchester,
Rockland, Putnam, Orange, Dutchess, Ulster and Sullivan coun-
ties. They include:

« $1.5million to renew Route 100B Paving from Sprain Brook
Parkway to Route 119 in Westchester County;

« $2million to renew Route 120 Paving from Whippoorwill
Crossing to Ridgewood Terrace in Westchester County;

+ $1.6milliontorenew Route 202 from Meade Drive to Route
9W in Rockland County;

+ $1.5 million to renew Route 211 from Goshen Turnpike
to Route 416 in Orange County;

« $600,000 to renew Route 94 from Route 9W to Old Forge
Hill Road in Orange County;

+ $450,000 to renew Route32 from Union Avenue to Old

GLARIT

TESTING
SERVICES

Temple I1ill Road in Orange County;

« $1.9 million to renew Route 22 from Doansburg Road to
0ld Route 22 in Putnam County;

+ $521,000to renew Route 22from Milltown Road to Overlook
Lane in Putnam County;

+ $860,000to renew Route 82fromthe Taconic State Parkway
to Clove Branch Road in Dutchess County;

+ $1.5 million to renew Route 32 from the Orange County
line to Route 44/55 in Ulster County;

+ $635,000to renew Route 82 from Route 199 to the Columbia
County line, Dutchess County;

« $195,000 to renew Route 199 from Factory Lane to Schultz
Hill Road in Dutchess County;

« $1.5 million to renew Route 44/55 from Chapel Hill Road
to Route 208 in Ulster County;

- $2.6 million to renew Routes 17B, 52A and 52 from Route
97 to Miller Road in Sullivan County;

+ $2million to renew Route 306 from Route 59 to Viola Road
in Rockland County;

+ $1.3 million to renew Route 128 from School Street to
Wrights Mill Lane in Westchester County

+ $500,000 to renew Route 118 from Route 100 to Route 129
in Westchester County and

+ $1.5 million to renew Route 52 from Boniface Drive to
Village of Walden Line in Orange County.

Don'’t let substance abuse
drain your Health and
Welfare Funds...

CALL TOLL FREE

1-888-LABMOBILE (1-888-522-6624)

NYC UPDATE

MTA Issues
RFP For 23

D-B Stations

NEW YORK—TheMetropoli-
tan Transportation Authority
announced on Jan. 2 it was
seeking qualified design-build
teams to bring accessibility to
23 stations across the five bor-
oughsascalled for inthe MTA's
2020-2024 Capital Plan.

The teams will make full
vertical accessibility at the sta-
tions by installingelevatorsand
making other improvementsin
accordancewiththe Americans
with Disabilities Act.

These expedited design-
build contracts will be awarded
tothe companies whose propos-
als offer the best value to the
MTA based on an evaluation
of qualitative factors as well as
cost and schedule.

“Accessibility is a top prior-
ity for the MTA, and we are
committed to completing these
accessibility projectsasquickly
as possible,” said MTA Chair-
man and CEO Patrick J. Foye.
“The Capital Plan’s historic
$5.2-billion investment inacces-
sibility bringsusonestep closer
tocreatingtheequitable transit
system New Yorkers deserve.”

“We are going to deliver these
accessibility improvements bet-
ter, faster and more efficiently, not
only by requiring design-build,
but also by bundling these proj-
ectsacross MTA agencies to take
advantage of proximity,” said
MTA Chief Development Officer
Janno Lieber. “Innovation is the
driving force of this approach.”

Work at each station will
generally include the designand
construction of: two to threenew
elevators per station, structural
and excavation work to accom-
modate new elevator installa-
tions, electrical power upgrades
when necessary, station com-
munications systems upgrades
when necessary, relocation of
existing publicand transit utili-
ties, replacement, relocation
and/or addition of staircases
from street to mezzanines and
mezzanines to platformsand re-
construction of entire platform
edges and/or reconstruction of
ADA boarding areas.

Additional work may be
necessary based on existing
conditions at the stations, in-
cluding: platform reconstruc-
tion, windscreen and canopy
replacement, architectural
finishes replacement, struc-
turalsteeland concreterepairs,
waterproofing and lighting
and communication systems
replacement/upgrade.

The 23 stations included in
this procurement:

The Bronx

Brook Ave., 6 Subway

T 149 St., 6 Subway
Wakefield Metro-North
Wakefield-241 St., 2 Subway

Brooklyn

7 Ave. F Subway, G Subway
Classon Ave., G Subway
Grand St., L Subway
Lorimer St., L Subway
Metropolitan Ave., G Subway

Please turn to page 22
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Profiles of the Industry’s New Generation

pd

- /l}[—) Samantha
—— Cachoian

EMPLOYER & CURRENT POSITION
NV5 of Melville, NY
Assistant Civil Engineer

AGE
24

ACHIEVEMENT

Louis G. Nappi Scholarship Grant

2013, 2015, 2016 and 2017

“The CIC Nappi Scholarship was a great help to me.”

EDUCATION

BS in Civil Engineering with a minor in
Environmental Engineering. Manhattan College,
Riverdale, NY

“I had always enjoyed math, architecture,
and building. For me, these subjects merged
in engineering.”

QUOTES

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.” —Robert Frost

“If you really want something, apply yourself,
and don’t give up. Keep your eyes on the prize
and don’t look back.” —Samantha Cachoian

HOBBIES

Hiking and biking
Researcher and Writer—Alan Kennedy

The Louis G. Nappi Labor-Management Scholarship Program L.G.N. Scholarship Committee
was named in honor of CIC Chairman Emeritus Louis G. Nappi. William Mascetta Jerry Keahon
Scholarship Committee Chairman Eastern Concrete Materials, Inc.
Since the inception of the Louis G. Nappi Construction Labor-Management Transit Construction Corp. Jeffrey Loughlin
Scholarship Fund in 2009, more than $600,000 has been awarded to 66 9 CA"“‘O"Y Asfel'j‘“" LU.60 Operating Engineers LU. 137
students sharing in a total of 153 grants over the years. This financial support eavy Construction Laborers L.U. Ross ). Pepe
h | ible tuiti id to attend 43 I d . iti Phillip Benza Matthew Pepe - Karen Zedda
as made possible tuition aid to attend some colleges and universities Arben Group LLC Construction Industry Council
throughout the United States. Dean DiNatale of Westchester & Hudson Valley, Inc.
. X X L . . Pinnacle Associates, Ltd. Louis Picani
‘By awarding these scholarships, it is our vision—with labor and management Edward Doyle Teamsters L.U. 456
united—to encourage the brightest students to consider and pursue careers in Building & Construction Trades Council Thomas H. Welby, Esq., P.E.
construction and engineering.” —Louis G. Nappi, 1920 - 2014 of Westchester & Putnam, Inc. Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLP

Thank You Sponsors

2020 Annual DOT Region 8
HIGHWAY SAFETY SEMINAR

Tuesday, January 28, 2020
Advance Testing Company, Inc.  NYS Laborers Health & Safety Trust Fund
American Global Operating Engineers Local 137
Clarity Testing Services, Inc. Welby, Brady & Greenblatt, LLP
Ecco lll Enterprises, Inc. Yonkers Contracting Co., Inc.
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Retiree Health Benefit Solutions

Labor First is a full service “Retiree Benefit
Manager” providing health benefits and
support services to the Retirees of Organized
Labor. The ability to structure post-retirement
health care benefit solutions that reduce cost,
lower liabilities and expand efficiency are the
main reasons why plan sponsors and
professionals trust to partner with Labor First
to help manage their retiree medical and
prescription drug benefit programs.

@ laborfir

John Dulczak
Chairman & Chief Officer

300 Chester Avenue, Suite 300
Moorestown, NJ 08057
Phone (856) 780-6218 Fax (856) 780-6248
www.laborfirst.com
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ALBANY UPDATE

NY Sends More Federal Tax Dollars
To Washington Than It Gets: DiNapoli

ALBANY—New York paid $26.6 billion more in taxes to the
federal government in federal fiscal year (FFY) 2018 than it got
back infederal spending, ranking it last among the states, accord-
ingto areportreleased on Jan. 14 by New York State Comptroller
Thomas P. DiNapoli.

“For every dollar New York generates in tax receipts it receives
90 cents back in federal spending, compared to the national av-
erage of $1.21,” Mr. DiNapoli said. “We’re already getting less
from Washington than what we give, which makes the upcoming
2020 Census so critical. New York must do all it can to ensure a
complete and accurate count of its residents to maximize our
population count, which impacts our federal aid and representa-
tion in Congress.”

New York was one of just seven states that paid more tax dol-
lars than it received back in spending, with a per capita deficit of
$1,363. Per capita balance of payments is the difference between
taxes paid to Washington and federal spending received. Only
the neighboring states of New Jersey (-$2,792) and Massachusetts
(-$1,419) fared worse.

Seven of the 10 states with the largest positive balances of
payments were in the southern or southwestern parts of the
country. New Mexicohad the topbalance with a per capita surplus
of $10,671, followed by Mississippi ($8,939), Alaska ($8,727), West
Virginia (88,536) and Virginia (88,189).

The gap has consistently remained negative from $19.9 billion
in 2013 to $40.9 billion in 2016 and $24.1 billion in 2017. New York’s

Please turn to page 19

RFP For Development
At Camp LaGuardia

Continued from page 10
that the resort owner develop
its project there.

In that vein, he said that
Orange County will issue a
Request for Proposals for the
Camp LaGuardia property in
February.

“I have a lot of people who
have already contacted me who
want to do different projects
there,” Mr. Neuhausadded, not-
ing the RFP will be structured
inamanner where an investor/
developer could selecta portion
of the property to acquire or
could choose to purchase the
entire site.

The county’s Department
of Public Works did some site
clearing and cleanup work at
the Camp LaGuardia property
in the fall, leaving intact some
of the vacant but structurally
sound brick buildings.

Orange County took con-
trol once again of the nearly
260-acre property in 2016 after
a proposal by Scarsdale, NY-
based Mountco Construction
and Development failed tomove
forward.

Orange County acquired
the property from the City of
New York for approximately
$8.5 million in 2007. Mountco
bested several other bidders
for theright to redevelop Camp
LaGuardia.

The property was estab-
lished as a shelter for New York
City’s homeless in 1934, the
facility was built in 1918 and
served as a correctional facil-
ity for women until 1934 when
it was transferred to the city’s
Welfare Departmentand named
“Camp Greycourt.” The camp
wasrenamed Camp LaGuardia
in1935.The purposeof thecamp
wastoprovidetemporaryrelief
for the unemployed. Prior to
World War II and through the
late 1950s, the camp included a
191-acre farm, which provided
food for the residents and to
which up to 150 residents were

assigned to work. In its heyday,
the camp housed more than
1,000 homeless men from New
York City.

The closure of Camp La-
Guardia was announced in
November 2006 by New York
City officials as part of Mayor
Michael Bloomberg’s five-year
plan to reduce homelessness in
New York City.

Great Wolf Resorts, Inc.,
currently has 18 locations
across North America with the
closestlocation being the Great
Wolf Lodge Pocono Mountains,
which opened in 2005.

If the Great Wolf project
moves forward at Camp La-
Guardia, the venture would add
a third major attraction along
Route 17in Orange County that
already features the popular
Woodbury Common Premium
Outlets in Central Valley and
the $500-million LEGOLAND
New York theme park under
constructionin Goshen. LEGO-
LAND New York isscheduled to
open in July.

Further up Route 17 is the
more than $1-billion Resorts
World Catskills Casino in Sul-
livan County and the adjoining
Kartrite Hotel & Indoor Water
Park.

LEGOLAND New York and
Great Wolf have one thing in
common, the investment firm
Blackstone. In October, an af-
filiate of Blackstone acquired
a 65% controlling interest in
Great Wolf Resorts, Inc. As
part of the transaction, Black-
stone and Great Wolf owner
Centerbridge will form a new
$2.9-billionjoint venturetoown
the Chicago-based resort firm.

Blackstone wasalso involved
earlier this year in taking pri-
vate the parent company of
Lego, Merlin Entertainment.
Lego’s founding family and
Blackstone’s deal to take Mer-
lin private was valued at $7.5
billion, according to published
reports.
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PBGC OKs Merger of Locals 235 and 1000 Pension Funds;
Multiemployer Pension Reforms Aid to Extend Solvency

WASHINGTON-Twolabor-
ers union local multiemployer
pensionfundshave joined forc-
es under a facilitated merger
thanks to a reform measure
of the Pension Benefit Guar-
anty Corp. On Jan. 14, PBGC
announced its first approved
facilitated merger under the
Multiemployer Pension Re-
form Act of 2014 (MPRA). Un-
der this authority, PBGC may
provide financial assistance to
helpmerge twomultiemployer
plans in order to extend the
solvency of a financially dis-
tressed plan.

Beginning this month,
PBGC will provide three an-
nual installments of $8.9 mil-
lion to assist in the merger
of the Laborers International
Union of North America 1000
Pension Fund (Local 1000 Plan)
with the Laborers Local 235
Pension Fund (Local 235 Plan).
The first payment was made on
Jan. 15, it was reported.

Matthew Berger,anattorney
for Local 235, said that with the
$26.7 million from the PBGC,
the Laborers Local 235 Plan is
projected to be 100% funded in
the same plan year as it would
have been if the pension fund
hadn’t merged, he told CON-
STRUCTION NEWS.

“If the local 1000 Pension
Fund were to become insol-
vent, it would have been un-
able to pay the full benefits

that pension plan participants
had accrued,” Mr. Berger
added. “Instead, the pension-
ers would have received the
PBGC-guaranteed benefit lev-
els, which werelikely tobeless
than the fully accrued
benefits.”

“PBGC’s mission is
to protect the retire-
mentsecurity of work-
ers and retirees in de-
fined benefitplans,and
helping plans merge
is one way we can do
that,” PBGC Director
Gordon Hartogensis
said. “Through this
facilitated merger, we
are preventing a fail-
ing plan from going
broke and preserving
benefits in a finan-
cially responsible way.”

Of the two merged plans,
Local 1000 (of Poughkeepsie,
NY) and Local 235 based in El-
msford, NY, the Local 235 Plan
isa‘“greenzone” plancovering
more than 1,100 participants.
The Local 1000 Plan covers
over 400 participants and was
projected to become insolvent
in2026. PBGC expects that this
merger willreducetheagency’s
long-term loss with respect to
the Local 1000 planand will not
affect participants and benefi-
ciaries of the Local 235 Plan.

Management representa-
tive Ross J. Pepe of the Con-

struction Industry Council of
Westchester & Hudson Valley,
Inc., who serves asatrustee on
Local 1000 Pension Fund said,
“This is the best possible out-
come anyone involved in this

contributing factor was the
economic impact from the
downturn of the Great Reces-
sion, which caused work slow-
downs through 2012 and 2013.
“With aplan facing insolvency

“Through this facilitated
merger, we are preventing a
failing plan from going broke
and preserving benefits in a
financially responsible way.”

—Gordon Hartogensis, PBGC Director

matter could have envisioned.
All trustees, consultants and
administrators of both funds
are to be congratulated on
their tenacity in seeking this
resolution—despite the long
odds against the merger and
PBGC’s support.”

Mr. Berger, who is with the
law firm of Barnes, Taccarino
& Shepherd in Hempstead,
NY, cited several factors that
led to the Local 1000 Pension
Fund woes. Among them was
the “downsizing” of one of the
largest employer-contributors
tothefund, hetold CONSTRUC-
TIONNEWS. Henoted another

inthenextseveral years, weare
proud participantsinthe Local
1000 Fund. Those who were
previously facing a reduction
in their pension will continue
to receive the benefits they ac-
crued during their careers,”
he said.

Under MPRA, PBGC has
the authority to facilitate plan
mergers under certain condi-
tions, including when one or
more of the plans involved is
projected to run out of money
within20years. Planscanapply
to PBGC for financial assis-
tancetohelpfacilitateamerger,
provided that the assistance

does not impair the agency’s
ability to meet its existing fi-
nancial assistance obligations
to other multiemployer plans.
Plan participants can con-
tact Local 235 Plan at (914)
592-3331 withany ques-
tions regarding the
anticipated effects of

the merger.
—George Drapeau,
with combined
industry reports.

About PBGC:PBGC
protects the retirement
security of more than
35 million American
workers, retirees, and
beneficiaries in both
single-employer and
multiemployer private-
sector pension plans.
Theagency’stwo insurance pro-
grams are legally separate and
operationally and financially
independent. PBGCiscurrently
responsible for the benefits of
about 1.5million peopleinfailed
pension plans and receives no
taxpayer dollars. The Single-
Employer Insurance Program
is financed by insurance pre-
miums, investment income,
and assets and recoveries from
failed single-employer plans.
The Multiemployer Insurance
Program is financed by insur-
ance premiums and investment
income. For more information,
visit PBGC.gov

NY Sends More Federal Tax Dollars

To Washington Than It Gets: DiNapoli

Continued from page 18

FFY 2018 balance of payments deficit of $26.6 billion resulted
from an increase of $4 billion in taxes paid by New Yorkers and
a $1.5-billion increase in federal spending in the state, compared
to FFY 2017.

Overall, New York generated 8% of the $3.2 trillion in federal
tax receipts in FFY 2018, nearly $254 billion, while receiving 6%
or $227billion of total federal spending examined for the analysis.
On a per capita basis, federal tax revenues from New York were
morethanathirdhigherthanthenational average, partly because
of higher incomes in the state.

The State Comptroller’s report also noted:

« New Yorkreceived $138.1 billion indirect payments, including
thosetoindividuals whoreceive Social Security, Medicare, benefits
for veterans and retired federal employees, and food assistance,
which was close to the average among states on a per capita basis.
Major programs for which the state received higher-than-average
per capita expenditures include Medicare, food assistance and
Supplemental Security Income.

« New York was second in the country in grants to state and
local governments, receiving $69.8 billion. Medicaid makes up
more than half of all federal spending for such grants and the
state’s per capita Medicaid funding from Washington ranked first
among all states.

« In two other major categories—procurement and federal
employee compensation—federal spending in New York was less
than half of the national average on a per capita basis. The state’s
combined total, $19.3 billion, was 2.5% of the nationwide total.
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Regional Labor, Elected Officials See Strong Market for Construction in 2020
]

Continued from page 4
stown and Orangetown are all
expected to release projects in
the coming season.

Unlike other markets areas
thatarestill growing, Mr. Reich
believes the work in Rockland
will return to what he later
called averagelevels. The pause
willgivethebuildingtradesthe
capacity to focus on winning
back smaller projects that had
fallen by the wayside over the
past four years following sev-
eralyearsof stronginvestment
activity in the county.

“We are going to be a little
moreaggressiveand try tolock
downsome of the smaller stuff
out there,” Mr. Reich said.

Stakes are High in Albany

John Cooney, executive
director of CIC, addressed the
leaderswithaclarioncalltore-

new and advance the five-year
state DOT capital plan, which
expireson March31,2020. With
thethreat of budget reductions
due to the projected $6-billion
budget shortfall for the com-
ingfiscal year, he stressed that
Downstate New York serves as
the main economic driver for
New York State’s economy. He
called on industry members to
add their voices inurgingstate
lawmakersand the NYSDOT to
increase the state’s capital pro-
gram funding in the upcoming
fiscal year budget, beginning
April 1.

Included is the need for $500
million to help fund expansion
of Route 17 in Orange and Sul-
livan counties.

Mr. Cooney also noted that
municipal and county Indus-
trial Development Agency

&

Stephen Reich
Building & Construction Trades Council of Rockland

programs are important
tools to help keep New
York State competitive
with both lower costs
states inthesouthand far
west and with neighbor-
ing states of New Jersey
and Connecticut.

Despite being at times
criticized by local elect-
ed officials and advo-
cacy groups, claiming
the mortgage recording
and sales tax reductions
by cities and counties to
developers as being the
equivalent of “corporate
welfare,” Mr. Cooney
argued that the indus-
try needs to convey the
importance IDAs play
in incentivizing new
development projects
and corporate expansion
programs.

“Many of these real estate
development projects would
simply not occur without the
partnership with the munici-

Greg Lalevee
Business Manager of
Operating Engineers L.U. 825

palities that inure benefits in
theformof economicstimulus
for temporary construction
work and long-term jobs,” he
said.

Membersof the Build-
ing Trades noted they
are working to convince
some IDAs to require
prevailing wage or other
workforce rules so that
out-of-state, open-shop
contractors do not have
a competitive advantage
over union contracting
firms.

HVCIP is a coalition
of three regional build-
ing trades councils—of
Westchester & Putnam
Counties, Rockland and
the Hudson Valley—and
three management as-
sociations, includingthe
Construction Industry
Council of Westchester
& Hudson Valley, Inc.,
of Tarrytown, NY, the
Building Contractors
Association of Westchester
& The Mid-Hudson Region,
Inc., and the Construction
Contractors Association of
Newburgh, NY.
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THINK ENGINEERING!

At the largest hands-on engineering sponsored event for
High School and Middle School Students in the Hudson Valley

LOWER HUDSON VALLEY
ENGINEERING

Sunday, March 29, 2020

White Plains High School

550 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605
11AM to 3:30PM

Free Admission! Giveaways! Contests! Activities!

Also Visit Our Meet Representatives from

a Top Engineering Colleges & Universities

Learn About The Industry from

> -!-Em AB  TonEngineering & Technology Firms
FEal ™

Get Your Questions Answered at

The Young Engineers Panel

The Middle School Activity Room specifically

designed to challenge and amaze. . - ==
[Reglster 011] Eventbrite
E-I E
,-J \—  Opportunities to Earn r
k{ "lll" \) Merit Badges & Patches 0 Leam more at: O]
for Seouis at EXFO. /‘a Be Engineer.

The Lower Hudson Valley Engineering Expo is a NYS Chartered 501(c)(3) Corporation. Donations are tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law.
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LOW BIDS

Yonkers, Callanan, Kubricky, Elderlee,
Harrison & Burrowes Win DOT Work

ALBANY—The New York State Department
of Transportation recently announced the se-
lection of five apparent low bidders for work
in the Hudson Valley region.

Callanan Industries Inc. of Albany, NY
was the lowest of four bidders at $4,822,777.17
for preventive maintenance including paving,
striping, drainage and other work in the towns
of Marlborough and Lloyd in Ulster County.

Yonkers Contracting Co. Inc. of Yonkers,
NY wasthelowestof fourbiddersat$4,441,111.00
for pavement preventative maintenance includ-
ing mill and fill, 1.8 miles along Route 303, 2.9
miles along Route 17 in Orange and Rockland
counties.

Kubricky Construction Corp. of Wil-

ton, NY was the lowest of three bidders at
$10,859,071.35 for 2.7 miles of asphalt concrete
resurfacing and construction of sidewalk on
Route 17 in the Village of Sloatsburg in Rock-
land County.

Harrison & Burrowes Bridge Construc-
tors of Glenmont, NY was the lowest of five
bidders at $23,643,236.43 for bridgereplacement
and intersection realignment on NYS Route 28
over Esopus Creek in the Town of Shandaken
in Ulster County.

Elderlee Inc. of Oak Corners, NY was the
lower of two bidders at $1,688,818.00 for guide
rail replacement on Routes 17, 42, and 97 in
the towns of Cochecton, Delaware, Fallsburg,
Mamakatingand Thompson inSullivan County.

Harrison & Burrowes Awarded Thruway
Bridge Replacement Project in Orange

ALBANY—The New York State Thruway
Authority reported recently that Harrison
& Burrowes Bridge Constructors of
Glenmont, NY was the lowest of six bidders

at $15,872,158.72 for replacement of the I-87
bridge over Route 207 at MP 58.43 in Orange
County in accordance with the plans and
specifications.

industry, maybe it's time you run with us.

Run in good company.

The Construction Industry Council represents over 500 contractors, material and equipment suppliers, spe-
cialty and service firms who compete in the region’s $1.5 billion marketplace. From roads and bridges to utility,
waste and water treatment systems, CIC-member companies and affiliated unions are dedicated to building
and improving these public and private services. To make your company more successful in the construction

For Membership Information, Call:

George Drapeau lll, Director of Membership Services

(914) 631-6070

Construction Industry Council of Westchester and Hudson Valley, Inc.
629 Old White Plains Road, Tarrytown, NY 10591

Safety Watch

in your company should all be
trained concerningrisk factors
and warningsignsthatemploy-
eesmightbeponderingsuicide.
There exist abundant mental
healthand crisisresourcesthat
can provide support, informa-
tion, and training. You need to
seek them out, both as a matter
of humanitarian concern and
one of jobsite safety. Workers
on the verge of desperate acts
pose a danger to others, as well
as to themselves, and suicide
impacts operations, as well as
the individuals closest to the
person who was lost.

Long-standing taboos about
openly discussing suicide are
waning, but only gradually.
However disturbing, it’s a sub-
ject that should be discussed
and confronted, and made a
safety priority. Training, par-
ticipationinhealth and suicide
prevention screening events,
measures to address the opioid
crisis, and supporting local
crisis centers are just a few
measures you should consider
taking to that end.

Additional measures you
might consider include pro-
viding access to employee as-
sistance programs (sometimes
provided through labor orga-
nizations) generous leave poli-
cies, and training for human
resourcesandsafety personnel,
as well as field supervisors, in
risk factorsand warningsigns.

The first step, however, is to
talk with your employees (not
just once, but regularly) about
suicide prevention in particular,

Continued from page 11
and mental health problems,
such as depression and sub-
stance abuse, generally. Every-
one needs to know that he or she
isseenasahumanbeingand that
the company, in time of crisis,
will help them find the concern
and theresources that they need.
You should know (and workers
who are suffering from major
depressionand/oratheightened
risk of self-harmshould be told)
that therapy,sometimes coupled
with medication, has a success
rate of roughly 80%-90% among
those who receive it.

As always with regard to
safety matters, top manage-
ment needs to make clear that
suicide prevention is a health
and safety priority. One article
Ireviewed had aphotoof ahard
hat, with a sticker provided by
the employer—a small touch,
but a fine idea—displaying the
24-hour phone number of the
National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline, which is 1-880-273-
TALK. Aresource Isuggest you
look into is the Construction
Industry Alliance for Suicide
Prevention (www.prevent-
constructionsuicide.com),
founded in 2016 as a task force
of the Construction Financial
Management Association.

Geoffrey S. Pope,a member of the
New York bar since 1986, is coun-
sel to the construction law firm
of Welby, Brady & Greenblatt,
LLP. The articles in this series
do not constitute legal advice,
and are intended for general
guidance only.

David Rocco
Aerial Photography Services

Construction « Real Estate « Advertising ¢ Events

Specializing in “Action and Progression Photos”
coyoteroc@optonline.net

(914) 819-8792

MTA Issues RFP
For 23 D-B Stations

Continued from page 16
Manhattan

137 St.-City College 1 Subway
181 St., A Subway

Dyckman St., 1 Subway
Harlem-148 St., 3 Subway

Queens

Beach 67 St., A Subway
Broadway, N Subway, W Subway
Court Sq.-23 St., E Subway,
M Subway

Locust Manor LIRR

Saint Albans LIRR

Steinway St.,

M Subway, R Subway
Woodhaven Blvd.,

M Subway, R Subway

Staten Island
Clifton SIR

New Dorp SIR
Huguenot SIR

The 2020-2024 Capital Plan
will invest $51.5 billion across
the region’s subways, buses,
commuter rail systems and
bridges and tunnels over the
next five years. The plan is the
largest in MTA history and
includes $40 billion devoted to
New York City Transit’ssubway
system and bus network, with
priority given to accelerating
accessibility. NYC Transit’s
Fast Forward plan to modern-
ize the subway system estab-
lished the goal of making at
least 50 more subway stations
accessible in five years so that
customers would not have to
travel farther than two stops to
reachanaccessiblestation. The
2020-2024 Capital Plan not only
meetsthat goal, but goesbeyond
it with a total of 70 stations.

Advertising in
Construction NEWS
Doesn’t Cost!
It Pays!

Call Peter Fiore at
914-631-6070 for information.
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BUILT BETTER.
BUILT SAFER.

BUILT UNION.

Eastern New York Laborers District Council: The NYS Laborers offer:

Samuel Fresina, Business Manager v/

LOCAL 17, NEWBURGH, L. Todd Diorio, Business Manager

LOCAL 60, WESTCHESTER, Anthony Ascencao, Business Manager
LOCAL 157, SCHENECTADY, lan Joshua Shaul, Business Manager
LOCAL 190, ALBANY, Anthony Fresina, Business Manager

LOCAL 235, WESTCHESTER, Dario Boccarossa, Business Manager
LOCAL 754, ROCKLAND COUNTY, Stephen Reich, Business Manager
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“LABORERS

Quality workmanship

Faster completion of projects
State-of-the-art skills training
OSHA-approved safety programs

Certified environmental and
hazardous waste workers

Established member benefit programs

Productive alliances

Union Construction - A Befter Woy to Build

18 Corporate Woods Boulevard, Albany, New York 12211
(800) 797.5931 » (518) 449.1715 * Fax: (518) 449.1621 « www.nysliuna.org
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